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This publication has been produced to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the
Gloucestershire Cave Rescue Group in 1965. The idea of this review being to try and provide a concise history of how/why the group came to be established and the major events that have been associated with the group since then.
The majority of the information contained here has been obtained from the group’s records (where
available), personal sources and newspapers. Unfortunately, during the early years of the group
there were no official records kept, other than minutes or newsletters (where they exist). This has
meant that inevitably some historical details are missing/incomplete.
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CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

The initial provision of Cave Rescue for the Forest of Dean area was provided as an extension of the then South
Wales Cave Rescue as a number of their members lived within the Forest of Dean. However it was not long before
the decision was taken to form the Gloucestershire Cave Rescue Group back in 1965. This was a few years before I
started caving and, subsequently in the early 1970's, joining the group.
Starting out as an ordinary member, progressing to Equipment Officer, Secretary and then Chairman. The latter
post being one that I have held for quite a long period; someone needs to be thinking seriously about taking over
from me, anyway that's another story.
Over the years, we have as this document portrays, seen many changes within the group, both in equipment,
methods and facilities. Much of which has been dictated by the development of the local caving area as a whole.

I was not significantly involved with the obtaining of the current premises and to be total honest with you I felt at
the time that it was taking on too much of a responsibility. However, as the years have progressed and those
premises have been developed to where they are today, the foresight of those who championed the purchase has
borne fruit. A lot of work has been put in (and still is being put in) but what a wonderful location we now have.
How different from when we first took it over.
We know that this has not been achieved without a cost but I am very much of the opinion that what we have
now is way beyond the wildest dreams at the outset and is somewhere that any of us is not only proud to go to,
but would have no problem in inviting others to visit. Holding a large bank balance and not a decent HQ would be
bad.
My thanks go out to all who have contributed to this progress over the years and continue to do so. Also, those as
well who look after the equipment, run the training days, the Wardens who respond to a rescue call out, all who
respond to the Wardens and generally all who keep the group going. None of it would happen without your
efforts.
GCRG is not the busiest Cave Rescue Team in the country and to be honest long may this continue. However, we
are all aware that our area of responsibility is quite considerable and contains many cave and mine sites. Within
this area are some very significant sites that over the years have thrown their own respective spanner-in-theworks when it comes to a rescue.
The group can't sit on its laurels and it is essential that we maintain our skill levels and equipment to the highest
standards so that we are ready and able to meet whatever challenges that we are called upon to deal with.
I am particularly honoured to have been part of GCRG and hope that we can see it move forward not just to its
60th year but also on for many, many years into the future.
Paul W Taylor

www.gcrg.org.uk

2

Mountain Rescue Post No. 100

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

Registered Charity No. 900316

THE ORIGIN OF THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP
During the early 1960s the Gloucester Speleological Society (GSS) had been in the process of creating a cave
rescue team (CRT) from within the membership of the club. It had been seen that other cave rescue teams had
already been established in the UK (CRO in 1935, Mendip Cave Rescue in 1937, South & Mid-Wales Cave Rescue Team in 1946 and Derbyshire CRO in 1952) and yet, for Gloucestershire, there was no dedicated rescue
capability.
In order to establish a formal cave rescue capability in the county, on the 15th of March 1962 the GSS established its own cave rescue team at the ‘Cross Keys’, Gloucester.
Notice circulated to GSS members prior to the formation of the club’s cave rescue team and highlighting the
reasons why a local cave rescue team was needed.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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GSS Cave Rescue Team newssheet
This was distributed shortly after the official GSS cave rescue team was established
on the 15th of March 1962.

Information sheet produced by the GSS Cave
Rescue Team (1962)

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Initially, the cave rescue team was composed mainly of GSS members. However, non-GSS cavers, in particular,
members of the Royal Forest of Dean Caving Club (RFDCC) were becoming keen to participate. It was felt important to ensure that the team was not associated with any particular club. Unfortunately the team was shortlived through lack of support by club members;. Another effort was made by the GSS at the beginning of 1964 to
establish cave rescue on a solid basis, and a meeting for the purpose was called in May of that year.
Much preliminary work was undertaken prior to the meeting to find out the manner in which similar organisations
were run, and to gather as much information and as many hints as possible. The meeting was well-attended, and
most of the suggestions and recommendations were well-received: a committee was nominated and voted in and
help volunteered by all present.

At the inaugural meeting ( May 1964) it was decided that the Rescue Team (as it was then called) should be selfsupporting and have its own funds. Later in 1964 the team became a separate entity from the GSS.
The team initially comprised the following:
Chairman …. Les Sherratt
Vice Chairman …. John Dryden
Secretary …. Henry Messenger
Wardens …. Tony Isles, John Dryden
First Aid Officers …. Dave Parker, S Marsh
Tackle Officer …. Ted Ryder

During the first year the county police were informed of the existence of the new organisation, its purpose and activities, and provided with all the relevant information to initiate a call-out in case of an emergency.

The secretary of the local branch of the British Medical Association was approached to try and find doctors willing to
train with the team and in October two doctors generously volunteered their time and services. About every six
weeks they are taken underground to give them an opportunity to see at first hand the sort of difficulties which
might be encountered in an actual rescue.

GSS CRT newsletter (September 1964)
In September 1964, the GSS CRT newsletter published an address from the team’s Secretary (Anthony Day) to
the GSS members …..
…. ‘Since the GSS extra-ordinary General Meeting on the 27th of May, the Cave Rescue Committee have been arranging a callout procedure with the Police. They are now waiting to have an interview with the representative of
the Gloucestershire Constabulary to finalise the suggested callout procedure. A temporary procedure has been
decided upon and every GSS member should remember it. It is as follows:
If you are called out, by the Police, for cave rescue, assemble at your nearest Central Police Station. These will be
either Cheltenham or Gloucester. There you must await transport and instructions.
Cave rescue techniques are not difficult to learn, especially if you are a competent caver. Unfortunately many
members are not fully conversant with these techniques and this would hinder the team on a rescue. Because of
this, the committee feel that a training programme should be arranged in conjunction with the GSS Meet Secretary and it is hoped that there will be a monthly meet for training CRT personnel.’
www.gcrg.org.uk
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The below has been reproduced from the original handwritten newsletter.

GLOUCESTER SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
CAVE RESCUE TEAM NEWSLETTER
9, Priory Street,
Cheltenham,
29th Sept. 1964
Dear Member,
Since the G.S.S. Extra-Ordinary General Meeting, which was held on Wed. 27th May, the Cave Rescue Committee have been arranging a call-out procedure with the Police. They are now waiting to have an interview with the representative of the Gloucestershire Constabulary to finalise the suggested call-out procedure. A temporary procedure has been decided upon and every G.S.S.
member should remember it. It is as follows:
“If you are called out, by the Police, for cave rescue, assemble at your nearest Central Police Station. These will be either Cheltenham or Gloucester. There you must await transport and instructions.
Cave rescue techniques are not difficult to learn, especially if you are a competent caver. Unfortunately many members are not
fully conversant with these techniques, and this would hinder the team on a rescue. Because of this, the committee feel that a
training programme should be arranged in conjunction with the G.S.S. Meet Secretary and it is hoped that there will be a monthly
meet for training C.R.T. personnel.
The first meeting will be held on Monday 19th October at the Robinson Hall. It will be for training personnel on the “methods and
uses” of knots. I ask everybody to attend this meeting, as we could all do with a refresher course on this subject. Refreshments will
be served and the meeting will begin at 7.30pm. Please arrive on time.
In the future the committee hope to hold lectures, outside rescue practices, and visits to other rescue practices arranged by the
South Wales Cave Rescue Organisation and Mendip Cave Rescue Organisation.
The C.R.T. will require a person who can give medical supervision, and the committee are corresponding with the British Medical
Association (Glos. Branch). The next B.M.A. meeting will be held in October 1964, and it is hoped that a Doctor will volunteer
his services to train with the C.R.T.
One of the difficulties of forming a C.R.T. is where to obtain the money to buy the team equipment. Expensive items such as a
Carrying Sheet, Ropes, and First Aid equipment are required, initially, for any rescue operation. Raising money for these items
could be very difficult especially if G.S.S. members do not help in the organisation, Therefore I appeal to all members to help the
committee as much as possible.
On Saturday 17th October 1964 there is a jumble sale for raising money for the C.R.T. It is being held at the Allington Hall, Derby
Road, Glos. At 2 pm. Help will be required for collecting jumble and also at the sale. Please lend a hand, it will be needed. Please
contact committee members with your offers of assistance.
Fund raisers can be obtained at all times from Les Sherratt, and enquiries are in hand for obtaining Christmas Cards for sale at a
very reasonable price and good profits.
I have tried to give you a brief outline of the C.R.T. committee’s intentions. There is room for improvement, and if you have any
ideas of your own, please put them on paper and send them to me. This C.R.T. cannot succeed without your support, and if you
have no intention of helping, then the idea of a C.R.T. may as well be disbanded. Remember that your luck may “run out” and you
may require the services of a C.R.T. In this day and age you do not receive something for nothing. Therefore I appeal to you, again,
to help the C.R.T. committee in every way possible. This can be done by attending all the activities, which will help you more than
it will help the committee.
Yours Speleologically,
A. C. Day
(C.R.T. Hon. Secretary.)

www.gcrg.org.uk
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GSS CRT newsletter (November 1964)
In November 1964 the newsletter stated that …
‘A Day reported that the Chairman had had an interview with the police and that they were very helpful and interested the CRT but would not be able to store the CR equipment at the Glos Police Station due to a lack of storage space. The Police were happy to leave the callout procedure to the team and be able to call on any CRT
member to form a team.
Two committee members and two other club members were reported to have attended a rescue practice held in
New Dunn by the Cheltenham Civil Defence on the 4 th of Oct. The attendees observed that the CD team were not
equipped for underground rescue, given that they were operating with standard issue CD equipment.’

1965 to 1970
OFFICIAL ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GCRG
24th MAY 1965
The first AGM of the Cave Rescue Team (which until now had existed as part of the GSS) took place at the Red
Lion, Huntley and the name ‘Gloucestershire Cave Rescue Group’ (GCRG) was agreed. The committee was also
established from members of both the GSS and RFDCC.
Following its formation and due to the close ties between the former GSS CRT and the South Wales Caving Club
Cave Rescue Organisation (SWCCCRO), the new group became affiliated to the SWCCCRO and would be called
upon as first backup for rescues in South Wales.
In the early years (up to 1972), the GCRG did not have a fixed Chairman. The position was filled on a yearly basis
for the Annual General Meeting by a number of guests (including Derek Appleing, Tony ‘Anthony’ Day, Gordon
Clissold (SWCCCRO), Oliver Lloyd (Mendip Cave Rescue) etc).

CALLOUTS AND REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE
The following events involved GCRG in one form or another, whether just being on standby, the involvement of
just a small number of group members, or as a full callout.
Oct 1966 …. GCRG called to rescue a dog stuck in a rift at Fish Hill, near Broadway Tower; GCRG subsequently
awarded an RSPCA award.
11 March 1967 …. Recovery of Rex Keane, Easter iron mine shaft.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS INVOLVING THE GROUP
1965
24 May 1965 …. (AGM, held at the Red Lion Huntley)
It was agreed that the GSS would allow the GCRG equipment to be stored at the GSS cottage (Bottom Cottage)
as an ideal location. It was proposed that the cave rescue group should be renamed as the ‘Gloucestershire
Cave Rescue Group’.
Cave rescue register established, Tony Isles takes on the role as first administrator.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Early GSS CRT newsletter
January 1965
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE TEAM
MAY NEWSLETTER (1965)
40 Brunswick Road,
Gloucester
Dear Member,
The heading of the last newsletter was incorrect and it should be read as above. We are not an organisation but a
Rescue Team.
The most important future part of the C.R.T. will be the Annual General Meeting, which is to be held on Monday
24 May, 1965. It will be held at the Red Lion Inn, Huntley, and will commence at 7.45pm. Please try and attend this
meeting. All nominations for officers and members of the Committee should be sent to me, at the above address.
th

A.G.M Agenda
Apologies
Minutes of Previous A.G.M.
Matters Arising from minutes
Wardens report for 1964/65
Treasurers report
Election of Officers for 1965/66
Team kit storage
Any other business
The practice call-out of members of the C.R.T. which occurred at the end of April, was very successful and I would like to
thank all of you for turning out. I apologise for any inconvenience that it may have caused. Please remember, it might have
been the real thing and this practice proved that we can form a Team within an hour of initiating a call-out.
At the end of the newsletter you will find a personal kit list. I advise everyone to take note of this list and try to collect all the
equipment on it and keep in one place. It is imperative that you have your kit ready in case of emergency, this list is only a
guide.
Practice Rescue
There will be a practice rescue on Sunday 23rd May, 1965 it will be held in the Forest of Dean. The trip will leave at 9.45 on
Sunday morning from Westgate Bridge. I hope to see you all there. Please try to attend and remember it will be a day trip.
Personal Kit
Pack of food to consume on journey to Rescue (Chocolate, Biscuits, Barley sugar etc.)
A pack to carry any equipment required under ground (light spares, blankets, stimulating food etc.)
A pack to contain any equipment required for above ground (food, cookery utensils, sleeping bag etc.).
Personal Underground Equipment
Carbide, Water, Prickers, Spare jets, First Aid (Triangular bandages, bottle of diluter Antiseptic, Cotton Wool, Plasters, lint,
mine dressings and scissors), waterproof matches.
Additional
Anything which may be useful (wet suits, tents, cooking stoves, etc.)
Yours Speleologically,
A.C.Day
A.C. Day
(G.C.R.T. Hon. Sec)

www.gcrg.org.uk
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The below has been reproduced from the original handwritten newsletter
Gloucestershire Cave Rescue Group
July newsletter 1965
Dear member,
Another year of the GCRG has commenced and it is hoped that it will have increasing success, this however depends upon your support and
co-operation.
I would like to thank all the members of the Royal Forest of Dean Caving Club for volunteering their services for the GCRG. As there are so
many of you it has been decided that general training and callout procedure should be organised by your club. However, practices will be
organised for al members of the group at frequent intervals.
The committee decided at the last meeting that a record should be kept of any activities of the GCRG and I ask you to put pen to paper on
any training meet or practice rescue meet. This is so that we can refer to them and record our mistakes. Also at this meeting it was agreed
upon that the mine shafts and outcrop workings and natural caves should be recorded with notes on their depth etc. The following will be
published in the newsletters. I ask all of you to help in this and to let me have the details. The reason for publishing them is to save people
looking at something that has already been recorded.
The following will give you examples of the information required (these are genuine):1)

New Dun Iron Mine Pit – SO 50NE GRID REF. 58170836.
Filled to surface with rubbish – on private land and watched by Police.

2)

Old Ham Iron Mine Pit Shaft – SO 50NE GRID REF. 57980831
Filled at surface with rubbish.

3)

Red Ham Pit Shaft – SO 50NE GRID REF. 5807 0907
Filled at surface with rubbish – undetectable.

4)

Name Unknown – SO 50NE GRID REF. 5816 0893
Partially filled with rubbish – Depth 30ft approx. – stone lined, well fenced – Requires no equipment in search as bottom can be seen
from surface.

5)

Easter Iron Mine Pit Shaft No.1 – SO 50NE GRID REF. 5822 0903
Completely capped with concrete.

6)

Easter Iron Mine Pit Shaft No.2 – SO 50NE GRID REF. 5839 0903
Partially filled with rubbish – Depth 30ft approx. – stone lined – Stone wall around shaft at surface but one side missing,
therefore easily accessible – Dangerous – Requires no equipment in search as bottom can be seen from surface – used as rubbish waste
dump.

7)

Easter Iron Mine Pit Shaft No.3 – SO 50NE Grid Ref. 5849 0915
Undetectable, presumably filled in.

8)

Easter Iron Mine Pit Shaft No.4 – SO 50NE Grid Ref. 5858 0915
Completely enclosed by a stone, locked up, well-kept building.
Top of shaft (assumed) is 20ft above ground capped with a steel plate – Have reason to believe local firm use it to pump water to
obtain iron oxide.

The finances of the group require boosting and all members are requested to help by selling some of the fundraisers and Christmas cards. For
more information please contact me and I will forward details to you.
It is hoped that the GCRG will hold a Speleologist Christmas Dinner and we would like to know who would be interested so that we can
assess for organising a dinner, again please inform your committee members of your views as you will make it a success.
Yours Speleologically,
AC Day
(Hon Secretary)

www.gcrg.org.uk

10

Mountain Rescue Post No. 100

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

Registered Charity No. 900316

Early GCRG newsletter
August 1965
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In the early years of the GCRG it was recognised that some form of record/registry ought to
be made to formally record underground sites in the GCRG region

An early attempt to provide a means to transport the cave rescue equipment to a practice or rescue

18 September 1965 [Training] …. British Mine.
12 December 1965 [Training] …. King Arthur’s Cave.
www.gcrg.org.uk
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1966
21 January 1966 [Training] …. New Dun.
August 1966 newsletter …. Secretary reports that in 1965 much of the group’s limited income came from the
selling of Christmas cards.

4 September 1966 [Training] …. Speech House Quarry.
20 October 1966 …. Halloween party held at British Mine.
23 October 1966 [Training] …. Wigpool.
25 November 1966 …. Buffet and dance held at White Hart, Cinderford.

Observations made from an early practice in New Dunn

www.gcrg.org.uk
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First Constitution of the group
25th May 1966
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1967
[CALLOUT] …. 11 March 1967, Rex Keane (GCRG member) was fatally injured while abseiling Easter iron mine
shaft.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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16 April 1967 [Training] …. Wigpool.

1968
1968 …. Landrover/Ambulance became available, bought and moved to Clearwell Castle and fitted out with racking etc for equipment storage … subsequently stored at Coleford police station.

28th September 1968 …. GCRG hosts the National Cave Rescue Conference at the Berkeley Hotel, Cheltenham
[An impressive feat to organise an event of this nature considering that GCRG had only existed for 3 years at this
point, Ed].

GCRG newsheet

15 December 1968 [Training] …. Buckshaft.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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1969
At the AGM of 31 May 1969, the Hon Secretary (Derek Appleing) proposed an annual subscription of 5/ to [1]
show those who were serious about cave rescue and [2] to raise much needed funds. At the 1970 AGM this as
cancelled & replaced with voluntary donations.

‘GELINITE IN OLD MINE WORKINGS’
On 20th January 1969 GCRG was contacted by the Coleford police to report that ten sticks of gelignite had been
found in New Dun by a caver and had been subsequently blown up by the army. The police representative
then went on to suggest that it would be good for GCRG to warn its members of the dangers of finding further
explosives which “under some circumstances the slightest touch could cause an explosion.”

www.gcrg.org.uk
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4 May 1969 [Training] …. Old Bow iron mine.

Local newspaper cutting (probably dates from 1969)

1969, GCRG at Symonds Yat
Photo: Tony Day

1969, inside GCRG’s first ambulance
Photo: Tony Day
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1969, cave rescue training at
Symonds Yat

1969, cave rescue training at
Symonds Yat

Photo: Tony Day

Photo: Tony Day

1970
18 April 1970 [Training] …. Buckshaft scowle hole.
9 June 1970 …. one of a series of rescue-associated lectures
is held at the Red Lion, Huntley.
12 July 1970 [Training] …. Bream scowles.

An early example of a GCRG membership form
(dates from 1966 to 1971)

www.gcrg.org.uk
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1971 to 1980
CALLOUTS AND REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE
The following events involved GCRG in one form or another, whether just being on standby, the involvement of
just a small number of group members, or as a full callout.
5 March 1972 …. OFD (1-2), only GCRG members with wetsuits were put on standby. In the end not needed
due to the use of application of a plaster cast to the casualty’s damaged ankle.
12 August 1973 …. Old Ham search, lost party.
20 January 1974 …. Lost party in Old Ham/Old Bow.
7 October 1974 …. Lost party in Old Ham.
8 March 1975 …. Old Ham, search for possible missing cavers (found camping in Railway Churn).
5 July 1976 …. Lost party in Old Ham, found ok.
31 May 1979 …. Otter Hole, party (Bath University) trapped by sump not opening.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS INVOLVING THE GROUP
1971
1971 …. Article on GCRG in ‘Gloucestershire Life’.
10 January 1971 [Training] …. New Dun (near shaft, beyond Gelignite Chamber).
18 April 1971 [Training] …. Old Bow.
1971 (AGM) …. The Constitution was amended so that the group now has a permanent Chairman as part of
the committee. This negates the need to have a guest Chairman attending from South Wales, Mendips etc.
11 July 1971 [Training] …. Old Bow.

26 September 1971 [Training] …. Westbury Brook.
10 October 1971 [Training] …. Worcester/Bixslade Quarries.
December 1971 (Committee Meeting) …. Treasurer, staggered at the high cost of running the ambulance per
year (£11, petrol & insurance), suggested the use of a horsebox which could instead be towed at no expense.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Early 1970s examples of advertising for forthcoming events.

1972
9 January 1972 [Training] …. Yew Tree Pit/New Dun.
[CALLOUT] …. 5 March 1972, OFD (1-2), only GCRG members with wetsuits were put on standby. In the end not
needed due to the use of application of a plaster cast to the casualty’s damaged ankle.
9 April 1972 [Training] …. Symonds Yat/C Caves.

9 July 1972 [Training] …. Lambsquay to Old Ham, casualty carry.
1972 (October Newsletter) …. Ambulance recorded as being in a sorry state but still just about usable – decision
made to obtain a caravan approx. 12-15 ft in length which could then be converted into a mobile store, GCRG
office and HQ. Consequently, the heavier rescue items are held at the RFDCC tackle store at the Butchers Arms,
Clearwell.
1972 …. Rota for ambulance drivers for January and
February (D Appleing, M Sterry, I Standing, C Anderson, A Day, G Clissold).

10 October 1972 [Training] …. Robin Hood Pit.

GCRG Ambulance, early 1970s

www.gcrg.org.uk
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An early example of a Cave Rescue notice to be left in a car when on a callout.

1973
1973 (June Newsletter) …. Ambulance now scrapped and replaced with a caravan which is now stored at the
Coleford Police Station.
In 1973, the group produced its first information handbook.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Early 1970s GCRG callout handbook

www.gcrg.org.uk
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7 January 1973 [Training] …. Surface/Underground Search (Forest of Dean).
8 April 1973 [Training] …. Clearwell Caves/Old Ham.
8 July 1973 [Training] …. Tufts (flooded lower level).
[CALLOUT] …. 12 August 1973, Old Ham, search for lost party.
7 October 1973 [Training] …. Bixslade Quarry area.

1974
7 January 1974 [Training] …. Old Ham (carry from bottom of shaft at Easter dig end of New Dun pit 2nd landing).
1974 (Petrol Rationing)
A notice sent out advertising the practice to be held on 7 Jan 1974 (carrying a casualty from the bottom of
the climbing shaft at the Easter dig end of New Dun pit [second landing]) stated the following …
“The caravan will be in position as HQ, providing that petrol rationing is not introduced before the practice
day. If rationing is introduced please ring me (Di Court) on Fri 4 th Jan so that I can inform you of the practice
can go ahead – all depends upon the severity of the rationing.”

[CALLOUT] …. 20 January 1974, lost party in Old
Ham/Old Bow.

7 April 1974 [Training] …. SO 6554 1954.
7 July 1974 [Training] …. Oakwood Mill Deep
Level.
6 October 1974 [Training] …. Wigpool.

[CALLOUT] …. 7 October 1974, lost party in Old
Ham.

An early 1970s advert for a forthcoming
training exercise in New Dun.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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In November 1974, spare caving equipment was advertised for sale in order to raise funds for the group.

1975
5 January 1975 [Training] …. Lambsquay/Old Ham (search).
[CALLOUT] …. 8 March 1975, Old Ham search for possibly missing cavers (found camping in Railway Churn).

1976
6 January 1976 [Training] …. Devil’s Chapel.
4 July 1976 [Training] …. Search in Lambsquay/Dun/Ham complex (incentive of 1/2 gallon of cider to be given
to the person who finds the missing caver before 15:00).
[CALLOUT] …. 5 July 1976, Lost party in Old Ham, found ok.
3 October 1976 [Training] …. Old Ham.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Callout list for June 1976

1977
15 January 1977 [Training] …. Otter Hole (carry from sump to car park).
12 March 1977 [Training] …. Otter Hole.

3 July 1977 [Training] …. Perseverance iron mine.
October 1977 [Training] …. Westbury Brook.

1978
8 January 1978 [Training] …. Cleeve Hill search and casualty rescue from Isaac’s Cave.

16 April 1978 [Training] …. Old Ham.
1 July 1978 [Training] …. Otter Hole.
1 October 1978 [Training] …. Devil’s Chapel.

1979
1979 …. GCRG adopts the Warden system and the following are appointed:
P Capper, Maurice Febry, John Elliott, John Hutchinson, Anthony White, Sally Harvey, Derek Appleing, Jim
Hay, Bruce Hendrie, Paul Taylor, Phil Schwartz, John Berry
1 April 1979 [Training] …. Seymour’s Swallet.
www.gcrg.org.uk
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[CALLOUT] …. 31 May 1979, Otter Hole, party (Bath University) trapped by sump not opening.

1 July 1979 [Training] …. Old Bow.
7 October 1979 [Training] …. Old Ham.
1979 (Newsletter) …. An ambulance has been donated to GCRG, just needs moving to the Forest & re-painting.
A small caravan has also been donated; will be used as a field kitchen and for carrying heavy equipment.
1979 …. GCRG joins SWERA (South West England Rescue Association) and becomes an official Mountain Rescue
Post (No. 100).

1980
1980 …. GCRG receives a grant of £250 from the central Silver Jubilee Trust , for a stretcher for Otter Hole.
3 March 1980 [Training] …. Old Ham.
12/13 July 1980 [Training] …. Otter Hole.

September 1980 (newsletter) …. Due to rising costs of printing/postage, the newsletter will in future only go to
regular attendees. All other members will get the post-AGM one and all other copies will be available at the
Butchers & via club newsletters.
5 October 1980 [Training] …. Old Ham.
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1981 to 1990
CALLOUTS AND REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE
The following events involved GCRG in one form or another, whether just being on standby, the involvement of
just a small number of group members, or as a full callout.
17/19 January 1981 …. Agen Allwedd (Southern Stream passage, Tim Flannigan). GCRG members had potential
issues with cars running out of petrol.
12/13 March 1983 …. Search in Nailsworth area for 3 boys who had probably gone underground, found in Rockness mine.
1986 …. Old Ham (caver fell 20ft & broke a few bones, in the lower sections of the system, with partner (who did
not know the way out to get help) (newsletter, July 1987).
1986 …. Old Ham, lost group of 5 cavers, callout made and they were quickly located and brought out.
28 March 1987 …. GCRG assist (with 3 diggers) SWCRO with the rescue of a caver trapped in a collapse at a dig
(Coed-y-Mwstwr Woods Cave) near Bridgend.
20 July 1987 …. Otter Hole, party late (from RAF Locking), sump not opening.
12 August 1987 …. Mounton Brook dig (between Chepstow & Shirenewton) callout (assistance also from
SWCRO), roof collapse, caver trapped & buried.
23/24 January 1988 …. OFD, HADES party trapped by rising water.
30 January 1988 …. GCRG on standby for incident at OFD.
2 April 1989 …. Missing person search (mines & caves of the Nailsworth area), body later recovered by Police
from a pond (8 GCRG personnel searched 15 mines/caves in an operation that lasted 4 hours).
26 April 1989 …. Old Ham, GFRS bring casualty (knee injury) out (school party) with GCRG assistance.
25 June 1989 …. GCRG requested to attend (and assist GFRS) a climbing incident at Symonds Yat; climber had fallen into a cave entrance.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS INVOLVING THE GROUP
1981
4 January 1981 [Training] …. Wigpool.
[CALLOUT] …. 17-19 January 1981, Agen Allwedd (Tim Flannigan, Southern Stream Passage). GCRG members had
potential issues with cars running out of petrol due to lack of available open garages (no 24-hour petrol stations
back then!)
5 April 1981 [Training] …. Old Ham.
July 1981 [Training] …. DYO (joint practice with SWCRO).
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1982
4 April 1982 [Training] …. Old Bow.
15/16 May 1982 [Training] …. DYO (joint practice with SWCRO).
18 July 1982 [Training] …. Westbury Brook.

1983
[CALLOUT] …. 12-13 March 1983, no details (newsletter, March 1983).
27 April 1983 [Training] …. Cranham stone mine.
22 October 1983 [Training] …. Joint practice at Agen Allwedd.

1984
8 January 1984 [Training] …. Symonds Yat.
7 October 1984 [Training] …. Worcester Quarry.

1985
16 January 1985 [Training] …. Symonds Yat area.
31 March 1985 [Training] …. Old Ham.
7 July 1985 [Training] …. Symonds Yat area.

1986
[CALLOUT] …. 1986, Old Ham (caver fell 20ft & broke a few bones, in the lower sections of the system, with
partner (who did not know the way out to get help) (newsletter, July 1987).
Exercise in Old Ham/Clearwell Complex [5 January 1986] …. search for ‘casualties’ (beer mats and bottles of
beer). Beer supplied by Hawthorn Brewery, including a barrel for afterwards.

Glos Citizen, 7th January 1986
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Glos Citizen, 7th January 1986
Glos Citizen, 7th January 1986

6 April 1986 [Training] …. The Doward.
AGM (6 June 1986) …. held in BBQ Churn, Clearwell Caves. The request was made to attendees to “please bring a
chair, evening dress”.
5 July 1986 [Training] …. Otter Hole (carry from sump 2).
5 October 1986 [Training] …. Wigpool.
December 1986 (newsletter) …. GCRG now has a ‘new’ caravan, stored at Coleford police station. The group is
also applying to become a registered charity. Finances at this point are severely stretched.
[CALLOUT] …. December 1986, Old Ham …. lost group of 5 cavers, callout made and they were quickly located
and brought out.

1987

Glos Citizen, 10th December 1986

1987 …. GCRG starts the construction of its own Ogof Phones.
4 January 1987 [Training] …. Westbury Brook.
[CALLOUT] …. 28 March 1987, GCRG assist (with 3 diggers) SWCRO with the rescue of a caver trapped in a collapse at a dig (Coed-y-Mwstwr Woods Cave) near Bridgend.
5 April 1987 [Training] …. Old Ham.
www.gcrg.org.uk

31

Mountain Rescue Post No. 100

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

Registered Charity No. 900316

[CALLOUT] …. 20 July 1987, Otter Hole, party late (from RAF Locking), sump not opening.
[CALLOUT] …. 12 August 1987, Mounton Brook dig (between Chepstow & Shirenewton) callout (assistance also
from SWCRO), roof collapse, caver trapped & buried.
23 August 1987 …. [Old Ham Time Trials] ‘Pit Bottom Race’ (organised
by RFDCC) and consisting of the fastest possible time from ‘Pit Bottom’
to the car park near Old Ham entrance. Entrance fee £1, BBQ afterwards raises £80 for GCRG. 41 cavers take part. Winning time was 9
minutes and 42 seconds.
4 October 1987 [Training] …. Old Ham/Old Bow/Red Pit/Yew Tree Pit
(using the new Yew Tree Pit finds by the GSS). Ogofone demonstrated
by SWCRO (subsequent decision made by GCRG to have its own Ogofone in 1988).

GCRG holds a successful jumble sale in Gloucester and makes a profit
of about £75 (newsletter, Nov/Dec 1987).

1988
3 January 1988 [Training] …. Brinchcombe Level.
[CALLOUT] …. 23/24 January 1988, OFD, HADES party trapped by rising water.
[CALLOUT] …. 30 January 1988, GCRG on standby for incident at OFD.
Wardens
As of February 1988, the GCRG Wardens were: Maurice Febry, Sally Harvey, Jim Hay, Paul Taylor, John Berry,
John Elliot, John Hutchinson, Doug McClean, Phil Schwartz, Roger Gosling, Claire Bishop, Chris Bowen.
10 April 1988 [Training] …. Robin Hood iron mine (land shaft).

19 June 1988 [Old Ham Time Trials], winner was Malcolm Taylor with a time of 11 minutes & 10 seconds. This
was followed by a BBQ at the Crown, Coalway. Total raised for GCRG was over £89.
July 1988 [Training] …. Old Bow (Severn Sound radio in attendance).
2 October 1988 [Training] …. Old Ham (carry from New Dun, No.2 level).

1989
1989 …. GCRG receives £250 from Central ITV as part of their Telethon appeal.
GCRG had applied for £1600 to pay for a pair of mole-phones. Central ITV had arranged for Bob Machin to come
down with the mole-phones & filmed their use in Clearwell caves along with some stretcher manoeuvring and a
sequence with Comedian Jimmy Cricket. This was televised as part of a programme called ‘Thanks a Million’ and
shown on Central ITV on 22 December 1988.
8 January 1989 [Training] …. Wigpool.
[CALLOUT] …. 2 April 1989, Missing person search (mines & caves of the Nailsworth area). 8 GCRG personnel
searched 15 mines/caves in an operation that lasted 4 hours. Body later recovered by Police on the surface.
9 April 1989 [Training] …. GCRG takes part in a large area exercise in Lower Wye Valley with SARA/SWERA.
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1989 …. GCRG officially presented with an ex-GFRS Landrover (newsletter, July/Aug 1989) and made available
through the Public Protection Committee. To be stored at a locked garage at the Coleford Police Station.
[CALLOUT] - 26 April 1989, Old Ham, GFRS bring casualty (knee injury) out (school party) with GCRG assistance.

[CALLOUT] …. 25 June 1989, GCRG requested to attend (and assist GFRS) at a climbing incident at Symonds Yat
(climber had fallen into a cave entrance).
2 July 1989 [Training] …. Wigpool.

9 July 1989 [Old Ham Time Trials] “Lambsquay to Old Ham”, winner was Greg Jones with a time of 18 minutes &
20 seconds. £58 raised for GCRG.
2/3 September 1989 [Training] …. DYO (with SWCRO).
8 November 1989 [Training] …. Wigpool.

1990
1990 …. GCRG landrover & members provide support to the cheese-rolling event held in May 1990.
7 January 1990 [Training] …. Clearwell Caves.
31 March 1990 [Training] …. Daren Cilau (joint practice).
www.gcrg.org.uk
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1 April 1990 [Training] …. Westbury Brook.
8 July 1990 [Training] …. Soudley (Brinchcombe).
7 October 1990 [Training] …. Symonds Yat.

1991 to 2000
CALLOUTS AND REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE
The following events involved GCRG in one form or another, whether just being on standby, the involvement of
just a small number of group members, or as a full callout.
24 July 1991 …. Wetsink - 4 GSS members (at Kiln Hole) assist with the rescue of a Belgian caver who had had
fallen and trapped his leg in the ladder. Using a pulley from Kiln shaft, the casualty was hauled/life-lined up the
pitch.
28/30 December 1991 …. Daren Cilau (casualty suffered a disclocated shoulder at the Hard Rock Cafe).
28 February 1992 …. Missing/overdue boys in Clearwell/Old Bow.
5 April 1992 …. Wetsink, fall from Balcony Pitch (Dave Bowdley).
6 April 1992 …. Wetsink (small callout, concluded ok) (short writeup in Newsletter, June 1992).
4 March 1993 …. Lost party in Merlin’s Cave (Doward), all ok, lights failed.
28 May 1994 …. Wetsink, fall in Zurree Aven (John Hewitt).
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June 1995 …. Novice caver, slipped on slope above Doward caves.
Feb 1996 …. Wetsink, caver exhausted, unable to climb Mouse Aven; GCRG on standby but stood down after
another group in the cave assisted.
3 July 1996 …. Overdue party, Wigpool.
3 July 1996 …. Wetsink (Ian Jeffries rescue).
(Later, in 1997 GCRG was approached by BBC TV in regard to the filming of a reconstruction of the incident for
the ‘999’ TV programme.)
2/3 October 1996 …. Stuck caver, Ban-y-Gor, callout made at 1 am. Caver finally extricated by wedging rescuers
(and gear) under him in order to lift him higher in the slot. Returned to the surface at about 3.45 am. Most cavers back at their cars by 5 am. 24 GCRG members attended.
9/10 February 1997 …. St Braivels, dog stuck in rift, 6 GCRG members attended.
31 August/1 September 1997 …. Otter Hole, party (Devon SS), delayed due to heavy rain.
2 September 1999 …. Surface search assistance (3 GCRG members) to Police, looking at disused shafts in Parkend
& Yorkley area.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS INVOLVING THE GROUP
1991
5 January 1991 [Training] …. Coleford Police Station.
30 June 1991 [Training] …. DYO (with SWCRO).
13 July 1991 [Training] …. Old Ham.
[CALLOUT] …. 24 July 1991, Wetsink - 4 GSS members (at Kiln Hole) assist with the rescue of a Belgian caver who
had had fallen and trapped his leg in the ladder. Using a pulley from Kiln shaft, the casualty was hauled/life-lined
up the pitch.
6 October 1991 [Training] …. Clearwell Caves (Rescue Techniques workshop).

24 November 1991 [Training] …. Major Search & Rescue Ex (SAREX 91) in the Forest of Dean. GCRG & teams
from South & Mid Wales (Old Ham and Wetsink).
[CALLOUT] …. 28/30 December 1991, Daren Cilau (casualty suffered a dislocated shoulder at the Hard Rock
Cafe).

1992
1992 …. Valkyries Caving Club becomes affiliated to the group.
12 January 1992 [Training] …. new Cheltenham sewer system.
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EXERCISE ‘PADDLE’
January 1992
(Article reproduced from the June 1992 newsletter.)
This rescue practice was somewhat different to that which we are used to. To begin with it was held in Cheltenham, and secondly it was in a man-made hole in the ground!
Following a casual conversation about the traffic chaos due to road works in Cheltenham it was decided by Paul
Taylor and myself to use the road works for a rescue practice. I say ‘road works’, but in reality it was the new
main sewer tunnel which runs some 700m from Hewlett Road to College Road, not far from the Fire Service HQ.
Permission to use the tunnel was given by Messers Lilley Construction and Cheltenham Borough Council.
The scenario for the rescue was that members of the press had been invited into the access shaft to make reports and take photographs. Whilst at the bottom of the shaft, a coffer dam holding back thousands of gallons
of water, gave way. All but two of the press managed to get out. These two being washed down the 950mm
pipe. Our job was to locate and remove the two people.
The teams entered the pipe system by the access shaft and went in each direction. The plan was to evacuate
the casualties by another access shaft some 300m away. This had to be rigged by a third team. The shafts were
some 50ft deep and 30ft across. The casualties were positioned in the sewer via an access manhole halfway
between the two shafts, but were positioned some 10ft above the main sewer. Initially there was quite a bit
descent about how easy this exercise was going to be and that it was not a ‘real cave’.
As it transpired, it was far more difficult than most people imagined. The construction company had (at our request) placed debis – bricks, buckets and a wheelbarrow, etc in the pipes. Add to that not being able to stand
up and the noise of sewage flowing in another section of pipe making communication difficult, and it seemed to
sort out the men from the boys! I should add at this stage that the pipes we were in were sewage free and new
…… shame!
Back at the evacuation access shaft rigging was in progress to pull up the stretcher once it had emerged. Prior
to this about a foot of water had to be pumped out using the GCRG pump. A convenient 110v supply being
found on the construction site.
After around 2 hours nothing had been seen or heard of the team that went upstream. According to our visit a
week before, this section of pipe only went about 200m. When they did finally return it would seem that the
pipe they were in had been joined to the new extension and they had travelled some half a mile before exiting
past some rather puzzled Irish workmen!
It was nice to see some new faces at the practice; perhaps we ought to move to more training sessions around
the county a bit more?
After the practice, shower facilities were made available at the Fire Station and access to their (cheap) bar had
been arranged.

Some interesting lessons were learned on the day – like the fact that you can’t turn a stretcher round if its longer than the pipe’s diameter, and don’t always assume that the stretcher you are given is necessarily the best
one for the job. There have been some good feedback points from the casualty too. For example, we need to
get a full-face visor instead of just goggles – it’s difficult to wipe mud etc off your face when your hands & arms
are in a thermal body bag.
And finally, starting this month, a similar tunnelling task is commencing in Gloucester at the junction of Escourt
Road/Cheltenham Road. The contractors know of GCRG and what to do if something goes wrong …….
Oh yes! Why exercise “Paddle”? Well, we tried the ‘999’ system on the day (with prior liaison with the Police)
and had to give the event a name. Well, being a sewer, I’m sure you know the old saying about being up a certain type of creek without one!
Paul Taylor/Nick Negus
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CALLOUT
28th February 1992

CLEARWELL
GCRG members involved in a search for an overdue party.
The article below was originally printed in the June 1992 newsletter.
Cave Rescue Incident on 28th Feb 1992
At approx. 1.30 am I was rudely awoken by the telephone ringing. An Inspector Whitlock from Cheltenham Police H.Q. said that he had been trying to contact a G.C.R.G warden and that I was the first to answer the phone.
He said that he had a caving incident, three 15 year old boys were missing on a “caving trip” at Clearwell. The
boys had gone caving, after dinner on the 27th Feb and had failed to return home.
It was not until late in the evening that their parents realised that they were missing. The parents had each assumed that the boys were at each others homes.
Inspector Whitlock asked if G.C.R.G would send a team to look for the boys. I said that I would get together a
small team of G.C.R.G. members and we would make a quick initial search. If we failed to find the boys then we
would have to call out more members for a more thorough search.
The Inspector asked for the names of the G.C.R.G. members who would be taking part in the initial search. I said
that I couldn’t be sure of who I could get hold of, so it would be better if those members turning up at the
search gave their names to the police officer at the scene. This the Inspector agreed to, and I told him that as
soon as we had organised a team I would ring him back to say that we were on our way.
I tried to get hold of Chris Hutchinson three times, but received no answer. I then managed to get hold of John
Elliot and Clare Bishop. I asked Clare to phone Ray and Jonathan Wright. I then asked Alison to phone John Sibley and John Hine, while I sorted my caving kit out. We now had a team of seven, so I rang the Inspector to tell
him that we were on our way. I told Alison to stay put near the phone in case we needed her to call out more
G.C.R.G. members.
When I arrived at the entrance to the chicken farm, where we had arranged to meet, I found that Clare, John
Elliot and John Hine were there already and Ray and Jonathan and John Sibley turned up a few minutes later.
Two police cars were also there and the boys parents.
Our names were taken by the police and then Clare took charge of the search, someone said that the boys
might have been trying to do a through trip, as they had been underground the previous week with some
friends who knew the route. Clare sent Jonathan and John Sibley down Old Ham, Ray and Mole down
Lambsquay and me, Elliot and herself down Old Bow.
On entering Old Bow we found the boys in a few minutes. We were shouting all the time and when we arrived
in the chamber where you turn off for Red Pit we heard a plaintive shout of “Help!” coming from the top of the
Red Pit Road.
There we found three boys lying on the floor. Their lights had gone out, they only had a 6v lantern torch and a
scoutmaster torch between them, no helmets and they were wearing sweatshirts. Apart from feeling cold and
subdued they were ok. They had entered Old Bow from the Lambsquay entrance and had stopped on the Red
Pit Road when their lights had started to fail. They didn’t know that they were only a few hundred feet from Old
Bow entrance. The boys had been underground for approx. 12 hours.
We took them to the surface where their parents were waiting. The parents and boys thanked us for turning out
and then went home at approx. 3am. The parents were surprised when we said that we would have to wait for
at least another half hour for the rest of our team to surface, they didn’t realise how extensive the mines were.

www.gcrg.org.uk

37

Mountain Rescue Post No. 100

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

Registered Charity No. 900316

I eventually arrived home at 4am. I rang Inspector Whitlock and told him that the rescue team had now gone
home. He thanked G.C.R.G. for their prompt action.
J. Hine has since received a letter of apology from one of the boys.
Ray Wright has since mended the Lambsquay entrance gate which had been vandalised, and has also locked
the Old Bow gate again. Old Ham gate was locked on the day of the incident but we weren’t sure if the boys
had used that entrance, someone might have left it open during the day.
To summarise, the rescue was a success for G.C.R.G. :
The call out was initiated properly by Cheltenham Police H.Q.
The police inspector took our names for insurance purposes.
We managed to raise an initial search team, promptly, even though the incident was in the early hours of
the morning.
We found the missing boys within a few minutes of starting our search.
The only thing that spoilt our search was the wildly inaccurate reporting in the Citizen that day. “ Park End
Cave Rescue Team were called to the scene and after a two hour battle the three boys were discovered near
a main path”.
P. Schwarz
25.3.92
4 April 1992 [Training] …. Surface search (Ban-y-Gor, High Wood, Dennel Wood, Tidenham Quarry).
5 July 1992 [Training] …. Wetsink (Zurree Aven, pitches).
[CALLOUT] …. 5 April 1992, Wetsink, fall from Balcony Pitch (Dave Bowdley).
[CALLOUT] …. 6 April 1992, Wetsink (small callout, concluded ok) (short writeup in newsletter, June 1992).

GCRG collecting ‘tin’
A number of these were located at various points in
the Forest of Dean
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CALLOUT
5th April 1992
WETSINK
GCRG members were called out to rescue Dave Bowdley who had fallen from Balcony Pitch and broken his leg.

FOREST REVIEW, 21 April 2017
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4 October 1992 [Training] …. Westbury Brook.

1993

December …. A £40,000 grant from the ‘Foundation of Sport and the Arts’ was obtained to enable the purchase of Littledean Hill depot (former Highways Depot) for £37,000. Around the same time a sub-committee
was formed to deal with the refit of the newly purchased depot.

2 January 1993 [Training] …. Noxon Park.
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3 July 1993 [Training] …. OFD (with WBCRT).
3 October 1993 [Training] …. First training at the new GCRG depot.

1994
4 January 1994 [Training] …. The Doward (Merlin’s Cave).
10 April 1994 [Training] …. The Doward.

CALLOUT
28th May 1994

WETSINK
GCRG members were called out to rescue John Hewitt who had suffered a fall in Zurree Aven.
The article below was originally recorded in the June 1994 newsletter.
Fractured spine and shoulder in Slaughter Stream Cave (Wet Sink)
On Saturday 28 May 1994, John Hewitt from Luton fell about 25-30 feet while climbing Zurree Aven in Slaughter
Stream Cave. His fall was almost certainly caused by the rock he was climbing on becoming detached. This, of
course, was also the cause of Dave Bowdley’s fall on the entrance pitches of Slaughter just over two years ago.
The rescue call was initiated at about 13:20 by a lady living in one of the houses near the field gate; she would
not let a muddy caver in the house to call. John Berry was the first Warden contacted by the Police.
John managed to find Nick Negus, Andy Clarke and Claire Bishop at home, although being a fine sunny weekend
day, most of the wardens were not at home. Andy went to the entrance and asked the Fire Service to rig the
entrance, while awaiting further GCRG support.
Meanwhile John Hewitt, although having a compression fracture to the spine, a fractured right clavicle and several cuts and bruises, was able to make his way towards the surface with the assistance of his team of cavers. He
was assisted up the pitches, meeting with Andy Clarke part way up the entrance.
Meanwhile, Nick Negus had arrived with kit in the landrover, Mike and Daniel Howell, Phil and Alison Schwartz,
Will and Terry Browning and Jonathan Wright as Surfec Controller, were all involved at the cave. The depot was
manned by Dave Tuffley. Other GCRG members were on route but didn’t get to the cave in time.
GCRG received a letter of thanks from John and Rose Hewitt and a donation of £50.
3 July 1994 [Training] …. Bixslade Quarries.

CALLOUT
20th November 1994

WHITTINGTON STONE MINE
GCRG was called out to recover the body of a member of the Hereford Caving Club who had died while on a trip
into the Whittington stone mine.
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1995
GCRG gains the flexible orange rollup stretcher (Brecon stretcher) and Brecon spinal splint (newsletter, Sept
1995).
8 January 1995 [Training] …. Devil’s Chapel.
12 February 1995 [Training] …. Joint practice with Dudley Cave Rescue Team.
2 April 1995 [Training] …. Depot and the Doward.
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2 July 1995 [Training] …. Depot.
8 October 1995 [Training] …. Wetsink.

1996
Purchase of a new Landrover/Ambulance
The newsletter of April 1996 (issue 2) reported that money from the National Lottery fund had been allocated
to the group for the purchase of a new Landrover Defender (110 Tdi). The vehicle was subsequently purchased
during the financial year ending on 31 March 1997 and the old landrover was sold for £1250.
GCRG again supports the cheese-rolling event, 8 members assist St John’s Ambulance at Coopers Hill.
22 June 1996 …. GCRG runs the ‘Team Challenge’ event (a good successful event, see June ’96 newsletter).

CALLOUT
3rd/4th July 1996
WETSINK
In the early hours of the 4th of July, GCRG members were called out to rescue Ian Jeffries who had fallen down
the ‘Twin Avens’ and broken his leg.
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6 October 1996 [Training] …. Wigpool.
7 July 1996 [Training] …. Kit cleaning and de-brief at the depot (following the Wetsink rescue).

CALLOUT
2nd/3rd October 1996

BAN-Y-GOR
GCRG members were called out to rescue Keith Bucknall who had become stuck in the cave at a notorious tight
rift.
The callout was made at 1 am. Keith was finally extricated by wedging rescuers (and gear) under him in order
to lift him higher in the slot. Returned to the surface at about 3.45 am. Most cavers back at their cars by 5 am.
24 GCRG members attended.
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1997
2 March 1997 [Training] …. Depot.
1 June 1997 [Training] …. Redhouse.
14 June 1997 …. GCRG again runs the ‘Team Challenge’ at Mallards Pike Lake.

7 September 1997 [Training] …. Depot & Wetsink (pitch rigging).

1998
January 1998 …. Formation of the (Forest of Dean) Mines Rescue Digout Team. Comprising volunteers from
GCRG and Freeminers, as backup to the Dinas Mines Rescue Team (for operating in the Forest).
AGM 1998 …. Information Officer reports that GCRG has 90 members on the callout list and that the membershp was mainly drawn from 3 clubs: Hades, 25; GSS, 21; RFDCC, 37 & Out-of-county, 7.
www.gcrg.org.uk
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June/July 1998 [Training] …. (Old Bow?)
6 September 1998 [Training] …. Clearwell Caves (joint training with Mines Rescue Team).
7 December 1998 [Training] …. Old Bow & the Depot.

1999
7 March 1999 [Training] …. Symonds Yat (surface search).
6 June 1999 [Training] …. Bixhead.
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5 September 1999 [Training] …. Wetsink.
5 December 1999 [Training] …. Wetsink.

2000
5 March 2000 [Training] …. Drakelow Tunnels (Combined Exercise with Dudley CRT).

2000 (or 2001) …. ‘Mines Dig Out Team’ conducts a multi-agency Exercise at Haynes Bailey (Freemine); Followon exercises are held at Oakwood Mill and Hopewell Colliery.
3 September 2000 [Training] …. Hole-in-the-Hedge.
3 December 2000 [Training] …. Miss Graces Lane (shaft only).

2001 to 2010
CALLOUTS AND REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE
The following events involved GCRG in one form or another, whether just being on standby, the involvement
of just a small number of group members or as a full callout.
25/26 February 2001 …. Daren Cilau (in support to WBCRT).
9 September 2002 …. OFD (in support to WBCRT).
24 July 2003 …. Otter Hole (Laura Trowbridge).
Late April 2004 …. Monument mine (miner hit by roof fall, GCRG called out to assist).
12/13 June 2004 …. Wetsink, fall in Zurree Aven (Robin McDougal, full report in Sept 2004 newssheet).

TIMELINE OF EVENTS INVOLVING THE GROUP
2001
February - October 2001 …. Foot & Mouth across the country severely restricts access to the countryside.
[CALLOUT] …. 25/26 February 2001, …. Daren Cilau.
7 June 2001 [Training] …. Combined rescue exercise with GFRS & Mines Rescue at Clearwell Caves.
8 June 2001 …. GCRG landrover & stand on display at the Longlevens Infant School fete, squeeze machine
proves popular!
2 September 2001 [Training] …. Miss Graces Lane.
2001 (October) …. New warden’s manual introduced.

2 December 2001 [Training] …. Bixslade stone mine.

2002
2002 …. Decision taken to replace the control caravan due to its deteriorating condition and that it could not
be guaranteed to be able to be get to a rescue.
www.gcrg.org.uk
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In order to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II in 2002, it was decided
that a commemorative medal would be issued, not just to members of HM Forces,
but also (amongst others) the Voluntary Emergency Services (this included Mountain
Rescue and Cave Rescue).
GCRG members who had served 5 or more years were subsequently awarded the
medal.

2 March 2002 [Training] …. Old Ham/Depot.
2 April 2002 [Training] …. Training day at Total Access.
16 June 2002 [Training] …. Colwall railway tunnel.
4 July 2002 [Training] …. Combined mines rescue Exercise at Hopewell Colliery.

Golden Jubilee Medal
Photo: Paul Taylor

1 September 2002 [Training] …. Wetsink.
1 December 2002 [Training] …. Depot.
2 March 2002 [Training] …. Old Ham & the Depot.
2 April 2002 [Training] …. Training day at Total Access.
16 June 2002 [Training] …. Colwall railway tunnel.
4 July 2002 [Training] …. Combined mines rescue Exercise at Hopewell Colliery.
1 September 2002 [Training] …. Wetsink.

1 December 2002 [Training] …. Depot.

2003
7 March 2003 [Training] …. Depot.
1 June 2003 [Training] …. Doward Pancake Mines.

CALLOUT
24th July 2003

OTTER HOLE
GCRG was involved in a large-scale and complicated rescue of Laura Trowbridge who had suffered a fall and
broken her pelvis in Otter Hole, beyond the tidal sump.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Steve Tomalin [L] and Craig Cameron [R] glad its all
over!
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EXERCISE (WETSINK/SLAUGHTER STREAM CAVE)
6th September 2003

11 September 2003 [Training] …. Hopewell Colliery (with Mines Rescue Team)

14 December 2003 [Training] …. Old Ham/New Dun (with Mines Rescue Team).

2004
2004 …. a grant of £2500 from the Summerfield Trust enables the depot roof to
be replaced & exterior cladding applied.
2004 …. ‘T Card’ system introduced; earlier, in 2003, it had been decided to use
this system as a method of being able to easily control (at a rescue & practice)
who was where underground and doing what. Previously, all members going
underground were issued with a numbered ‘tag’ to be returned to the control
point upon exit from the cave.
2004 …. Depot roof replaced and walls covered in cladding.
7 March 2004 [Training] …. Depot.
Example of a ‘tag’ (the actual
GCRG ones were round)
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MINES RESCUE EXERCISE (HOPEWELL COLLIERY)
11th September 2003
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CALLOUT
April 2004

MONUMENT MINE
GCRG is called out to assist with the rescue of a miner
trapped by a roof fall.

GCRG DEPOT
May 2004
GCRG members help to re-roof the depot and add the green cladding to the outside of the building.
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Photos: Nicky Bayley & Jon Maisey

6 June 2004 [Training] …. Depot.

CALLOUT
12th/13th June 2004
WETSINK
GCRG members, with support from West
Brecon Cave Rescue Team [WBCRT] &
Midlands Cave Rescue Organisation,
were called out to rescue Robin McDougal who had suffered a fall in Zurree
Aven.

4 September 2004 [Training] …. SWCC HQ with WBCRT.

2005
6 March 2005 [Training] …. Bixhead.
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2006
4 March 2006 [Training] …. Miss Graces Lane.
4 June 2006 [Training] …. Depot.

3 December 2006 [Training] …. Depot.

GCRG ON TELEVISION!
May 2006
GCRG was approached to see if it could help out and provide ‘extras’ for the BBC over several days for an
episode of Dalziel and Pascoe.
The episode involved a body being found in a cave during a cave rescue, followed by an underground search
for evidence. As caving “supporting artistes” the ‘extras’ had to appear to be carrying out cave rescue activities, mostly in the background, as part of a fictitious “Mid-Yorkshire Cave Rescue Group”.
The GCRG volunteers were: Paul Taylor, Joe Duxbury, Jo Clarke, Gareth Jones, Haidee Jones, Ed Williams,
Craig Cameron and Jan Karvik. The GCRG Land Rover, cunningly disguised, also got in on the act.
Two weeks later the location was Clearwell Caves, in which a set had been constructed to simulate a cave
subject to flooding. Pumps provided a flow of water to produce waterfalls, dripping ceilings and walls, and
fast-flowing rivers.
The two-part episode, “The Cavewoman”, the first in a new series of Dalziel and Pascoe, was broadcast in
early September 2006.

Caving extras display their strength!
Photo: Haidee Jones

The GCRG Land Rover steals the scene from Warren
Clarke and Colin Buchanan

Photo: Haidee Jones
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2007
2007 (AGM) …. Group membership stands at 105.
4 March 2007 [Training] …. Doward.
3 June 2007 [Training] …. Bixhead.
8 September 2007 [Training] …. Wetsink.
2 December 2007 [Training] …. Noxon Park.

2008
9 March 2008 [Training] …. Old Bow.
1 June 2008 [Training] …. Old Bow.
19 July 2008 [Training] …. Joint Exercise with WBCRT in mid-Wales.
7 September 2008 [Training] …. Westbury Brook.
7 December 2008 [Training] …. Doward.

2009
8 March 2009 [Training] …. Miss Graces Lane.
6 September 2009 [Training] …. Wetsink.
6 December 2009 [Training] …. Depot.

2010
7 March 2010 [Training] …. Emmer Green chalk mine (Reading) with SECRO.
September 2010 [Training] …. Huglith mineral mine (Shropshire), joint exercise with MCRO.
5 December 2010 [Training] …. Windrush stone mine.

GCRG GOES FURTHER AFIELD
The original version of this was written by Paul Taylor and Emma Porter and published in the May 2010 newsletter.
A number of years ago, the BCRC (British Cave Rescue Council) in conjunction with ACPO (Association of Chief
Police Officers) divided the UK up so that all police force areas were covered by at least one cave sescue team
that could be called upon to deal with an underground incident within their areas.
For GCRG this meant that the group’s area of responsibility was expanded from Gloucestershire and over the
River Wye into parts of Gwent (Otter Hole & The Doward) along with our existing support roles to the then
Gwent, South Wales and MRO teams. GCRG also became responsible for Hereford & Worcestershire and with a
supporting role for the West Midlands and Warwickshire. The most significant primary responsibility addition
was that of the three counties of Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire who all come under the Thames
Valley Constabulary. The latter county extending beyond Reading and almost to the outer fringes of London.
www.gcrg.org.uk
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From the direction of the South East, the area covered by the SECRO (South East Cave Rescue Organisation)
was also extended to cover the same area around Reading; this allowed for a crossover of resources at this
point.
These changes led to a quadrupling of the GCRG area of responsibility and over the years have held a few
practice exercises on the eastern-side of GCRG’s area covering the Cotswolds and the numerous stone
mines.

Joint SECRO/GCRG Exercise at
Emmer Green chalk mine
(Reading), 7 March 2010

Photo: Jon Maisey
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2011 to 2015
CALLOUTS AND REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE
The following events involved GCRG in one form or another, whether just being on standby, the involvement
of just a small number of group members, or as a full callout.
4 April 2011 …. Old Bow.
16 April 2011 …. Biblins/Doward search (nothing found, potential hoax).
5 May 2011 …. Symonds Yat (C10, member of public got stuck but was able to get himself out).
7 August 2011 …. Daren Cilau (first live use of SARCALL).
16 November 2011 …. Snailbeach mine (supporting MCRO).
6 September 2012 …. OFD (GCRG on standby).
24 October 2012 …. Hartpury/Murrels End (casualty fell down a well; GFRS got casualty out with a ladder).
8 November 2012 …. Climber fell at Symonds Yat (GFRS rescued the casualty).
24 November 2012 …. Wetsink (heavy rain, GCRG on standby).
2 May 2013 …. Ogof Draenen (GCRG on standby).
19 December 2013 …. Brownshill/Chalford (dog rescue).

2 January 2014 …. Lydbrook (land search).
23 April 2014 …. Agen Allwedd (GCRG on standby).
5 May 2014 …. Otter Hole (overdue party, callout not needed in the end).
22 June 2014 …. Soudley (land search).
25 June 2014 …. Robinswood Hill (land search).
18 April 2015 …. Old Ham (overdue/lost party).

TIMELINE OF EVENTS INVOLVING THE GROUP
2011
Wardens
As of April 2011, the GCRG Wardens were: Maurice Febry, John Elliott, John Bery, Dave Tuffley, Steve Tomalin,
Pete Turier, George Price, Dave Appleing, John Hutchinson, Cliff Seymour, Andy Clark, Paul Taylor.
6 March 2011 [Training] …. Depot.
5 June 2011 [Training] …. Ban-y-Gor (with SARA).
August 2011 …. SARCALL system adopted & goes live.
September 2011 …. Depot refurbishment gets underway.

2012
29 March 2012 [Training] …. Surface search training at Lydney Docks area.
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4 March 2012 [Training] …. Noxon Park.
10 June 2012 [Training] …. Depot.

ONGOING WORK AT THE DEPOT DURING 2011

Photo: Jon Maisey

Photo: Nicky Bayley

Photo: Jon Maisey

Photo: Nicky Bayley

Photo: Nicky Bayley
Photo: Jon Maisey
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PRESENTATION OF DIAMOND JUBILEE MEDALS TO GCRG MEMBERS
14th of June 2012, Clearwell Caves
As part of the celebrations to mark the Queen’s 60 years on the throne, commemorative medals had been
struck. These medals, in addition to being awarded to members of HM Forces (just as in 2002 for the Golden
Jubilee) were also issued to members of the voluntary rescue services (as well as members of the Police and
Fire Brigades etc). The criteria to be awarded one of the medals being effective membership of the organisation (in this case GCRG) for 5 or more years.
It was proposed that some form of official ceremony ought to take place in
order to provide a fitting occasion for such an event and being a cave rescue
organisation, where better than somewhere underground as the location for
such an occasion! Paul Taylor (GCRG Chairman) takes up the story
‘I have to say at the outset that I can't take the credit for the idea of holding a
medal presentation underground. That must go to Jon Whiteley from Devon
Cave Rescue Organisation who told me that they were planning theirs for
Kent's Cavern and what were we doing in GCRG?
With a seed sown I thought that's a great idea and Clearwell Caves a tourist
Iron Mine in the Forest of Dean instantly came to mind as a very suitable location.
Being owned by caver's we have a good relationship with them and when contacted they immediately said yes and a date set for the evening of June 14th.
With part of the mine known as Barbecue Churn many parties and events have
been held in the past and it would prove to be very suitable. During the weeks
that followed invitations were sent out to all of the GCRG Medal Recipients and
also four guests contacted to undertake the presentation.
For the night of the event the chamber was transformed with a static display of
gcrg equipment and display boards, Lap Top projector and screen, lectern, tables
and chairs and also the all important food & even more important drinks.

Diamond Jubilee Medal
Photo: Paul Taylor

In total 90 people attended including 48 recipients’ family and friends, GCRG Guests and Distinguished guests.
An excellent mix of light hearted humour blended well with the more serious aspects of the evening dealing
with the presentation of the medals and the heartfelt words of support that were given. How many events
have you been to where one of your guests, the Assistant Chief Constable, was employed to move the table
and lectern when a light failed? All joined in whole hearted with the proceedings and everybody was extremely
complimentary of the location. It had made the event.
From a balcony looking down onto the lower section of the chamber the picture of all the recipients and guests
was taken.
It is fair to say that there is only one word that describes the evening “Fantastic” and thanks are extended to
all who took part and organised the event. It will go down in the history of the group and be remembered for a
very long time. Thanks also go to Rose Taylor & Fiona Cameron for producing the fantastic selection of cakes
that were consumed during the evening.
Special thanks go to Mr Richard Berry Assistant Chief Constable Gloucestershire Constabulary, Mr Jon Hall
Chief Fire Officer Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service, Mr Ceri Evans Deputy Lord Lieutenant Gloucestershire & Mr Tony Forster HSE Mines Inspector who undertook the presentation of the Medals, current Deputy
Gaveller Daniel Howell and John Harvey who held the same post for the previous years and was also a medal
recipient were also in attendance.
The support of all of the staff at Clearwell Caves contributed to the success of the evening and thanks also go
to Jonathan and Ray Wright for making the caves available to us for this very special and unique event’.
www.gcrg.org.uk

66

Mountain Rescue Post No. 100

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

Registered Charity No. 900316

Photo: Chris Howes
Photo: Arthur Champion

Photo: Arthur Champion

Photo: Chris Howes

As of August 2012, the GCRG Wardens were: Maurice Febry, John Elliott, John Berry, Dave Tuffley, Steve
Tomalin, Pete Turier, George Price, Dave Appleing, John Hutchinson, Cliff Seymour, Andy Clark, Paul Taylor,
Kev Brockway, Greg Jones.
2 September 2012 [Training] …. Balls Green Lower.
2 December 2012 [Training] …. Wetsink.
6 December 2012 [Training] …. Coal Mines Exercise.

2013
2013 …. Wetsink/Slaughter Stream Cave training guide produced by Ian Healey.
2013 …. GCRG metal badges produced for sale and Nicky Bayley starts making GCRG mugs.
23 April 2013 …. GCRG members involved in Ex Selfridge (at South Cerney).
May 2013 …. Official opening of the refurbished depot.
2 June 2013 [Training] …. Depot and Wigpool.
6 June 2013 [Training] …. Scenes of crime training (Depot).

www.gcrg.org.uk

67

Mountain Rescue Post No. 100

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

Registered Charity No. 900316

In 2013 Nicky Bayley began producing mugs for sale to raise funds

Photo: Andy Harp

Photo: Nicky Bayley

Enamel badges were also made available for sale

Photo: Jon Maisey

CALLOUT
19th December 2013

ANIMAL RESCUE, BROWNSHILL, STROUD
A small number of GCRG members who were local to the area and available, were able to extract a dog who
had managed to get itself stuck in a small natural rift cave near Brownshill, Stroud.
After a lot of hard work the animal was finally rescued and returned to its grateful owner.
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2014
3 January 2014 [Training] …. Ogof Draenen (with SMWCRT).
2 February 2014 [Training] …. SARA land search training.
3 March 2014 [Training] …. Miss Graces Lane.
22 March 2014 [Training] …. SARA land search training.

STEVE TOMALIN

In July 2014, longstanding GCRG member, Steve Tomalin, sadly passed away after a short illness.
For Steve, caving was an integral part of his life and was a mainstay of both the GSS (he was the Chairman)
and GCRG (he was on the Committee and also a Warden). He had been a member of the GSS and GCRG for
many years.
In the late 1970s, after a friend took him to Old Ham iron mine at Clearwell, Steve was hooked and caving
became a significant part of his life. He joined the Stroud Subterranean Ramblers and then in the early 1980s
he made contact with the GSS and joined the club soon after (1983 or earlier).

Steve at Total Access

Steve at Snailbeach, 2010

Photo: Nicky Bayley

Photo: Nicky Bayley
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Within a short space of time of joining the GSS, Steve also joined GCRG and was soon a member of the committee and also a warden.
As a member of the committee, Steve held most of the positions at one time or another (and ordinary member, Librarian/Archivist, Tackle Officer, Information Officer, Training Co-ordinator and Chairman). It was while
Steve was Chairman (1991-1995) that he was responsible for overseeing the purchase of the building and land
which is now the GCRG depot.

As well as being a member of GCRG, Steve was also a member of the South and Mid-Wales Cave Rescue
(SMWCRT) team and Midland Cave Rescue Organisation (MCRO). He could always be relied on whenever there
was a callout.
Steve’s Auction
In his will, Steve had specified that his outdoor gear should be sold off in order to raise funds for the various
organisations with which he had been involved. After cataloguing all of Steve’s kit (just how much outdoor
gear can one person hold?), a date was arranged for a grand auction. Luckily Liz Maisey (GCRG Treasurer) was
able to persuade a professional Auctioneer (Joe Trinder from the Wotton Auction Rooms) to volunteer his services and really make the day an event.
On the 4th of July 2015 the auction was set up at the GCRG depot on a blazing hot day and Joe set about
getting the assembled crowd to part with their money.
By the end of the afternoon, everything had been sold and in total the sale raised in the region of £2165 each
for GCRG and the MCRO and an additional donation of £250 to the SMWCRT. A fantastic sum to have raised
and also the knowledge that every single item of equipment/clothing etc will have been found a good home
and continue to be used as intended by Steve.

Photo: Jon Maisey

Photo: Jon Maisey

www.gcrg.org.uk

70

Mountain Rescue Post No. 100

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

Registered Charity No. 900316

2 September 2014 [Training] …. Snailbeach Mine (with MCRO).
16 November 2014 …. Sue Ryder working day, in memory of Steve Tomalin.
As a way of saying thankyou to the Sue Ryder organisation for the care that they had provided for Steve,
GCRG volunteered its services to try and help out in some way. Consequently, early on Sunday 16th November, approximately 20 GCRG members turned up at the Sue Ryder Hospice at Leckhampton
(Cheltenham) and set about working to help tidy up some of the woodland within the extensive grounds
of the property. A very productive day was had by all and the local paper (Gloucestershire Echo) even took
a few photos and produced a short newspaper article.

Photo: Paul Taylor

Photo: Paul Taylor
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2015
1 March 2015 [Training] …. Wigpool.
7 (& 28) March 2015 …. Emmer Green chalk mine, GCRG members involved in the training of the local Scouts
and Leaders.

BRITISH CAVE RESCUE COUNCIL CONFERENCE and GCRG 50th ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND
12th-14th June 2015
The BCRC weekend was organised jointly by GCRG & MCRO and held at the Dean Field Studies Centre (Parkend)
and Clearwell Caves.
The last time a national Cave Rescue conference was held in the county (and hosted by GCRG) was back in
1968 , taking place at the Berkeley Hotel, Cheltenham on 28th September. At this point in time the GCRG was
only officially 3 years old and to take on the organisation of such an event would have been no simple matter.
Fast forward now 47 years to 2015 and the (BCRC) conference was back again and this time held in the Forest
of Dean at the Dean Field Studies Centre (DFSC), Parkend.
The organisers would have been happy if just 50-60 people attended but in the end between 150 & 160 eventually attended. It got to the point that eventually the books had to be closed for bookings … not something that
we are aware has been necessary for a BCRC conference before.
From within the attendees, 13 out of the 15 UK cave rescue teams were represented and cave rescue representatives from Tunisia, Hungary, Poland and Canada were also present.
On the Saturday during the day there were displays and presentations of a wide variety of cave rescue-related
equipment and techniques. On the Saturday evening, a special event had been arranged at the Clearwell Caves
to officially celebrate the 50th anniversary of founding of the GCRG. The event, in BBQ churn, consisted of a
meal, live music and a wonderful donation to GCRG of £5000 by Rose and Paul Taylor. It was the generous donation by Rose and Paul that enabled GCRG to buy the CaveLink messaging system, complete the depot’s
equipment washing and drying rooms. and provide additional funds for other equipment purchases. Following
the Clearwell event, the coaches took everyone back to the DFSC where the celebrations continued into the
early hours.
Photos from the weekend
Parkend and the accommodation

Photo: Jon Maisey

Photo: Jon Maisey
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On the Sunday there was an underground exercise, held in Old Ham and attended by approximately 80 people.
Bill Whitehouse (Chairman of BCRC) said afterwards that the event was one of the best, if not the best. That
he had been involved with.

Activities, displays and presentations at the Dean Field Study Centre

Photo: Nicky Bayley
Photo: Jon Maisey

Photo: Nicky Bayley
Photo: Nicky Bayley

Display showing the changes in caving/cave rescue equipment over the last 50 years

Photo: Jon Maisey

Photo: Jon Maisey
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Display showing the changes in caving/cave rescue equipment over the last 50 years

Photo: Jon Maisey

Photo: Jon Maisey

GCRG 50th Anniversary event at Clearwell Caves
13th June 2015

Photo: Andy Harp

Photo: Nicky Bayley

Photo: Andy Harp
Photo: Nicky Bayley
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Live band at the anniversary event

Photo: Nicky Bayley
Photo: Andy Harp
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Sunday morning exercise at Clearwell Caves
14th June 2015

Photo: Jon Maisey

Photo: Andy Harp

Cave Link unit

Photo: Paul Taylor

Photo: Andy Harp

4 July 2015 …. Steve Tomalin’s Auction at the GCRG depot.
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COMMITTEE POSITIONS, 1965-2015
Chairman
Derek Appleing

Secretary
1965-1966

Tony Day

1965-1966

Prior to 1971/72 there was no fixed GCRG Chairman, just guest
Chairmen (Derek Appleing, Tony Day, Gordon Clissold [SWCRO],
Oliver Lloyd [Mendip Cave Rescue]) for the AGM.

Derek Appleing

1966-1973

Gordon Clissold

1971-1972

Jim Hay

1972-1973

Ian Standing

1972-1974

Di Court

1973-1974

John Court

1974-1975

Ian Standing

1974-1975

Doug McLean

1977-1978

Paul Taylor

1975-1978

Paul Taylor

1978-1982, 2002-2015

Sally Fearn/Harvey

1978-1980

Roger Gosling

1984-1987

Pete Male

1984-1987

Jim Hay

1987-1988

Christine Hutchinson

1987-1994

Jim Hay/Paul Taylor

1988-1989

Roger Gosling

1994-1995

George Price

1989-1991

Niki Adlam

1995-1996

Steve Tomalin

1991-1995

Judy Moore

1996-2000

Nick Negus/John Berry

1995-1996

Pete Turier

2000-2015

John Berry

1996-1997

Sally Harvey

1997-1999

Dave Appleing

1999-2002

Treasurer

Information Officer

Les Sherratt

1965-1966

Tony Day

1966-1971

R Stewart

1965-1966

John Court

1970-1973

Jim Hay

1966-1970

Ian Standing

1971-1973

Laurie Gage

1970-1971

Roger Solari

1973-1974

Colin Anderson

1971-1973

John Berry

1974-1978

Tony Day

1972-1973

Anthony (Chalkie) White

1978-1980

John Court

1973-1974

Rose Taylor

1985-1987

Doug McLean

1974-1975

Pete Male

1987-1988

Phil Schwartz

1975-1988

Steve Tomalin

1988-1992

Roger Gosling

1988-1994

Dave Appleing

1991-1997

Tim Gilson

1994-2008

John Berry

1997-2002
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Treasurer (cont’d)

Information Officer (cont’d)

Tim Gilson/Liz Maisey

2008-2009

Liz Maisey

2009-2015

Training Coordinator

Gareth Jones

2002-2015

Tackle/Equipment Officer

Roger Smith

1968

Lawrence Bailey

1966-1971

Maurice Febry

1968-1969

Malcolm Sterry

1970-1973

Ladi Broadman

1993-1998

Cliff Seymour

1972-1973

Steve Tomalin

2001-2003

R Stewart

1973-1975

Steve Tomalin/Nicky Bayley

2006-2008

Maurice Febry

1975-1979

Andy Harp

2009-2012

Steve Tomalin/Claire Bishop

1985-1987

Dave Appleing/Ian Healey

2012-2014

Paul Taylor

1987-1994, 1997-2001

Ian Healey

2014-2015

Sally Harvey

1994-1997

Ed Williams

2002-2010

Nicky Bayley/Steve Tomalin

2010-2012

Nicky Bayley

2012-2015

Medical Officer/Advisor

Liaison Officer

Nigel Mizrahi

1986-1991

Dave Jackson

1997-1998

Ian Gadsby

1992-1996

Nigel Garbutt

1997-1998

Librarian/Archivist

Andy Harp

2007-2015

Steve Tomalin

Roger Gosling

1986-1989

Communications Officer

Chris Hutchinson

1989-1993

Nick Negus

1986-1995

Paul Taylor

1992-1993

Nick Negus/Matthew Bell

1995-1996

Dave Appleing

1995-1996

Paul Biggin

1996-1999

Sally Harvey

1999-2001

Craig Cameron

1999-2015

Jon Maisey

2012-2015

1996-2001

Newsletter Editor
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Ordinary Members
Tony Isles

1965-1966

Mike Cox

1994-1995

R Stewart

1965-1967

Arthur Venning

1989-1993

E Lewis

1965-1967

Dave Tuffley

1989-1992

Roger Bailey

1965-1970

Joe Duxbury

1995-1996

John Court

1971-1973, 1976-1977

Andy Solari

1970-1971

Di Court

1972-1975

Sally Fearn

1977-1978

J Sanders

1975-1977

Nigel Mizrahi

1977-1979

S Clark

1975-1976

A Thomas

1978-1979

Colin Graham

1968-1974

Paul Taylor

1985-1987, 1997-1998

Tony Day

1970-1973

Alison Schwartz

1985-1987

Dave Appleing

1988-1991, 1997-1999, 20022003, 2006-2015

John Berry

1986-1998, 2002-2003

George Price

1987-1989

Gary Dudgeon

1999-2000

Ron Cowley

1987-1988

Mike May

2002-2003

Paul Stretfield

1987-1988

Ed Williams

2002-2003

John Sibley

1992-1993

Jon Maisey

2006-2012

Cliff Seymour

1991-1995

John Elliott

1969-1971, 1973-1974,
1997-1998

Dave Jackson

1995-1996

Elise Jones

1998-1999

Dave Dickson

1995-1996

Nicky Bayley

2006-2007

Maurice Febry

1968-1969, 1974-1975, 19971998

Rachel Brown

2014-1015

Steve Tomalin

1995-2014

Kevin Brockway

2011-2015

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR PROVIDING INPUT TO THIS PUBLICATION
In addition to those people who provided photos for use (and are already credited), thanks also goes to the following for input to the publication or donations of information/records.
Derek Appleing
John Hine
Tony Day
Gloucester Speleological Society

Craig Cameron
Nicky Bayley
Paul Taylor
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