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Newsletter No 25

October 1970

My apologies to everyone for the long gap since the last newsletter - actually it is part of my pre-election
campaign to not get elected editor again.
The loss of the castle headquarters reported in the last newsletter was followed by an extra-ordinary general
meeting to discuss the situation. The committee had already met and decided that it needed a complete
club meeting to make any decisions but in this they were mistaken as only two that had not been at the
committee meeting turned up. However, it has been decided to look for new accommodation where we can
again provide beds for visiting clubs. This is not likely to be found in the near future unless someone has a
bright idea or knows of a cottage or similar going cheap. In the mean time, we have rented two additional
rooms at the Butchers Arms to store our tackle in and to do small jobs in. Perhaps with the headquarters
temporarily at the Butchers we may get more offers of help ?
A small problem has arisen in connection with the Butchers. Some people are leaving without paying for
their bread and cheese - this is almost certainly forgetfulness but is doesn’t help. In future, would please
pay for your bread and cheese as you order it and we won’t have the situation where the one that collects
the cash has to fork out for the unpaid ones.
The A G M is to be held this year as usual at the Butchers and will be on the first Thursday in November,
Thurs 5th November. All club members will have received their nomination forms for next years
committee and these should be completed and returned to Roger Bailey by the October club meeting. don’t
assume that someone else will do all the nominating - have a serious think about it yourself.
The present committee is :Chairman
Treasurer
Tackle
Editor

Andy Solari
John Court
Geoff Broadman
Jim Hay

Secretary
Librarian
Meets
Cottage

Roger Bailey
Di Court
John Elliott
Phil Schwarz

The A G M date clashes with Guy Fawkes night and it has been suggested that we might have our own firework display following a short meeting. Anyone agree with the idea ?
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We welcome the following new members to the club :Dave Underhill
Henry Parker ( Sparkey )
Jennifer Turner
J Hewitt

Neil Craven
J Webster
S Bevan

And hope that all club members will make them welcome.

Geoff Broadman has a new address :Slight Farm
Ledbury
Hfds
Tel Ledbury 2932
As he is relatively distant, all the tackle is now stored in the Butchers Arms and can be obtained from there
provided Geoff is notified.
Pete and Pam Brown are leaving us for South Wales where Pete has a new job. Cardiff is not that far and
we expect to see them from time to time. We all wish them well in their new abode.
The proposed social evening at the castle duly took place in June and turned out surprisingly well. It must
have been a fairly well off lot that attended as there was still drink left next morning. It was also
surprisingly quiet but this may be explained by the facts that some people went off to sleep and others went
for walks.
Geoff is hoping to arrange canoeing evenings for training purposes in the baths at Ledbury over the winter.
This would be on a Monday evening and any club members interested should see Geoff as he has room for
a few more.
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ODDS AND SODS FROM THE FOREST
As usual, activities within the Forest have slackened slightly during the summer although the away meets
programme arranged by John was well supported. Most of the activity within the Forest has centred around
work in the mines in the Bream area and in the Bailey’s dig in Clanna resurgence.
I haven’t been in on any of the Bream work it would appear that a group are trying to gain access to the
Oakwood Mill Land Level workings. The existing mine that is open being the Oakwood Mill Deep Level.
Anyone care to write up the work for the next newsletter ?
The Bailey dig in Clanna resurgence is written up in this newsletter and it looks the most promising natural
dig for a long time.
As we hoped last year, the water levels this year will be even lower. Already the bottom of the iron ladder
in New Dun is clear which opens up part of Third Landing again. For those that haven’t seen this part of
the mine, make sure you get a trip in before the levels come up again at Xmas as last time the mine was
under water for nearly five years.
Even more exciting is the news that the Pit Bottom route of Wigpool is nearly dry again. On a recent trip
Roger Solari managed to pass the Pit Bottom fall and reached the turn towards the tip. The party on the trip
all used the back passage to return to the first landing via the Winch. None of these areas of the mine has
been open since the first winter after we reopened it some five years ago. Roger warns that the fall at Pit
Bottom is even more dangerous than it was five years ago. This is not unexpected as it consists of rotten
timbers that had given way and were only partially supporting a clay and shale slip.
On a mineral collecting trip some weeks ago, four or five of us found a party of four cavers ( ? ) we didn’t
know in Old Ham. It was obvious someone was down as there were strips of white paper every six feet to
mark the way. When asked what they needed a marker every six feet for, they said they were worried
about getting lost. This included laying a piece of paper every four feet through Balcony passage which
has no side turnings. We found that none of the paper had been picked up when we came out and John
Berry has since had to do the same job of clearing up again when he found them down there. Keep an eye
open for them down in Old ham and next time they are seen, tell them to clear up their mess.
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ODDS AND SODS OUT OF THE FOREST
I suppose it is not unfair to put the club van under the above heading although I have heard it referred to in
other terms. It was becoming obvious that the gearbox just wasn’t going to get rebuilt and the lose of the
castle working premises didn’t help either. So the committee reluctantly decided to get rid of it and cut our
losses. Pete Brown volunteered to get it disposed of but this turned out to be surprisingly difficult as scrap
yards are few and far between in South Wales. At one time we even thought we might have a buyer for it
but the vandals had got at it and it couldn’t be towed away. Just as we were reduced to considering
PAYING someone to take it away. Pete triumphed and it has disappeared from the Gwynne car park for
ever ( we Hope ) . It is not true that the treasurer burst into tears when he was asked to work out the cost
per mile we had run it.
Another one that I suppose does just come under the above heading - Roger Solari and John Elliott have
returned from their two months visit to the Pyrenees. The post cards they sent back to all and sundry didn’t
say too much about caving - more about the shortage of women but I have no doubt we shall hear epic
tales of giant systems in the near future.
As reported in the last newsletter ( what - you don’t remember it ) we were thinking about entering a stand
at the B S A conference at Nottingham. Well we decided to go ahead and quite a lot of members put in
work on it. We used the basic backboards that were used for the Bristol conference but rebuilt them with
the pictures rearranged and mine surveys added. As we were after the £5 prize, we decided we needed a
gimmick and we therefore collected large amounts of various Forest minerals to give away from the stand.
This, give away section formed a quarter of the stand. Another quarter contained a fair cross section of
Forest minerals on display while the third quarter had a large number of mine relics. The last section held
everything for sale in the way of lamp spares etc, and this section was very successful. To cut a long story
short Jim and Daph Hay, John and Di Court, Roger and Laurence Bailey went up to Nottingham with the
stand and it took first prize. Pete and Pam Brown should also be mentioned for the work they did in
helping get the stand together. Jim Hay also managed to win a section of the slide competition with a shot
of Roger Solari in Rhyd Sych bedding plane.
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PAST TRIPS
The last newsletter didn’t contain any details of the away trips that had taken place so here is a list of them
to date.
Sunday 10th May
Sunday 17th May
23/24/25th May
6 / 7th June
20 / 21st June
18 /19th July
9th August
14th August
23rd August
6th Sept
12 / 13th Sept
19 / 20th Sept

Ogof Rhyd Sych and Ogof-y-Ci.
J-D-J Dig in the Forest
Weekend camping on Gower. Llethrid Swallet and Tooth.
Yorkshire weekend. Swinsto Kingsdale and Sleets Gill.
South Wales weekend. Can’t remember what we did.
Derbyshire weekend at Orpheus Giants
Day trip to Stoke Lane. Three through the sump for the first time.
Ross Round Table taken down Old Ham. Beer and food after.
Day trip to Agen Allwed. All straggled to Barons where we split for
Cliffs of Dover and Turkey Pool. Weather fine.
Was meant to be August Longwood. Decided to go raft racing instead.
Wished we had gone caving.
B S A conference Nottingham.
South Wales weekend. OFD II and Tunnel on Sat
OFD II and OFD III on Sun.

There were of course a lot of other trips within the Forest during this time. Following the A G M we will
have to arrange next years list - have a look at where we have been this year and see if you have any
suggestions as to where we might go next year.
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FUTURE TRIPS
Sunday 4th September :-

A day trip to little Neath River Cave. The cave is wet and a wet suit is
preferred but it is possible without. Not too difficult a cave and very I
interesting.

Sat / Sun 17 / 18th Sep

Yorkshire weekend. Disappointment Pot is booked for the Saturday.
Other caves can be arranged. Stating as usual at Boltons HQ.

Sunday 8th November

We hope to rearrange the missed trip to August Longwood.

No trips beyond these dates have yet been planned.

MISCELLANEOUS
The Bailey bros have found a three cell Edison in the entrance to Old Ham Mine. Any claims to Roger
Bailey.
A set of keys have been found outside Old Ham entrance. These appear to be two door keys, a cupboard
key and a bottle opener together with a leather fob from Cainscross Motors near Stroud. Anyone claiming
these see me - Jim Hay.
Roger is ordering up a new stock of NIFE cell spares including main and dip bulbs, spot reflectors and
reflector washers. We have plenty of terminal hanging nuts in stock. Anyone requiring spares other than
these should see Roger as soon as possible.
We may also be ordering more rope, krabs and slings soon depending on the demand. Again see Roger.
John Court has electrolyte for sale either in flake or made up liquid form. While he has some containers, if
you want some electrolyte you are much more likely to get it if you bring your own
Prices:Flake

3/-

per pound to members.

Flake

£1

per gallon.

It takes exactly 3 pounds of flake to one gallon of distilled water. You can save 11/- .

Page 7.

ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY
OGOF FFYNNON DDU

Survey and description booklet

The survey is coloured to show the various levels and the booklet of 50 pages gives a potted history plus
geological details of the cave.
DESCENT No 12 May / June 1970
DESCENT No 13 August 1970
ORPHEUS CAVING CLUB NEWSLETTER
New series Vol 6 No’s 2 3 4 6 7 8
CAVE PROJECTS GROUP Newsletter No 2 June 1970
THE BRITISH CAVER Vol 54 Autumn 1970
Now edited by Tony Oldham
CAVE RESEARCH GROUP OF GREAT BRITAIN
Newsletter No 121 March 1970
TRANSACTIONS OF THE - C R G
Caved Archaeology and Palaeontology
Vol 12 No 2 June 1970
THE DAILY TELEGRAPH MAGAZINE
No 308 Sept 11th 1970
Adventure under the Pennines

All the above publications can be borrowed from the library by contacting DI Court ( Tel Ross 3455 ) who
will arrange for you to get the publication by hand or by post.
In the near future, it is hoped to have the library at the Butchers so that it will be more accessible to
members.
Ref :- the OFD coloured survey - this can be borrowed by those members that have uncoloured surveys to
copy. See Jim Hay or John Court for recommended methods of colouring.
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Yorkshire 6th June 1970

SWINSTO - KINGSDALE TRIP
Party - J Elliott
M Febry.

R Solari

D Court

J Court

M Bridgeman

We arrived at Kingsdale entrance and reluctantly changed into wet suits - it seemed far to hot to go
climbing up hill-sides in all that gear. However we made it and were at Swinto entrance at 12.15 pm.
The short crawl to the first pitch was very dark and damp after the bright sunlight outside but we were soon
accustomed to it and were glad to see the water. We had decided to abseil through but did take 55 ft of
ladder just in case.
The first pitch of 20 ft was difficult to abseil so, as we had the ladder, we used it. Even the take off for this
was difficult but we all descended and the last man down flicked the ladder down and we were on the way there could be no turning back now.
He long crawl followed, this being an awkward height, too high to crawl and too low to stoop and in a few
places it became flat out. At the end of this crawl came the second pitch of 13 ft which can be climbed but
was far easier to abseil. Soon after followed the third pitch of 23 ft . Again we abseiled, landing in a waist
deep pool. The passage continued to the fourth pitch 22 ft and this again was easy to abseil. It was then we
had our first mishap. After we were all down it was discovered that the rope did not want to follow.
Several attempts were made to climb back up but without success. There was no purchase at all on the
smooth rock and the water cascaded over the rope making things a little difficult. By this time most of the
party were at the bottom of the next pitch including John Court. As it was hoped that he might have more
success, the pitch was laddered for him to return but he also was unable to retrieve the rope. Eventually we
decided to leave it and go back in from the top and collect it afterwards. Fortunately we had taken two
ropes with us with this possibility of events in mind.
We all carried on down the fifth pitch 46 ft, taking the ladder with us. This was immediately followed by
the sixth pitch 43 ft, and again we all abseiled, now feeling quite confident about it. The passage following
this was narrow and twisting and ended in a climb down to a pool at the top of the seventh pitch. This
could have been done as two pitches as there was a wide ledge about 11 ft down, the total pitch being 42 ft,
but, it was decided to abseil from the top. The belay used for this was a thin flake with a fault running
across the base but it held out for us and once at the bottom, it was only a fairly short distance to the
Kingsdale Master Cave.

cont
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We followed the passage through the cascades, along a short crawl and came out into Skip Pot. From there
we went through boulders into the bottom of Simpsons Great Aven.
Shortly following this came a pitch of 15 ft which we both laddered and abseiled as again the belay points
were a little difficult but we managed to retrieve both the rope and ladder and were then on the last crawl
through into Kingsdale master junction.
From here John Court, Maurice and Mike set off upstream to the sump while the rest of us made our way
out to collect the rope. We soon reached the last ladder pitch into roof tunnel which had been laddered for
us by Jim and splashed our way out into the sunshine.
Having collected more ladder from the cars, we once more trudged our way up the hill to Swinsto Hole. It
wasn’t until we were about to go in that John Elliott realised he hadn’t brought a ladder with him so he
followed us in to the first pitch, threw the ladder down after us and went to collect the missing one to rig for
our return.
Laddering the pitches was certainly a bit different to abseiling. Although water levels were low, all the
pitches were wet and belay points awkward. However, we soon reached the rope and found that it was only
friction holding it and it was easily pulled up. We then went out and met John Elliott in the crawl. It took
us two hours to fetch the rope and the trip proper had taken four hours.
DI Court.

CLANNA DIG
One evening on a field trip with Ian Standing, he took us to see St, Annes Well Clanna of which we had
heard about but not seen. We were very impressed by the amount of water resurging but by then it was too
dark to see where and how it actually did resurge. So, as soon as it was possible, we went back in daylight
to have a thorough look.
We found that there was a dribble of water coming out from under a stone arch that must be the Old Holy
Well But the bulk of the water came out of a wedge shaped slip over a distance of 25 - 30 ft. At the
downstream corner we found a very encouraging draught and at this point the dig was started.
We think that the possibilities of a cave for the Forest are very good. Above is a good 400 ft of limestone
with a very reasonable area of catchments. No dye testing has been done but one sink that must feed it is a
good mile away crow-wise. Around Hewelsfield there are what look like collapses in several fields which
as yet we have not asked for permission to look at.
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