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Hail ! Coldwell Rocks - frown, frown away
Thrust from your woods your shafts of grey
Fall not, to crush our mortal pride
Or stop the stream on which we glide
Our lives are short, our joys are few
But, giants, what is time to you ?
Ye who erect, in many a mass
Rise from the scarcely dimpled glass
That with distinct, and mellow glow
Reflects your monstrous forms below
Or in clear shoals, in breeze or sun
Shakes all you shadows into one
Boast ye o’er man in proud disdain
A silent, everlasting reign ?

The poetic description of the limestone cliffs at Coldwell is an extract from ‘The Banks Of Wye ‘ book
one, a poem by Robert Bloomfield, published ( 2nd Edition ) in 1813.

Hon Sec J B Court

Hon Editor R E Bailey

Page 1.

FOREST NEWS
Westbury Brook Iron Mine - the latest development is the unexpected find that, what we thought was the
first level on our first exploration trip, was in fact the second level. After checking information we have on
the mine, Jim Hay rechecked the water level in the deep shaft and discovered that it was in fact the second
level, which is over a mile long. Unfortunately the angle of the dip is around 60 degrees and were the
level passes through workings any falls or loose debris have slid down and blocked the way on.
The last two exploratory trips have been made by descending the steep slope at the north end of Echo
Churn down to the second level. The short section that is open contains a well preserved cast iron tram
road, very neatly laid. Digging into the north end of the level the way on was found through a rather
unpleasant boulder choke, the choke led into a large churn which was named ‘ Boulder Churn ‘ , from the
large lumps of rock lying around. The chief feature of this churn is the steeply scalloped hanging wall. A
hole near the roof of the churn was left to the next trip to investigate when Roger Solari beat Cliff Seymour
up the climb. The area showed promise and so more of the party ascended and started to explore. Cliff
ducked under a rock and found the last few feet of the first level. At the very end there is smoked a cross
and the initials TC
Could this be our old friend Thomas Cook of old Bow fame ? After about 300 ft the level is lost through a
fall and a quick look has not revealed the way on.
At the north end there is a way down to the second level but only about 200 ft is open. A small hole in the
floor was investigated and found to lead into the largest churn that we have found so far. We decided to
call this one ‘ shale churn ‘ because of the large amount of blue shale in it. A natural pocket in the top of
No 1 level was climbed up into by Roger Solari who dug through a clay wall into the bottom of a 5 ft wide
by 25 ft high pot with the possibility of a small passage at the top. However the sides of the pot were too
slippery to climb in safety and was left to be tackled another time.
A rope has been left in the climb from second to first level, if this is not by-passed something more
permanent will be left there.
There are two points to watch when in this mine, firstly great care must be taken in the steep climb down
from the entrance, there is a boulder holding back a considerable amount of deads etc, it is recognised by
the rotten piece of wood which used to chock it to the roof. Secondly, don’t be to keen to rush down holes
in the upper levels, you might find yourself in the roof of a large churn.

CLANNA RESURGENCE
This was visited recently after heavy rain, it made a very impressive sight, a very large quantity of water
was coming out. When the water flow decreases and the weather is warmer digging will re-commence.

DUNDERHOLE
Roger Solari has discovered a resurgence which he thinks must be the other end of Dunderhole.
Permission to dig has been obtained but the gamekeeper who lives nearby will have to be buttered up.

NOXON PARK
Mike Howell and Colin Clements have found a new level leading to a large churn. Laddering will be
necessary as the level is collapsed into the top of the churn. An interesting point about the level is that
when found, there was a wall built to stop air flow, a feature we have found in the Wigpool Mine.

Page 2.

NEW MEMBERS
David Sanderson and Reg Williams. Welcome to the club.

TRIPS
The postal strike has upset bookings, we had tried to book Agen Allwed for March 7th hut the cave is fully
occupied for this date.
Ten places have been booked at SWCC Penwylt on April 24th / 25th - June 20th / 27th and Sept 18th / 19th .
March 14th
Cave Rescue Practice.
Ramble over the Brecon Beacons - contact Malcolm Sterry or Andy Solari.
March 21st
April 4th
August Longwood.
An unpublished date :- June 13th Little Neath Valley.
Those interested in a trip to Ireland on the 4th to 11th of April, please contact Roger Solari. Cost will be
around £ 15.

HEADQUARTERS
At last we have got some floorboards. All that has to done now is to strip the old ones out and lay the new.
As soon as the weather warms up we can get started.

LOST
One club ladder and three leaders. Club ropes 100 ft nylon, 100 ft mono and two 100 ft lengths of staple.
Five club helmets.

EQUIPMENT
For sale :- Main bulbs 4v o.8A 12 ½ p each.
NIFE cells are now obtainable in London for £ 3 each.
! ½ inch Saple limited amount at £2 per 100 ft.
ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY
Omnibus Vol 1 No 2.
GSS newsletters for October / November 1970 - December 1970 and January / February 1971.

OUT OF THE WOOD
Unfortunately this month we still have only newspaper reports to go by and these are always a tale of woe.
Three students from Leicester University’s caving club were rescued from Oxlow cavern recently. They
were found safe but exhausted after being missing for several hours.
Cont
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Porth yr Ogof
Most of you will have heard of the death of a Bristol student in this cave on the 13th Feb. He died while on
a dive through the sump to the ‘ Hereford ‘ entrance. It is believed that he was taking up old diving lines
and he should have taken a left hand turn out of the cave, but the guide line had been removed by a person
or persons unknown. Reeling in a line which he thought led out, the diver went deeper into the cave, the
way on lay through a very tight bedding plane and it was here that he was found still holding the line.
After Mossdale, Porth yr Ogof must be the second most fatal cave in Britain, five people have died there
over the last few years.
Don’t forget :- skittles match with GSS the Longford Inn on Friday March 26th.

TRIP TO THE SHROPSHIRE LEAD MINES

By Andy Solari

A trip report guaranteed free from all political and most other content.
Taking advantage of the absence of the younger element of the club four of the more serious members, Jim
Hay, Tony Wall, Allen Garman and myself spent a pleasant day in Shropshire.
Our first step was to look at a line of holes easily located by their spoil heaps. The first one we looked at
was completely in filled. I found a lovely decomposed dog, but no one seemed to be interested in my dog
and hastily left. A more promising shaft was examined next, but proved to be flooded to about 15ft from
the top.
By noon or thereabouts we had pushed as far as the Stipertones Inn. This proved to be a good excursion, a
good Inn and a considerate fruit machine. Reluctantly leaving the pub “ the only error of the day “ we went
to see the entrance to the Boat level, after asking the permission of the owner of the land, who was most
obliging considering we had interrupted his Sunday lunch.
The Boat Level was open, a considerable stream emerges from the entrance and the level goes a very long
way into the hillside and the ore used to be transported out by boat, they must have been small boats.
After a short debate on the temperature of the water we left the exploration of the level to the next trip.
For our next trick we went to Snailbeach, there we met with pleasure our old friends the Southwicks, with a
large party having a look around in general and trying to find a copper mine in particular. Near the
entrance to the Snailbeach level there are the remains of the old crushing plant together with some tubs of
galena, this well worth a quick look. The entrance of the level is a nice walk in a stream issuing from it and
a comfortable walk through a few inches of water leading through to a hole in the side of the passage to the
‘ Bridge ‘. There is a few planks across the stope covered by fallen debris. It looks safe enough, but it’s as
well not to dwell too long on the very long drop to the bottom under the bridge. Across the bridge one is
soon into some old workings were we amassed some samples of Galena and Barites
After a good look round we laddered a small hole which did not go, and climbed a scree slope which led to
daylight in the stope well above the bridge, but still a long way from the surface. The slope was interesting
mainly because the scree moves quite well under foot.
We finished the day by looking at some entrances on the hillside behind the Slipperstones ( nostalgia
perhaps) . A very interesting trip well worth a longer visit.

WHO’s - Who
Which climbing caver picks the woodland track leading to the clubs latest discovery, to park up with a bird,
and gets out of gear ?
Who owns .95 of a Ford Cortina ?
Who’s an academic ?
Who’s C of E ?
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WESTBURY BROOK IRON MINE
Westbury Brook Iron Mine is situated on the eastern outcrop of the Forest of Dean limestone just to one
side of the A 4136 Mitcheldean to Monmouth road. The mine extends about one mile to the north and
south of the shafts following the line of the limestone scarp. Although correctly known as Westbury Brook
iron Mine from the name of the gale in which the majority of the mine lies, it is also commonly known as
Edge Hill Iron Mine from the surface feature of the southern portion of the mine. The original gale name
derived from the small brook which has its source nearby.
Following the definition of the gale limits in 1840 by the Mining Commissioners, the mining rights to the
Westbury Brook and Deans Meend gales were acquired in 1843 by the Dowlas Iron Company. This
company operated the mine from then until 1893 when it was closed. The total quantity of ore won during
this period was approximately 958,000 tons of which 761,000 came from the Westbury Brook Gale and the
remaining 197,000 from Dean’s Meend. Pumping was necessary from the deeper levels and was by means
of a plunging pump raising 33 gallons at each stroke. The stroke rate is unfortunately not recorded. The
ore itself was raised by a steam engine of 36 horse power.
Specific details of the mine are as follows :Old Pit
The original shaft was sunk sometime prior to 1837 to a depth of 340 ft to connect with two levels, No 1
and No 2. It was begun in the Whitehead Limestone to intersect with the crease at quite a shallow depth
and remained in the thicker crease beds for the rest of its length. Following the sinking of the new shaft, its
use must have declined and it would appear to have been completely out of use by around 1860. Records
say that it is in filled but there is a possibility that it may be capped. Surface remains are vague but further
exploration of the mine underground should show the condition of the shaft..
No 1 Level
This level was driven 1,300 ft to the south and 600 ft to the north of the old shaft at a depth of 440 ft above
OD. It was completed in 1846 when it had been found that the majority of the ore had already been won
from old surface workings. Considerable signs of the old workings were found at this time in old mining
implements as well as the empty churns.

Cont
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No 2 Level
Sometime prior to 1860, a second level was started from the old shaft at a depth of 340 ft ( 380 ft OD ) in
an effort to get underneath the ‘ old mans workings ‘. At this time it was driven 2,200 ft to the south and
1,860 ft to the north. Large ore bodies were found on No 2 level but again, particularly on the southern
drivage, these were found to have been worked from the surface. About 1864 an incline was driven from
the northern end of the level to connect with the lower No 3 level and the No 2 level was driven on for a
further 3,00 ft . Presumably by this time the old shaft had fallen into disuse and No 2 level was being
worked via the incline from No 3 and the new shaft. Although many of the ore bodies found extended
down dip to No 3 level the last 1,290 ft of the northern drivage proved no ore and the level was
discontinued just short of the northern boundary of the gale.
Westbury Brook Shaft ( New )
The new shaft was sunk in 1837 to a depth of 666 ft from a pit head altitude of 820 ft. Two new levels,
Nos
3 and 4 were driven to the north and south of the shaft in the crease limestone although the shaft itself was
entirely in the Drybrook Sandstone. This may have been a miscalculation of the dip angle but in any case,
the levels were connected to the shaft by short cross cuts. The shaft is still open in good condition although
the surrounding safety wall is deteriorating rapidly.
No 3 Level
At an altitude of 270 ft OD this level runs north and south of the new shaft on its east side and is connected
to the shaft by a 120 ft cross-cut. The level was driven 3,600 ft to the north but the last 1,500 ft was found
to be almost barren. To the south, the level was driven 5,700 ft, connecting with the Breech Pit. The last
3,000 ft of this southern drivage found only a few small ore bodies in a small area. To the south of the
Beech Pit, a cross cut was driven from the level to the under-edge of the crease limestone and a heading
then driven further south. This heading was said to have penetrated St. Annals Pit workings. The northern
drivage was completed in 1864 and the southern drivage in 1884.
No 4 Level
This level was driven 2,400 ft to the north and 2,340 ft to the south of the new shaft. Some ore bodies
reached the level from No 3 but were considerably narrower. To the dip, both drivages were practically
barren apart from two small bodies of ore in the southern drivage. Both drivages were completed between
1881 and 1884. The experience of No 4 level showed that, for all practical purposes, the limiting depth of
the ore had been reached.

Cont
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BEECH PIT
Little is known about Beech Pit although, in the 1840 awards, it was included as part of the Westbury
Brook gale. Some maps and descriptions give the shaft depth as around 180 ft but also show it to be
connected with the Westbury Brook No 3 level which lies 350 ft below the shaft head. It is possible that
the vertical portion measures 180 ft while being connected to No 3 level by an incline. It is recorded as
being in-filled but an underground connection via the Trow Ditch Mine Level shows the shaft to be clear.
The shaft however, having a dip angle of about 70 degrees. Another oddity lies in the fact that Beech Pit
lies right on the boundary of Westbury Brook and St. Annuls gales but formed part of Westbury Brook
while the Trow Ditch Mine Level was awarded to the St. Annals gale but apparently lies totally within the
boundaries of the Westbury Brook gale.
SURFACE WORKINGS
The present access to mine is via old surface workings in the Lower Dolomite. For some unknown reason,
the majority of the older workings along the eastern scarp lie in the Lower Dolomite and ore was not taken
from the crease until a depth of around 250 ft had been reached. It is possibly connected with the imperfect
smelting methods of earlier days as the ore from the lower dolomite, while not so plentiful as in the crease,
was of superior quality.
SOURCES
1.

Iron Ores - The haematites of the Forest of Dean and South Wales. By T Franklin Sibly.
( Geological Survey )

2.

Geology of the Forest of Dean Coal and Iron Ore Field . By F M Trotter ( Geological Survey )

3.

Forest of Dean and Iron Making in the Olden Times. By H G Nicholls M.A.

4.

6 Inch Geological Map 1924 Edition. Sheet XXX1 N.E Glos.

5.

2 ½ Inch Ordnance Survey Map Sheet SO 61.

Jim Hay.
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SWILDONS HOLE - ROUND TRIP
John Berry - Diana and John Court - Jim Hay.
On Sunday 21st February, we converged on Burrington Combe Café, and having enjoyed a second
breakfast moved on to Priddy Green. After changing we left instructions with the other party - Geoff
Broadman, Joliah, and two of JB’s friends, who were to do the Dry Ways and then go to the sump I - about
leaving the ladder on the 20, and told them to expect us at 5 - 6 pm.
We eventually arrived at the entrance to Swildons at 12.15 having exhausted all the delaying tactics we
could think of.
There appeared to be a considerable amount of water entering the cave - this proved to be an illusion since
water volume was average. The recently completed building work on the block-house tends to channel all
the water down the one hole. Although we met other parties inside, they were all small groups, and we
were only held up for a few minutes at the 20.
Soon we were climbing out of the Main passage into Tratman’s Temple, and on through dry crawls to a
pool, which looked like a mud sump, but J B informed us that it was not as he had found it on his first trip
through. We then sat on the edge of the next sump ( Damascus ) attempting to mend J C’s zip. With much
struggling and cursing we got him back inside, by this time another party had come up behind us.
We followed J B into the water. To get through we had to lie on our backs with our noses pressed against
the roof. The first duck was about 6 ft long the second about 2 ft. We emerged very wet and muddy to find
two chaps that had caught up with us while we were fixing the zip. We glared at our leader, whilst the two
told us that there was no need to do the ducks, they had come round by a short dry route. Several minutes
discussion then followed as to where in the cave we were. Once agreed on this point, and that we would
duck J B in sump I, we carried on to the REAL mud sump, and then to Shatter Pot ( at least it’s Shatter Pot
said John ). Our faith in him had rapidly diminished by this time, so due to this and the lack of time we
decided not to ladder it. Next we negotiated the Greasy Chimney, where I had some difficulty as I tried my
own approach which almost didn’t work. From here on most of the passages were extremely muddy and
slippery and a considerable amount of travelling was done on our rear ends.
Towards the end of this section were even more muddy wet ducks, with just enough air space to get
through. At Blue Pencil Passage we met yet another party, who said that it was worth going to see the
stream way, so we slid down into the passage only to wonder if we had done the right thing.
It was fairly tight with a couple of awkward climbs, ending in a very tight exit into the Main Stream with
the aid of a chain.

cont
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Blue Pencil enters the stream about half way between Sumps 3 and 4, and we were surprised at the
difference between the two halves of the passage. First we went downstream to Sump 4.
This section is very rugged and the water has worn through the rock leaving ledges and small pots above
the stream level. Upstream to Sump 3 was easy walking on the gravely stream bed.
The roof becoming lower towards the Sump.
Having struggled back up Blue Pencil we stopped for a snack ( would you believe - someone had
SANDWICHES ) As soon as we had attacked J H’s stock of Wine Gums we traversed across the top of
Blue Pencil ( nearly lost Jim here ) and met with wet suits tightly zipped arrived at the Double Troubles.
Fortunately they didn’t need bailing ( or so J B told us ) so we made him go first to make sure, and then
followed him through. Again there was only just enough air space and care had to be taken not to make
waves while going through.
Leaving a trail of muddy water behind us we approached Bang Squeeze. J C had a struggle here but with
the aid of Jim’s boot ? Got through without much trouble. The next section of passage was easy walking
with a short climb down to the top of the rope slide into Swildons 2 Stream.
In no time at all we were at Sump I and much to our surprise it was possible to stand in the pool at the edge
of the sump with water only just above the knees. The sump was a pleasure to do after the Mud Sumps (
we forgot to duck J B )
By the time that we arrived at the 20 about three parties were waiting to climb up J B and J H had several
attempts at the free climb but decided that the ladder was much safer.
From here we split up so that we could overtake the slow party in front of us, and we all managed it except
J H who stopped to talk ? J B and I reached daylight at five to six which wasn’t bad timing.

Diana Court.
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THE INCREDIBLE GROWING SHAFT
I had been asked by a friend some time back if I would look at a coal mine shaft near Yorkley that he was
interested in. The reason being that he was going to do a bit of ‘ Free Mining ‘ in the gale and wanted to be
sure that the old workings associated with the shaft wouldn’t interfere with his own workings. He had been
told that the shaft was 60 ft deep but we took that to be the normal over estimate for a typical 30 to 40 ft
pitch. Hence, when we got round to looking at the shaft we had more than enough ladder with 75 ft in the
boot of the car.
The small - nameless - party of us arrived later than planned, met my friend Hubert and walked over to the
shaft in fine weather. The ladder was all put down and J roped up and started to descend after we had put a
candle down on a rope to test the air. He was soon back up protesting that the ladder didn’t reach the
bottom. I had a quick look and agreed that the shaft appeared to be about 85 ft deep - this was from about 5
ft down the ladder and the bottom wasn’t too clear. End of caving for the day as nobody fancied climbing
down to the end of the ladder for a better look. Apart from the fact that none of us was sure that we could
climb down 75 ft and come straight back.
The following Sunday saw a larger party back with 100 ft of ladder and some keen climbers. After we had
sorted out how to lifeline an 85 ft pitch with 50 ft ropes, I started off down quite confidently. This time I
was back up protesting as the ladder still didn’t reach the bottom. While someone went back to the cars for
more ladder and a decent length of rope, we all sat down to consider just who amongst us was capable of
doing a 100 ft plus pitch. Before anyone else ventured down we decided to plumb the depth using a 150 ft
rope and a great chunk of timber lying nearby. The results of this put everyone off as it appeared that the
shaft was around 120 ft deep.
After some persuasive talk along the lines of we will pull you out if you can’t make it, I watched 30 ft of
ladder added and set off down. The descent proved to be relatively easy and the shaft turned out to be
natural stone lined and in good condition, the only worry being the life-lining. Apparently my life-liner
was demonstrating the correct method of paying out the line, but, at a considerably faster rate than I was
descending the shaft. The bottom proved to be at 105 ft and the alarming noises of heavy falling stones
turned out to be water drops on old polythene bags. A happy ( ? ) couple of hours was then spent getting
various bodies up and down the shaft - or the other way around until the cold wind forced a retreat.
Amongst those that DID the shaft that day were Geoff, Jimmy Hewitt and Chris Bowen - others present
would prefer to remain anonymous.
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CLUB CAVE RESCUE PRACTICE - 14th MARCH 1971
Once again Buckshaft Scowel Hole is to be the scene of a cave rescue practice. It is intended that this
practice will be different to the previous attempts, firstly because this is a practice for R F D C C members
and secondly because it is intended that this time we will be successful, with the casualty being carried out
- not walking out as in the previous occasions.
In a effort to be more prepared than formerly, some details of the “ plan of action “ are listed below.
1.

Assemble at the Scowel. The ambulance will be in position by 10 am, and it is hoped that all club
members will also be present at the time.

2.

Unload the Ambulance and lay out equipment in piles according to where it will be required.

3.

Casualty ( DI Court ) plus two members will set off down the hole, closely followed by the
telephone. The entrance pitch will be rigged.

4.

When the casualty is in position the stretcher party and a team to rig the inside pitch will set off.
Whilst the casualty is being placed in the carrying sheet and stretcher, the inside pitch will be
prepared for hauling. Meanwhile the surface party will rig the exit pitch.

5.
the

The casualty on the stretcher, will be hauled up the inside pitch, and then taken off the sledge at
top of the ladder. The carrying sheet will be used through the tight section, and then returned to
the sledge.

6.
line

When the casualty reaches the foot of the mud slope at the bottom of the exit pitch, the hauling
will be attached and the casualty hauled to the surface by the counter - balance method.

7.

De-tackling of the inside pitch will take place as soon as the casualty is clear. Telephone will
follow the stretcher. Once the casualty is on the surface all tackle will be collected and packed
away.
We hoped to be cleared up by 13.00 hrs to enable everyone to get their lunch, however this will
depend on two things, that all able bodied club members turn up - a minimum of 17 people are
essential - and that everyone turns up as punctually as possible.

Well, that’s the theory. In the next newsletter we will publish all the sordid details of what
actually happened.

Cont
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ANTICIPATED LIST OF TACKLE
Entrance Pitch -

30ft Ladder
25 ft Ladder
100 ft Ladder

Inside Pitch -

30 ft Ladder
2 x 100 ft Hand-lines
120 ft Hauling Lines
Stemple and Spanner
Hauling Boards.
Telephones

Casualty - to bottom of inside pitch
Exposure suit
2 x Blankets
Carrying Sheet
Sledge.
Casualty Helmet / Face - Shield.
Lashings and Carabiners.
Telephone.
Exit Pitch -

2 x 25 ft Ladders.
5 x 100 ft Ropes - Hauling Lines and Life-lines.
2 x 50 ft Ropes.
Pulley.

Please make every effort to attend, on time. We have useful jobs for everyone who turns up. This is a
cavers practice and not a Scout Training Session, so it should be of value to all members.

J B C.
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