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Newsletter No 18 - December 1969
And so the club enters its sixth year without being completely submerged in caving politics and with
some members actually still caving. This year A G M has seen some changes to the committee
although this year for the first time we failed to elect a complete committee. Partly this can be
explained by the fact that we have given specific duties to every member on the committee and
members may be more reluctant to stand for something specific rather than just a place. However, out
of a membership of 42 for last year there should have been someone prepared to fill that vacant
position and preferably someone who had not given up their time before.
Last year Malcolm Sterry was secretary and undertook the whole of the running of the club himself,
something we hope no future secretary will have to do with the new distribution of jobs within the
committee. Most members are unaware of the fact that Malcolm tried to resign from the secretaries
position half way through the year in protest at the sort of workload he was having to carry and only
reluctantly carried on when it was pointed out that there was no replacement. On top of the normal
work of the secretary he also organised the most successful year of meets that we have had and
produced a number of newsletters. But for Malcolm’s efforts, the club could have started on the
downward road of apathy that has lead to the collapse of a number of clubs in the past.
Which leads me on of course to the new position of editor. This is a new position on the committee,
mainly I think to give the committee someone to blame for failing to produce a newsletter rather than to
ensure the regular appearance of it. The present aim is to produce a newsletter a month with a journal
by the end of the year. The newsletter will contain the up to date information while the journal will
contain a review of the clubs activities for the last five years. This means that trip reports will be
acceptable in the newsletters provided that they are reasonably brief and that they contain new
information for club members.
Coverage of activities in the Forest itself is of most importance as some of the discoveries of earlier
days are being lost for lack of records. The easiest way of recording your activities in the Forest is to
make use of the log book at the Butchers Arms where I can abstract anything of interest. Give
consideration, however, to the information required for cave registry of which more later on.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This was held as usual at the Butchers Arms on the 6th November and the Chair was taken by Gordon
Clissold for the election of the new committee. The number of nominations was surprisingly high this
tear although the list had been considerably pruned by the time the elections arrived. For the first time
we failed to elect a complete committee with a vacancy for a meets secretary but John Elliott has since
agreed to take the position and has been co-opted by the committee. The meeting was finished with a
general quiz at which members showed their abysmal ignorance of what goes on around the Forest.
The committee for 1969 - 1970 is :Chairman - Mr Andy Solari - Fir Tree Bungalow Wigpool Mitcheldean Glos. Tel - Drybrook 326
Secretary - Mr Roger Bailey - Rose Cottage Aston Crews Lea Nr Ross-on-Wye Hfds
Treasurer - Mr John Court 26 Park Walk Chase Park Ross-on-Wye Hfds Tel - Ross 3455
Librarian - Mrs Diana Court 26 Park Walk Chase Park Ross-on-Wye Hfds Tel - Ross 3455
Meets Secretary - Mr John Elliott 10 Nash and Cox Milkwall Coleford Glos.
Equipment Officer - Mr Geoff Broadman Greensleeves Rocks Lane Joys Green Lydbrook Glos Tel
Lyd 255
Editor - Mr Jim Hay 10 Park Walk Chase Park Ross-on-Wye Hfds Tel - Ross 3924
Castle Warden - Mr Phil Schwarz 12 South Road Broadwell Coleford Glos Tel - Coleford 2210
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ROPE MARKINGS
With the large number of different types, sizes and lengths of rope in use in the caving world,
confusion is beginning to arise over which rope to use in any particular circumstance.
This very noticeable on cave rescue practices where there are large amounts of rope around and all look
the same colour and size in the mud.
The sort of information that you need to know about a rope are - Type - Length - Circumference (
strength ) - owner. It is difficult to devise a simple system to put all this information on a rope so as a
start, we are marking all club ropes with the type and length. He strength can be estimated from the
diameter and a list of basic rope properties is given after the coding for type and length.
The method used for marking the ropes is to shrink onto the rope a coloured sleeve of a special plastic
that shrinks when heated. It is also a convenient method of ensuring that the rope end does not unravel
with use. Any club members owning their own rope may get them marked in the same manner by
contacting Geoff and arranging a suitable time at the Castle. We are trying a method of identifying the
owner of the rope by shrinking a transparent sleeve over the owners name on the rope but are not too
sure yet of the effect pf wet and dirt.
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ROPE TYPES AND PROPERTIES
HEMP AND SISAL
Natural fibre ropes are not recommended for caving as they have some serious disadvantages. These
mainly arise from the fact that these types of ropes require very careful treatment and storage and are
prone to rot or chemical damage.
NYLON
Nylon rope comes in a number of forms but the most common form for caving is the mountaineering
grade to a British standard specification. The particular properties of nylon are its great strength and its
elasticity which enables it to absorb shock loads. Its disadvantages are :The stretch can cause trouble on long pitches
It is relatively heavy and sinks in water
Iron can cause deterioration
Sizes normally used :1 ¼ “ circum
13/8” circum
11/2” circum

Colour normally used
No. 3
No. 4

3600 lbs Breaking strain.
4400 lbs Breaking strain
5600 lbs breaking strain

Commercial grade nylon can be obtained which has higher breaking strains than the mountaineering
grade but not the stretch. In some ways, commercial grade is more suitable for caving but care should
be taken to obtain the rope from a reputable source.

POLYETHELENE ( POLYTHENE )
This type of rope is now apparently obsolete and not made any more but was common a year or twp
ago in its bright orange form. One of its more common uses was with the G P O and Electricity Boards
for pulling cables through underground ducting. Once upon a time it was recommended for caving use
because of its low weight and cheapness. However, serious disadvantages became apparent and it has
now been replaced by Polypropylene. The two main disadvantages of Polythene lay is the difficulty in
tying knots in such slippery material and in the ropes inability to absorb shock loads. It also had a low
melting point.
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POLYPROPYLENE
Polypropylene ( PPN ) was introduced by British Ropes about 4 years ago in its Fibrillated Tape form
as
‘VIKING, S, ROPE’ and coloured black. Since then it has been on sale in two other forms - Staple
Yarn and Monofilament - and all three versions are very suitable for caving use. In general, the
advantages are :Its light weight Its immunity to rot, acid and alkaline Its low stretch at light loads and high stretch at high loads Its low water absorbency and the fact that it floats Its very high abrasion resistance.
Its main disadvantage lies in its low melting point such that the rope will be damaged by a carbide
flame and may be damaged by a Karabiner when abseiling.
Breaking strains for all types are :1 ¼” circum
3000 lbs
1 ½” circum

4400 lbs

Variations of type are :-

POLYPROPYLENE STAPLE
A relatively fine fibred version that looks and handles like hemp but is normally white when new. It is
the version most useful for caving and the type that the club possess in quite large quantities of.

MONOFILAMENT POLYPROPYLENE
This form is built of continuous lengths of filaments similar to fishing line and each filament can be
clearly seen when the rope is new. In use, the rope roughs up and can be difficult to tell apart from
staple. It has a higher abrasion resistance than staple.

FIBRILLATED TAPE POLYPROYLENE ( VIKING ‘S’ )
This form is constructed of flat tape split lengthwise and twisted to form quite a coarse rope that is
fairly pliable. It has an extremely high resistance to coarse abrasion and also good grip in wet or
muddy conditions. It is normally supplied in rust red colour as against the previous two which are
normally supplied in white.
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CLUB VEHICLE
Towards the end of last summer we found that we were having trouble arranging sufficient transport to
give lifts to all who wished to go on caving trips outside the Forest. As, at that time, we had quite a bit
of cash in the kitty, the committee decided to keep an eye open for a suitable club vehicle that would
convey eight or ten people on trips in reasonable comfort. A vehicle presented itself rather more
quickly than we expected, but we went ahead and purchased a 1960 Commer 15cwt petrol van for £20.
The van itself is in fair condition with a test certificate until March 1970 and four excellent tyres. So
far we have fitted it with four bus seats in the back, removed some rust and overhauled the brakes so it
is ready to go.
Running costs are a bit of a mystery at the moment but it has been decided that each club member may
use the van with committee permission provided they put in whatever petrol they use and pay a small
charge of 6d per person per 20 miles covered with a minimum of 4/-. This means that a trip to Mendip
or South Wales should cost the same as using cars when carrying six but should be considerably
cheaper if the party can be made up to eight.
The van is taxed and insured, has a new battery and, apart from a tendency to jump out of bottom gear,
is in good condition. Note that the insurance covers any driver over 21 provided he or she has a good
driving record and has committee permission to drive the van. The committee have agreed to renew
the tax up until the end of April and then review the amount of usage and the cost to the club - so if you
fancy a trip away from the Forest and can raise a party of 6 or 8, please use the club van and help us
cover the cost of keeping it.

OLD HAM BARBEQUE
Last year we held two Barbeques which added considerably to club funds and took us into three figures
for the first time, much to Lloyds Banks delight. The last two were very successful with 420 tickets
being sold and we didn’t have too much trouble. As last years irresponsible treasurer - who was he ? managed to spend all the funds before the end of the year, we were forced to have another Barbeque in
November.
This one didn’t attract so many with only 280 tickets being sold but it did prove to be the best Barbeque
so far. The sausage rolls left over, disappeared very rapidly the following morning down at the Castle,
following what must have been a hectic night.
Note that the Barbeque Churn side of Old Ham is now gated and, as this private property, all cavers are
asked to respect this. Keys may be obtained for special circumstances.
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ODD AND SODS FROM THE FOREST
John Elliott
The water levels in the Forest are now at their lowest for the last five years with bottom levels of New
Dun beginning to dry out. This state of affairs will not last for long with the rain we have had recently
so you should have a look at the lower levels of the mines now if you haven’t seen them before.
Wigpool has proved disappointing with the levels only just showing the top of the back route passage
but it does mean that the winch is above water.
A recent trip down Old Ham showed two Greater Horseshoe Bats in the fairly popular parts of the mine
which means they are strangers to the district or do not mind being disturbed too much. One was in the
main passage going in and the other was near football roof.
Roger and Laurence have been poking about in the Wye valley above Whippington Brook Rising and
have discovered two items worth noting. Firstly that they found very large dog teeth calcite crystals in
the clay bank apparently unconnected with any solid limestone and secondly that they found a large
barren drivage. This is a standing height drivage 700 ft long and suddenly finishing at the end. Has
anyone else come across it before.
Malcolm has been continuing his search for Dunderhole Rising but without much success. Dunderhole
was over 200 ft long when we left off working on it and now that we have a good number of members
with wet suits it might be an idea to have another few banging trips to see what the chances are.
Sometime ago, Coldwell Brook was found to be sinking in its bed about 30 yds above the Swallet and
some effort was made to dig it. This didn’t prove very successful but a recent visit has shown the
position of the sink to be very much clearer and a small party intends to have a go at it.
Should it prove as awkward as last time, some more work will be put in, in the Swallet itself.

BUSS appear to have abandoned their dig in Symonds Yat Swallet. No real effort behind these
university students.
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For those with nowhere else to go on News Eve, there will be a party open to all club members, friends
etc, at Jim and Daphne’s and John and Diana’s starting around 8 pm. Please come and make sure you
bring a bottle of wine and a lump of cheese or you won’t get in. Most welcome will be those with the
most different wine and cheese.
Address :- 10 Park Walk - Chase Park - Ross.

Laurence and Roger found another hole down in the Wye Valley the other day only this one was
inhabited. At the end of a short, tight passage, Laurence came face to face with a Badger.
Rumour has it that it welcomed him as a hairy brother.
Some weeks ago, quarrying at Stowefield quarry revealed a large hole in the quarry floor partially
filled with quarry debris. We have not been able to visit it yet as the manager is worried about the
closeness of the hole to an unstable quarry face but we hope to soon. It is not likely to lead to much as
it is being in-filled fast but it was apparently developed in a rift fault and may give us clues about the
are. The manager is to be contacted by the secretary and we might be able to arrange a visit.
A full Sunday was spent last month on exploring the mine holes and mining features that the Water
Board were interested in and Malcolm took the chance to add the holes to his Cave Registry list. While
most of the holes were known, not all had been fully explored and a fine days exercise was had.
Both Malcolm and myself with others are interested in getting The Cave Registry moving again and so
you can expect to hear more about it in the future.

ODDS AND SODS OUT OF THE FOREST
St. Cuthberts Swallet has been considerably extended - full details are not known yet but it is known
that the extension is beyond the sump. The series of dams built to hold back the stream were finished
recently and when used, the sump drained away instead of having to be bailed. This allowed cavers
through to explore about 1000 ft of extension that ends in another sump. The Belfry is also under
construction nearby.
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Mendip caver reports the formation of the Society for Mines Research in the Bristol Area. While the
Forest is a little outside the Bristol area, a lot of Forest information has been sent to Bristol in the past
and the Society might be well worth contacting for mutual benefits. We can send one of our
newsletters and hope for an exchange with a possibility of membership at a later date.
The survey of Ogof Ffynnon Ddu has been finished and advanced orders are invited without money
through the South Wales Caving Club - Paddy O’reilly or Colin Fairburn. A provisional total length of
passage for O F D is 20.4 miles which should make it the longest and deepest in the country.
Price is expected to be around £1 which will buy the survey in booklet form and will include :The discovery and exploration of O F D
A description of the cave and surroundings
Geological and geomorphologic aspects of the cave
Suggestions as to the cave development
Scale of the survey will be about 1” to 100 ft and will be on two sheets 4 ft by 2 ft.

POLOTICS AND ALL THAT
Jim Hay and Roger Bailey gave a talk on the Iron Mines of the Forest of Dean at the B S A Conference
in Manchester some time back which seemed to be favourably received - at least no one booed. Copies
of this talk are available from the Club Library in booklet form so the less well educated members may
care to brush up on their knowledge of their own area.. All forty of you.
A Cambrian Caving Conference meeting was attended by a club representative at which the Welsh
Clubs agreed on their attitudes to the new National Caving Association. Two or three new clubs joined
the Council at this meeting bringing the number of clubs in the C C C to around the 20 mark. As it was
Cambrian’s turn to supply hospitality for the N C A meeting, it had been agreed at a previous meeting
to hold it at Clearwell Castle. This mainly because Malcolm and I were thinking of all the fees we
could get from delegates staying overnight.
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The National Caving Association meeting was held at Clearwell Castle at the beginning of November
and distinguished itself by starting at 2.30 pm prompt but not finishing at dinner time as hoped. It
eventually petered out about 11.15 pm. One way of keeping politics out of caving would be to have a
few more meetings like that one and everyone would give up talking for less strenuous caving.
It appeared from the meeting that the ‘odd men out’ in caving don’t come from the wilds of the North
anymore but all seem to be resident south of the line from Bristol to London. To actually have cavers
from Wales, Derbyshire and the North agreeing with each other must be some sort of progress. Roll on
the next one in the Mendip area when it is expected that open warfare will break out.

YEW TREE PIT
Following the slackening of effort on the New Dun - Turpin dig, the Bailey brothers turned their
attentions elsewhere in an attempt to reach Easter Iron Mine. There are at least two other pits sunk into
the New Dun gale apart from the New Dun shaft - Easter No 2 shaft and Yew Tree Pit shaft. No
records exist for the Yew Tree Pit workings but it seemed to the Baileys that the workings might be
reached from New Dun by striking north and east from the upper levels of New Dun. They therefore
explored in that direction, the first trip being on 1st Dec 1968. The route they took led off from the
second chamber down from Old Ham
( Lost Chamber ) and initially a number of side workings were explored. In one of these side workings,
a clay pipe with the name ‘ Ben Legg ‘ on it was found.
A route was found leading in a northerly direction that headed clear of any known workings but was
terminated after quite a distance by two short blocked passages. This route had been entered before by
at least two parties but no attempt had been made to push it. The interesting feature of the last 200 300 ft of the route was that it was almost entirely natural and was possibly used by the miners to save
work.
One of the short end passages gave no prospects but the other ended in infill which had been filled
from the other side. This passage also had a small draft and running water could be heard in the
distance.
Digging was difficult because the infill was from above and because of the restricted room for
removing the material. This meant that most of the rock etc removed had to be shifted along into the
other short passage or into the main passage, a distance of 30 - 40 ft. During very wet weather, it was
found that the distance running water flowed along the main passage and explained the sticky clay
found on the floor. The draft also considerably improved as the hole was excavated although removal
of further rock became hazardous as the dig turned up vertically through loose deads.

Con’t
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Towards the end of the summer this year Ian Standing arranged for a radio location to be carried out in
the dig and it showed that the dig was still south of the known Yew Tree pit shaft ( filled In ) and about
80 ft inside the Forestry Commission plantation opposite Lamsquay Guest House. This was very
encouraging as it put the dig east of the Clearwell fault and almost certainly Yew Tree Pit workings.
After a total of 23 trips to dig the hole, the Baileys broke through into what must be Yew Tree Pit and
entered a series of workings that included a chamber similar to Railway Churn in Old Ham.
Exploration still continues and a number of further digs in this area have been noted. It is not known
for sure that Yew Tree Pit did connect with Easter but it must be very close to it or it may connect with
Red Pit to the North.
A very encouraging sign has been the discovery of a bat in the workings, the depth being in the region
of 200 - 250 ft.
The dug passage through the deads into Yew Tree Pit is very unstable and the Baileys would warn
anyone going this way to take great care. A fuller account of the findings will be published in the next
newsletter.

TUFTS IRON MINE ( MAP INCLOSED )
At the end of the summer, Mike Howells and Phil Schwarz used the club dingy - returned undamaged
and unused from the Pyrenees trip - to continue exploration of the Tufts Iron Mine.
They and others had entered the top workings on previous occasions, but had been prevented from
entering the far reaches by a partially flooded level. An earlier attempt to wade it had been abandoned
when the water was found to be neck deep. The extensions have now been entered on a number of
evening trips and the workings have proved to be a complete maze. Certainly the workings differ in a
number of places to the mine map but this is common with the older mines.
The workings to the east of Tufts Mine on the map are certainly of coal mines and this is puzzling as it
is in this area that the workings of Bream Grove level ( Iron ) ought to be shown.
Perhaps Mike will clear some of the mystery before the next newsletter.
Sibly gives the following information about the mine:Tufts Mine, formerly known as Park Mine, lies about midway between Bream and Lydney on the
western side of the Lydney Park Syncline. The property extended some 800 yds north - west and south
- east along the strike which dipped north eastwards. Three levels are driven into the dolomites of the
Drybrook Sandstone, Tufts level driven south - westwards from an altitude of 150 ft for a distance of
1470 yds, Bream Grove Level from an altitude of 260 ft for a distance of 460 yds and the Tufts Iron
Mine Level an altitude of 325 ft for a distance of 65 yds.
Con’t
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The adit or level of Tufts Iron Mine was driven entirely in red sandstone but the heading driven south eastwards soon met the first sandstone vein at the top of the dolomite and followed it for a distance of
750 yds. Ore was worked to the rise all along the heading and connected to shallow pits and outcrop
holes in places. The ore was also followed to the dip along the heading and the workings connected to
the Bream Grove Level as far as that mine went.
Mining was carried on in Tufts Iron Mine and Bream Grove from at least 1882 - 1901 with an ore
production of around 70,000 tons. Following a period of inactivity until 1913 .
Tufts Level was reworked for five years and it was during this period that the workings were connected
to the rise with Bream Grove. Ore purity from Tufts averaged 42 % iron and a further 8,000 tons was
gained during the final five years.

VISIT TO PRINCE EDWARD GOLD MINE - MID WALES
Steve Southwick.
Nick, myself and two friends, Pam and John, using John’s Landrover ( and boy are they useful ) set off
from Dolgelly to Trawsfynndd. The mine is situated off the Bala road ( see sketch map ). Taking the
small road left over the old railway bridge, we proceeded up it in the Landrover through several gates
and on to a rough track. After crossing a stream which flows over the track, we arrived at the mine
which is about 1.5 miles from the main road.
The mine entrance is impossible to miss but you do have to jump the stream which runs past. Apart
from
1” - 2” of mud covering the floor, it is quite dry inside. The mine cuts through a strata of pyrites, some
of which has been dissolved by water action, forming some fantastic iron stals. Traces of other
minerals add their colourful contribution to the scene.
Because of its isolated position, the mine is very much as it was left and we found the remains of an
early
Electron type ladder made of steel rods being pushed through the lay of the steel cable. These were
used to reach the lower workings which are now unfortunately flooded.
Just inside the entrance is the remains of a vault complete with iron bar used for keeping the gold
awaiting shipment. There are also some higher ‘stoped ‘ workings which we left for some other time.
The mine would interest the ‘would be ‘ mineral collectors and photographers although I doubt if you
will find any gold in the mine itself. It can - with patience - be panned from the stream outside. Good
luck.
Map overleaf.
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DAN-YR-OGOF

Sept - 7th 1969

John

Elliott.
Party :- John Berry - Roger Solari - John Howe - Shane Lucas - Terry Gardiner - John Elliott.
We entered the cave at 10.30 am and proceeded across the lakes to the long crawl. After we had
dropped down the fixed chain ladder into Gerard Platten Hall, we looked for the route down into the
lower series.
Descending by climbs took us to a deep pool and on up some slippery climbs to a large chamber. Here
we waited for lone explorer Solari to condescend to join us.
The obvious way on through deep canals took us to a waterfall which was skirted and we climbed into
a large impressive passage. This took us to the Mazeways sump which most of us swam, passing an
awkward duck. We nearly missed Thixotropic Passage, a wade in knee deep mud which ended in a
narrow rift, the rest following. We were now in a huge chamber at the bottom of the Abyss, a 60 ft
pitch which Roger led up and then life-lined the rest of us.
We plodded on to the rising and, as the management had requested us to be out early, we turned back.
All enjoyed the swim back through the Green Canal and after looking at the Hanger we went back
through
Monk Hall and Grand Canyon admiring all the formations that really are impressive. We headed out
after a very good trip that lasted about 4.5 hrs.
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AND AFTERWARDS AT - OGOF RHYD SYCH
To satisfy Terry’s sleepless nights, we had to visit the 7” bedding plane to see if ‘FATSO’ Terry could
get through. Therefore some hours later found the following position :Roger and I rolling with helpless laughter in a pleasant sized passage.
A much grunting Terry somewhere on one and John B and Drew lost in the bigger bedding plane on
the other side .
Still all good things come to an end and Terry discovered that by holding his breath and acting like a
fish out of water, not even the cave wanted him permanently. He got in and out of the tighter portion
which heralds the start of better things to come. However that was for another day - to the boozer quick wriggle.

Next months newsletter should contain :The Pyrenees trip.
Further report on Yew Tree Pit
A library list ( may be published separately )
A price list of NIFE cell spares
WHO’s - WHO.

Plus other exciting instalments on CAVING.
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