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NEWS LETTER No 57

April 1975.

CLUB NEWS

My apologies for the delay since the last newletthe house rebuilding has not gone as wetl stsould
have done. Unfortunately the coundl are atllasing patience and insisting that | do something .
However, all is now put right and there are nthfer excuses br future news letters .

We had something of a disaster with the printirsg laonth . A new batch of paper was used and itteas
thin to accept print on bothsides . T his reallgeipthe budgeting as it nearly doubles the coatrafvs
letter . To those that had some of the earlyvasgdd versions , again apologies . Everyone alsa gews
letter printed by our standby method and god hslf they find out . This news letter and the riaut or
fve was such a bamgain .

Ater the above , | hesitate to say it but welcdamehe following new members :-

Michael Barnard Robert Gillespie

28 Redhill Rd The Annexe

Ross on Wye Peterstow House

Hfds Ross on Wye
Hfds

And to C J Mitchdl whose address | have yet tofrget the Sec .

The epic overnight stop of John Berty and his maten in Wigpool has inspired another group todryaef
complete weekend . So theweekend of I\/Itf;\yzcgll1h will see a small group camping in Old Ham from
Friday night to Sunday night. Work is likely t@ lboncentrated on a break through into Sling Rittba
intended to do some surveying and some photogragtnyone interested is welcome for all or partod
time .

Those intending tocamp should contact John Elioftim Hay for details . Numbers committed safe
fve (I think )

The water levels in the Forest Mines have beenglthiere own thing and rising at widely differertesain
different mines . In January, Alan Garman wa® abldo a round trip in Wigpod with only knee deep
wading yet New Dunn was well on it's way up oves third landing . | do not know where Wigpool wate
is now but New Dunn is the highest for some time .

The second landing is covered and that indicatésean the water table of over 60 f in four mathWe
will need a really dry summer to dry out third lamglagain next winter .
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The AGM of the GCRG wil be heldat the ButchersnAron Thursday 29 May . It will be an important
meeting as a number of the existing committee mesnbid not be standing again and fresh blood gl
required to fill the positions. At least come @oand criticise (construdively ) even if you aat
prepared to take a committee place .

The club shield that was lost has been found . Zingehow these things turn up. Has anyone seen my
krab and 25t of ladder ?

Whitson weekend is the 840 26" May this year . Some members are going to Daeiagain to do

some walking in the Cader Idris area. It mighbebe that some mining in the Dolgethlau area takie
place . Anyone welcome .

The skittles match against GSS was complicatechbyaddition of Harrow Moles but y by some
adjustment to the score to compensate for the bapdithe Forest clubwon by a narrow margin .

The club are purchasing rolls of the self adhesiear film for covering maps and surveys. Some
additional has been purchased to sell to club mesritwetheir own maps . Sue has the flm or st20p

per yard in 18” width. A copy of the new metricdbance survey map of the Forest has been purchgsed
the club for the Butchers wall and will be up s@mit is covered in the clear film .

Seymour Swallet has been surveyed by Dejj , Nornizave Underhill and Jean on some of their fequent
visits to the Forest. The survey should be vetgresting when it is drawn out .

The annual trips for the County Police Cadets tplake during the month . | do not knowif the brad
are getting old butthe police are beginning to ptain that thetrips are not strenuous enough ce@pon
atime they complained about the opposite . Nbaedrss , the three trips went off very well andsththat
gave help with leading and lamps are thanked .

Otter Hole is at a citical stage with exploratgiopped by sump three . Sump two was passed daislify
as it is only two feet through and shdlow but sutiee is a different matter . The sump pool it @y 12
feet and deep , the stream appears to come thamugtch about 4t down but the distance througiots
known . Divers are preparing themselves and tikemews letter should have details .
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NEWS FROM THE OTHER AREAS

There has been a great deal of concem over thk déBavid Huxtable recently who was killed when
abseiling down Gaping Ghyl. The rope was a 10motypsopylene staple and it broke where it passed
over the relatively sharp edge . Tests on pobpes have shown that they have very litile resestém
abrasion over sharp edges and should be used withaare . It is strongly recommended the pagyriot
used for abseiling or prussiking or in any situatishere shock loading can occur .

In the next news letter , it isintended to pubiseummary of the problems with poly * and to giegee
handling advice to reduce the possibility of arichent .

NOTE : All of the clubs rope is of the poly * stagype .

The Cambrian Caving Council is applying for graittia future from the sports council for Wales &ith
than fom English Sports Council viathe Nationalvibg Assoc . This is because the English casimse
to be drying up and the Welsh Sports Council seenhbg more pro-caving . At the moment, canoeing
receives grant aid a a rate of around £3 per parstulging , dimbing at a rate of around 50p whil
cavers are helped out with the sum of 7 %2 p each .

Chelsea are arranging replenish the bod dumpsgenAllwed. The food has been ordered but ig/ebt
in place .

A party fom Bedford recently had al their clotgiand possessions stolen from their car while gavin
down Manor Farm . The Mendip Poalice advice is tamers should put all valuables in the boot oftéwe
where it is more difficult to get at .

South Wales Caving club have set up a Conservatimhto fight such problems as the possible quagyi
of OFD . A sponsored walk on Easter Sunday is@ggdeo raise around £750 to go towards cave

oconservation .

Bat men are causing concem in areas other tha@¢tewvold and the Forest . It has been suggested
recently that the decline in bat population is tueavers distutbing the bats . Most cavers feal the

wllecting and ringing of bats disturbs them farrenthan cavers do .
Watch out for some adverse publicity in the futbegaus e the bat men seem to have the TV and papers

their side at the mament . The Conservation Cotaendéf NCA are doing their best to give the cagide
of the story .

The dry upstream series of Porth - yr - Ogof hanhmished by John Parker and Pete Lord for a fulthe
mile a large fault stops progress . A survey eféktension has been produced .

An old iron mine has recently been discovered omydyg Llangynidr and the location is being kept a
secret for a while as it is ofgreat industriahaenlogical interest . The discovelies apparemaly a

lucky escape as backed up mine water washed thewf the dig when they broke through . It would be
interesting to see it later on to compare it withdst Iron Mines .
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While onthe subject of Iron Mines , it was annaeththat Llanharry Iron Mine is to close in Julystiiear.
It has been making losses br some time and magicinse . Whether this willimprove access toetav
or stop italtogether remains to be seen .

The boundary reorganisation in Wales has meantdifietent Police groups caver different areas than
before than before. This has meant the neeirgaeise the cave rescue arrangements in Soutls\Wale

The Chief Superintend ent of Powys convened a nteatilBrecon on April 18 to discuss cave rescue
with all the police and rescue groups concernédiothing has been heard yet as aresult ofthisingebut
it could affect our relationship with South Waescue groups .

Chelsea are preparing a new survey of the Agendllarea to include al the lesser caves around Agen
Alwed itself. Bah Daren Cilau and Eblwys Faer imcluded .

For those that haven't yet realised it- theresawen (oris it ten ) films on caving on TV on®R on

Wednesday evenings at 7.05 pm .
The first was on OFD when some very peculiar charaevere seen while the second was on Kingsdale in

Yorkshire. The third was on Yugoslavia and if yoiss them on Wed ‘s, they can be seen on Sundays
Funny that the BBC has chosen the two times the€hub goes caving . Still - they are not reallgant
br cavers.

ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY

Doug acquired some copies of the tide tables lerBtistol Channel and has donated one to the club

library. It is essential reading for anyone veimigrinto Otter Hole but emember the differen cevsen
GMT andBST .

CAVE PROJECTS GROUP - News letter No 5.

This is fartoo big a publication to cavers in asheview . At 50p itisalso vary good vaudVithout
doubt itisthe finest publication covering the €sirarea dealing in detail with the Wye vdley nage and
the Bishopswood area . It dso contains muchtefést and original work in Ireland , Yorkshire ,
Sutherland and South Wales .

From theForest paint lof view , the publicationmisrred by a number of half truths and untruthsitiboe
Forest Club and by the apparent deliberate omissfdiscovelies by the club . All mostunfortunateit
detracts fom what must be an excellent refererook lfior Forest cavers .
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PLYMOUTH CAVING GROUP - NEWS LETTER AND JO URNAL

This another publication from a caving club thas h@ date or number. All most difficult for club
librarian who has to file them . Plymouth contamside variety of artides including the following

The AGM Minutes
Photographic Competition - Wheal Zion Mine

Dunstone Hole Cave - Exposure
Greater Horseshoe Cave - Lamp Information

Club Leadership Scheme - Polypropylene rope

BRITISH CAVERESEARCH ASSOCIATION

Transactions Volume 1 Bulletin Number 7
No 4 December 1974 February 1975
CAVINGCO MMENTS (A reply to thenews leter ‘ Beano ‘ section )
Dear Cavers ,

As those of you who are experienced cavers wallelguessed , the rescue publicised in
Feb 1975 News Letter No 56 was infact a put up. job
Those ofyou familiar with the Cleawell Iron Minesll , of course , have realised that the actiahrobt
take place in the above area but was enacted &otitam of Fairplay Shaft , near Westbury Brookilro
Mine .
Here is a short account of what really happened .
A life sized model of a well known dentist , loanegd GCRG , was hurled down the shaft to simulate a
caver who had slipped whilst tryingto free climbt o Suitable pre - recorded screams were lowgogah
and , tying a clothes line tothe leg of a locablp , | descended into the depths , quickly folldeg the
cameraman , Mr Jim Hay, suitably equipped withtrijide lens reflex instamatic and fity six poundf
fash powder . Having set everything up , we fotinelflash powd er was damp and so had to sebfire t
that extremely life like dummy to oltain enoughhtigp film by.
As you saw from the finished results, ( re-touchédourse ) we got some great action shots . Whude
shebang took nine days , eight of which were spetriying to climb out via the plastic clothes liqgou
try it ) Our anchorman , the bobby , remainedgit attention throughout the whole time .
Special thanks are due to ATV for the loan offiamd sound equipment and to John Elliott for sugogst
the use ofFairplay Shat as being saer for Jithlatan Old Ham .

Gordon Burch

The new helicopter caving lights are on sale aryghip stores, price £325 each ( batteries extra)
Has anyone seen lan lately .
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WHEREIT IS , THEREIT IS - Comish Miners Saying

On one damp day in March last year, Alan Marritdt hmade a kind of pilgrimage to Redbook looking
br the copper mine that was reported to have ediftereabouts , nearly three centuries ago .

We directed attention to thesteep and densely eabbdlside behind the Tinplate Works , but in such
terrain ( which has clearly been worked for muabnst) the task was pretty hopeless and we came away
with nothing .

We may of course have gone to the wrong place mullei event the excavations at surface may never ha
amounted to more than a few square yards .

Followingthe visit , Alan wrote an account whigbpaared in the November News Letter and out of some
subsequent correspondence your editor has askdor eneontiibution on unusua occurrences of copper
Britain - not that | am beyond an amateur in suditens . However here it is

Other than coal measures , the Forest is compdfétl Red Sandstone - stone and carboniferous
limestone, so | shal therefore confine my rematk¢hese formations . In the Midlands and Northlgg
there have been large deposits of copper in limeseog Ectonand Llandudno , but this metal is
neverthel ess rarely found in similar rocks in Soitdes and the Mendips . So far as | am awarasitriot
been noticed in the Forest limestone although tiseedittle Galena ( lead ore ) near Chepstow and
Symonds Yat , if not elsewhere .

Turning now to that most unpromising stratum - @ié Red Sandstone, it is surprising to be abtedord
several inexplicable cases of sufficient coppenppedresent actually to initiate mining operations .

Two of these were mentioned by Murchison in thlsrgin Sysem 1839, the first being a Haytonhent
north of Ludlow (Grid Ref 517810 ) At the timeld$ visit the works had been dosed a hundreds yeat
he was able to find specimens of green and grep @ogre in a matrix of calcite unning in a smaikv
through the sandstone . Since then ,the mingem®ened about 1870 without success . When |
examined the site in 1964 samples of blue and gration ates together with Galena were plainly in
evidence, also several old shatts and adits .

Cont .
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The second instance is at Talachuddu , near Bref86345 ) where acoording to Murchison * thetstra
oonsists of hard chocolate and greenish coloumrdssane with granular quartzes rock * The veinston
thrown out from trial shafts ( the works having hedandoned ) contain much aystallised blend .
This site is very interesting since the adit i$ sfpen , though narrow and confined . Some yagos,
George Hall and | tried to dear it through to kbde but the task proved too great at the timeowd¥er , a
considerable amount of well mineralized materialuding copper pyrites could be found on the waste
tips, several well known universities have analyd® contents but without much agreement on mesult
To be able to inspect this lode in situ would citngt a very laudable objective of scientific valusnd not
beyond the powers of the amateur miner .

The third example of copper in the Old Red occar€ounty Waterford Ireland , and was recorded by De
La Bechein his Geological Observer 1853 sotthest is nolack of precedent . In none of tlteses |,
by the way , are igneous rodks present .

The possihility of copper in the Forest ( or eventbe west side of the Wye ) must therefore beidersd
areal one and | therefore believe we should beemabiably infuenced by the facual written eviderof
the Swedish visitors (who were actually therghattime ) than by the notions ofsome modern ggokd
theorist . Itis of course very important to knemactly what the Swedes wrote in their report , thed
question of whether copper imports to Chepstove(pibrt for Redbrook ) began at the same time as the
smelting works , or at a later period , is alsoamant to the argument . | believe Alan is purgithese
lines of research - meanwhile , if anyone propdaedasamp the hills of Dean in search of coppeshall be
pleased to join him !

David Bick

April 1975 .
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CHEPSTOW AREA John Hlliott

Further checking of speleological sites has beeadsly progressing over the past few months . Safme
the main sinks and risings around Itton and St Asvaave been looked at .
A St Peter's Cave had intrigued me, my only clelmdsome tales fom two old GSS members and a grid
reference | couldn't find . | knew ( or thoughthjt it was located on the main Glos - Cardiffwal line
in Chepstow . Some rather dodgy exploration ofdheesmentioned railway yielded no results . Hjnal
the grid reference , Heather and | drove into tov@rk estate and drove round its maze of roadsvia .
Then , indesperation , we stopped and troopedsagome waste land . Some children were playing so
trying to look casual , | sidled up to alittlelgand asked her ifshe had seen a cave .
“You mean St Peter's cave”“ she replied. | juthppinthe ar in excitement . “ No | don't knavinere
it is“ 1 cumpled visibly . “ My brother does thgh“ and before | could say “ Yours in a hole €'sh
disappeared .
To our surprise , she returned with ayoung beatdedressed better than | . Nohe couldn’t tellwnere
the cave was but he could take us there . So iigibto Heather’'s rubbish laden car , we proceeded
through the estate until we stopped in a wood . diviebed down a slippery muddy climb using trees as
hand holds . This placed us some 25 f vertiatgve the main Cardiff- Glos railway line . Heath
tJrt?ll’used to let go ofher friendly tree so our vagéssed friend and | finished the descent . Helnfaster

an | .
Crossing the line , the clifs descended steeplthtoRiver Wye . A descending traverse which aottld
have been done in the slippery conditions withamiesroots and a couple of stinging nettles , leahto
imposing cave entrance . Inside , the passagéeweamatfor 60 t until atypical mud fill hated ppess .
A good size cave commanding a fine view ofthe Ripeg unfortunately with litle prospects .
Our lad was an interesting Ellow - he pointed bip sheer cliffs and told us how he had climbedhase
and , on reaching an overhang some 15 ft up , piigriep 50t into theriver. Fortunately , heidathe
tide was out. He apparently explored all the sanethe Wye Valley and described the Lead Miné tha
George Gardiner had shown us . Also, he knewoni& Gold workings ( opencast ) above Botany Bay
up the valley . He had an ALevel in Geology arabw& keen photographer . Having retrieved Heather
from her tree , we swapped addresses and triedd@dir way through the estate and back to Chepstow
Christmas came and a well stuffed Phil SchwarzgdiHeather and | for a walk around Maunton Brook .
First we studied the rising and then looked forshrék. Water levels being very high , the sinkmwa
visible as it is in the undergrowth into Mauntoril¥ge in an idealistic valley . While walking bagok
road we found a sink which does notseem to haee beted previously.
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The next day we jdned George and Fran from Strsnand they showed us some very interesting sites
locally and told us some interesting tales of Iduakory . Spaky , who had been due a few haangee,
arived and during dinner we visited some cavehmmWynd Ciff with him . However he disappeared an
miraculously reappeared in George's kitchen todrdranted by a cooked dinner. We finally ran Hion
round .
%he aternoon was spent chasing a reputed cavd-thiathad heard of and we finally found it in a doo
fill of white limestone water - warn blocks . Td¢eve hidden deep in the woods , has an mpressive
entrance but consists of a single chamber - itsdbion a mystery .
A cave system must exist fom Maunton running awden the River Severn and a full report on this are
can be seen in proceedings of the UBSS March 19His done to find the source of the Great Spiing
which was hit when drivingthe Severn Railway Tumme 874 . There remains , however, a lot ofkvor
br the caver in this area .
The other area now under close scrutiny is ontlos €de of the River Wye . Generally known as the
Great Wdll , alarge resurgence situated undeintipesing Ran-yr-Gor rocks was once used as a safrce
supply tothe Water Board who pumped water up @teficlifs . This area is not easy to reach iut
rewarding in its remoteness and rugged scenely .
It could well pay off speleological -ly . Phil atdvisited the Tintern Quarry which had re centlyesed
some cave entrance . All that remains is a wHliteal chamber badly mutilated by the hungry Quarry
Manager. Was it him who roared round the quarrs yellow Land Rover every few minutes and
frightened poor Phil ? Walking the area , somera#ting sites were noted including a cave thatybeto
be entered .
All sites are being recorded and the informatiofl go into the Cave Registry . Other cavers ake@do
grid reference any sites they find and to passthemation to the area registrar or direct to ¢hégistrar
Jim Hay .

JHEMID - WALES MINING MUSEUM DOUG MACLEAN
Next time you go to the Mid - Wales area , | worddbmmend the Mining Museum at Llywernog Silver

Lead Mine as well worth avisit. The complexitsiaed on afour acre site justoff the A44 Abbrygh
to Llanidloes mainroad . (OS 733809 )

Among the many exhibits are three working water elheand the last surviving example of a ‘Round
Buddle’ in the MidWales mining area where this ggss was invented .

Who's Who
Who poured brown ale in his caving boots and tremed: without his socks ?
Who ought to take precautions ?

Who wouldn’t rejoin the club until her husband ssie could ?
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