ROYAL FOREST OF DEAN

CAVING CLUB

SEPT/OCT/NOV 1972

NEWS LETTER No 44



CONTENTS

Page 2
Page 3
Page 4
Page 6
Page 7
Page 8
Hon Sec
Mrs D Court
The Mire
Joyford

Nr Coleford
Glos

Forest News
Wigpool Iron Mine
New Dunn
Lydney Park Estate
St. Anns Well Cave
Additions to the Library
Trips
Who's Who
The September South Wales Weekend
Hole No 4 Buckshaft
The Redbrook Copper Mine
The South Oakwood Levels

Caving Comments

Page 1.

Hon Editor

R E Bailey
Rose Cottage
Aston Crews
Lea

Nr Ross
Herefordshire



FOREST NEWS

A news letter at last. I'm sorry for you havinghad to wait so long for this one but as | saidbehouse
building comes before caving in the Bailey houséhhbis year. The other excuse | have is that jpewplb
promise articles and then don't send them in dadwhp.

WIGPOOL IRON MINE

John Hine visited the mine recently and decidedbtdt in shorts. He doesn’t say how he got on
underground but on the surface he gotinto setififtisulties in the briars surrounding Sway Holedan
ended up with some rather bloodylegs. Howeveetgidund atlast he and his party did some exgorin
in the Columbus Pit area. At the northern encheffirst level, last passage on the left a fall viag and a
stretch of level opened. This goes for some walyended in small submerged levels with pit propis. in
The water level is low and a round trip via thedim be made.

NEW DUNN

Oil has again been tipped down the shaft and vaghntater levels dropping a smelly “ Fug “ has auibe
in the lower workings. This should be treated vgitime caution as one chap had a lungful of thé aaf
felt quite chesty for some days. ( Or maybe hassout of condition ? )

LYDNEY PARK ESTATE

Negotiations for access have been completed. [Tibehas permission to cave on the estate, excepido
deer park and the grounds of the house. Howeesetban be entered but this had to be arranged
specially, single trips only, through the estatiécef Atthe moment a visit to the roman mine ésrig
arranged.

The deer park can be recognised by the large funceunding it.

SURVEYING OLD BOW

lan Standing and his assistant are continuing #wiances in this mine, much work is now being dume
the road to Red Pit and we hope to publish thdteshortly. ( If they don't hurry up and finishlishall
get suspicious and print scurrilous innuendos értbws letter )

SAINT ANNS WELL CAVE - CLANNA
Unfortunately house building has prevented furtherk in the cave by Messrs Bailey so far this year.
However Roger Solari took some Birmingham cavewsrigion the way out did a quick survey, this is
published further onin the news letter.
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ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY

Descent - No 22 - August/ September 1972.

Orpheus CC - News Letter and Journal.

Plymouth Caving Group - News Letter and Journa#slo

BSA Bulletin - New Series No 7.

CRG News Letter No's 130 and 131.

The transaction of the cave research group. Mesalip bibliography Part II.

TRIPS

18" - 19" Nov South Wales weekend.
22 Nov evening photo trip to Dudly Stone Mines.

WHO ‘S WHO

Who needs a potty ?

Who got together for a pee ?

Who didn't get kissed at the barbeque ?

Who does fire walking, or was it fire rolling ?
Who's been doing a solo trip ?

Who banged his own window ?

Who is the immigrant who doesn't like foreigners ?

THE SEPTEMBER SOUTH WALES WEEKEND

For a change we arrived in the Swansea Valley afteng dry spell to find the caves there very tmw
water, usually it pours down the week before.

On Saturday Chris Bowen, Lawrence Bailey, ChrigliClaes Twissel and myself made our way into Dan
yr Ogof for an easy trip as none of us had beemgaegularly for some time. The water was thedstv
that | had seen it, leaving great sandbanks imtdi@ stream passage.

Chris Clark, as some of you know, is rather big @rolrobably the largest size of caver to get thhotine
Long Crawl. Onthe Z Bend was his greatest diffigliong legs and a large chest made a tight fit.
However after a digging session he struggled thraumgl we went on a sight-seeing trip to Flabergasm
Chasm then up to the rising. There we had a npsakatching the fresh water shrimps play about the
waters edge, another sign of low water.

We then made our way out, Chris C again enjoyedi¢hights of the Long Crawl. More food back at
SWCC and then to the Gwyn to listen to the latastioal porn.

On Sunday another easy trip into Ogof Ffynon Ddwelre we had a look around the waterfall seridse
water was so slow and clear that the bottom optite could be seen. Chris C made the mistakeioftr
to keep totally dry, but with some encourage merfeliénto the deepest pot which made the resaogh.

Roger Bailey
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HOLE No 4 BUCKSHAFT

Hole No 4 has been known for some time to be nmdeeesting than the batter known Buckshaft Scowl
Holes. It was first noted when the early worktfoe water board was in progress, and a few parties
been down since at least one reaching water lesvewver 2001t of ladder.

In July of this year club members were explorirgsthworkings with Birmingham Karabiner Club and
ascending a climb found an un-descended pitchvqugly noted ) . This was descended and another
pitch, estimated at 200ft was discovered.

On July 18 two KC members, Roger Solari, myself and Heathecdénald descended the hole, and the
pitch which proved to be very muddy was bottomBadger was surveyed at water level -120ft with the
two KC chaps when he noted a level 15ft up on tiposite wall for two hours a desperate juggle of
human bodies fought to reach this elusive passagdirzally a ladder hung proudly down. For Roged a
myself this was the start of some desperate exjora

What really puzzled us was which level was it ?gé&tadid some homework and reckoned it must be No 1
The only snag was that it shouldn’t be where wendbit

It would probably be tedious to describe the exgiion in detail. We were faced with many obstaeled
perhaps it was stubbornness that made us perse®erg&inly the sport provided was the most diffiowe
had ever faced in the Forest.

As all the Buckshaft Holes the dip is 70 degreegifthe surface down. Once the rubbish is negdtiate
large chamber leads steeply down ( 100ft ropelc)imA sharp turnand a twin shaft. We tooklgfe
and climbed down ( 15ft) into a steep narrow pgss Here a left turn leads into a complex seriedts
and shafts. Straight on however is blind excepafd5sft climb which leads to the pitch ( 35ft) .
Through a squeeze and climbing a steep slope agmssentered which descends to the big pit@sf{tjl
This is the start of the mud. A steep slope léads35ft hanging section which lands one on a bnidbe.
Itis necessary to get all the party here so akattder can be fed down the next section. It tanaeasant
place.

The next 45ft is impressive, a narrow shaft opgninto a long wide rift. The floor comprises ofthimg
else but deep blue water. By swinging the laddenall ledge can be reached 15ft up but the wag tm
continue down to water and climb up into the lexialthe fixed ladder. The acrobatics needed fisrate
unmentionable and never became ant easier. Howleéevel had been gained and had to be explored .
To the north a hole could be traversed and a shedidy section led to another large hole.

Our attention was turned south, a hole faced uigbd with an old shaky plank. With a life-line Rog
jumped this but | confess | preferred the plankat &h easy choice. The next hole was more difficut
we got across. Failure meant a 15ft fall into deager. After 50ft of level a mud fall was met. Neh
Roger surveyed | dug a way through. Somewhat detgpm slimy mud. A longer section of level
followed with five holes to traverse. We were steg then by a very long hole. We tackled this by
laddering to water and Roger traversed to the seotion. He explored on but was soon stoppeddy th
level completely disappearing.

Cont.
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To put the picture a little clearer, the body af tiere is completely vertical and had been minexdasi to
deep stope workings in the Welsh Lead Mines. Ehaoogk had been left to support the level, wellrhea
enough. Where Roger had stopped the rift continiesp below the clear blue water and high outgttsi
(like OFD IIl') Itwas unfortunate that on thigpt| had chosen to wear a wet suit due to the nidger
managed to persuade me to descend the ladder andeswiim and then on into the unknown. This
reluctantly | did and even Rogers enthusiasm atmoptessiveness did not warm me up.

A side rift was noted and after swimming about 10&fopped ata narrow low duck. A difficult clbnup
convinced me aladder would be needed for furthegrpss.

It was a further two weeks before we returned i®gpot, this time both inwet suits. The wat&eléhad
dropped a further six feet making the ladder 2%# fto water. We started swimming and soon reaatyed
duck. Itwas six feet up leaving ample room beldie swam on eventually being forced to climb oin
awkward traverse led offand | let Roger continlome. After some difficult climbing and a furthewim
good level was reached, in it a cut stone wall lsimtd the ‘Jetty ‘ in Noxon Park. Soon the lesplit with
both routes ending in a fall. We both returnedpsming 400ft and climbing the ladder the bottomg wf
which only just touched water level, was exhausted | was almost an exposure case.

This concluded exploration to the south and soagaquick onslaught to the north. A huge holeksd
the way on, it looked impossible and only with fstic juggling of equipment and some do or die raove
did Roger get across. However after 15ft anotbbs &igain stopped progress and this one couldn't be
crossed.

That was it, two arduous trips later we had théléaout and were celebrating our first exit, befal@sing
time, with a welcome pint.

We had spent six evenings exploring, giving a tofél2 % hrs underground.

Future prospects - these are excellent as this déewtd go along way. However the easiest wayeuit
may-poling gear ( and this may not be possibleetditere ) is to hope that the water levels risgeugh to
swim across the holes. It's probably the only waég. Roger did his homework I'll include his result
which are of interest.

Shake mantle/ Buckshaft/St Annals Mine.

No | Level - 280ft OD runs north from Buckshaft #300ft, connected by cross cuts to both Buckshaft
and St Annals shaft. Completed 1855. ( Thisn®at certainly the right altitude as we put thetdey
300ft OD - but records show no level between Buaksdind Shakemantle)

No 2 level - 140ft OD north from Shakemantle Lahdfsfor 12,950ft connected to Buckshaft and St
Annals. Completedin 1876. No ore bodies showthéaise on the miners plan, but numerous bodies t
the dip to a point some 2,250ft north of Buckshé&ital 2,400ft to St Annals is barren.

No 3 level - minus 10ft OD north from an inclingrjimg the Shakemantle shafts for 12.600ft. Congulet
1866. Cross cutto Buckshaft. Northern 4,000fisgren ( no connection with St Annals )

No 4 level - minus 140 OD north from Shakemantleshaft for 4,900ft driven in 1893 to 1899, thera
date of abandonment of the mines.

John Elliott
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THE REDBROOK COPPER MINE

During the seventeenth and first half of the eightl centuries the village of Redbrook was a cerfttee
copper smelting industry, at one time there wer&u2aces at work, also stamps for crushing thevere
in operation and even the slag from the furnacesreeonstituted into bricks.

John Coster set the works up in 1676 at an irortBmgesite at upper Redbrook were he experimentitl w
tin plating iron and the smelting of lead, iron aagper using pit coal. However the copper sidef
business prevailed and for a number of years #uetflourished. A Swedish mine official visitedgand
in 1724 and wrote about financial backer, Sir Clantgerke. Sir Clement Clerke began to smelt coppe
ore from Cornwall more than 30 years ago, and &&dster was in Sir Clements employ and had brought
the process to perfection. This perfection hasitieen out by a recent analyses of copper slagbfiom
Redbrook and Bristol. RTZ have commented - “ Cogteeg from a very efficient smelter indeed “
What interests me about the enterprise is thegiergirumour of a copper mine at Redbrook, in one
publication its failure is given as the reason hdtihe failure of the works. For myself | do netibve

that copper was ever mined in the Forest for tHeviiing reasons :-

The rocks of the Forest are sedimentary and arsyareninerals are widely distributed, as the ir@so
are. Itis highly unlikely that a blob of ore wasposited just in Redbrook. This would mean thatdre
was igneous in origin, but this type of rockis faatnd locally.

No geological works that | have read mention ampenin the Forest. | once enquired of a prominent
local geologist of his opinion, it was “impossible

What is the copper mine then? Ifa level existslldt must be tied up with iron ore mining, edthas a

trial or drainage adit. The Water Board takesgpbuof water from Redbrook, the source is knownh as
The Great Spring * | believe it starts as a lewg! Ithave no more information than that.

References :- Paper - Historical Metallurgy Gro8j.Annual conference. Redbrookeon - Wye, an early
copper producing centre By TG Grey - Davis.
Industry Before The Industrial Revolution. By Wéiin Rees, MA, D. Sc, F. SA.

Roger Bailey.
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THE SOUTH OAKWOOD LEVELS

Background information from * The Haematites of Farest of Dean and South Wales ‘ by T Franklin
Sibly.

The mine lies on the north side of Tufts brook 29@00 yds east of the Bream to Lydney road.

There were three adits from which headings weneedrhorth west following the first sandstone veiie
longest heading was 600 yds. The western mostsaldivcked by a very large fall about 50 yds Tine
eastern adit is blocked by a fall about 35 ftin.

The mine appears to have produced about 13,00®fane between 1870 and 1882.

Reopening of the eastern adit :-

The eastern most adit was chosen because it waslemed to be the easiest of the three adits fgereo
The dig commenced on'1®f September 1972. Started by Mike Howell and Bbhwartz. Since
Wednesday evenings have been spent at the digpstarcasions a third digger was present, Daveaihit
The method of reopening is shown in the sketchvbeliod so far we have been successful in breaking
through into the entrance side of the adit. Sambedring was necessary in order to support thessifle
the shaft which is 12 ft deep on the deepest side.

Mike Howell.
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CAVING COMMENTS

On Saturday night ,"7 October , | accompanied * Sparky * ( Dave Pajken a trip to Seymours Swallet.
We met ‘ Fraz‘ at Seymours Farm at about 8.1%prhafter about ten minutes we got the trap doenop
and dropped in.

| took up the rear following the lads step for stepd with Frez pointing out the best way to motad no
trouble. We left Sparky at his dig to bash a fewps off, and proceeded to have alook at the digin
which is at the end of the * Rat Run ‘. After sgang about two hours or so looking around cleagome
water from a short crawl, we heard a clanking soitrtdrned out to be Sparky complete with lump
hammer, looking for us , he thought we'd gone home.

We all trundled back to where he had been rockihgstnd gave a hand in clearing rocks from a previo
bang, finally making our way at about 12.30 pmll irall | was very pleased with Seymours and the
sooner we can get young Jim down to bang a bit moiréhe sooner we can get back. Whatabout it Jim
The same morning | attended my first Rescue Praatithe Robin Hood shaft, which incidentally was m
first view of a 200ft shaft ! It looked ginormousdunfortunately or fortunately depending on howdajo
your nerves are, | had to leave before | got aohém be thrust over the edge ! However , betiek hext
time.

The following Wednesday evening saw a party ofagpy Ray diving feet first down into Wig pooliav
Steam hole . After viewing the many formationsneared the long crawl and found ourselves in & righ
sticky mess of clay, this was where one of the Blads who was with us had some fun. He was weari
his Sunday best suede shoes , and he had anfinigridse trying to keep emon .

We climbed out of Sway Hole and spent a franti¢ halr trying to find our way through a mass of
brambles , however my mate Graham from Usk poutigredigh like a JCB and got us out OK. We had
visions of shouting for the cave rescue group !dgme that in the Citizen.

The Sunday of that week saw myself and Sparky dig at Whitecliff, between Coleford and Newland .
Having learned from lan that it was only a groit§d hole we never the less decided to have a &ddk

On arrival all | could see was a small entrance ladlout 6ft up fromwhere we stood. We wentin fee
first and backwards , and it drops about 12 - Enft then divides in two. The right-hand way draps
further 9 or 10 feet and the left about 4 ft . ehfsome thought we decided to push the left-hatelc it
and after an hour or so | had got into a smallwifh a very small chamber at floor level theraismall

hole about 15 inches across by 8 inches high. fldbeof the chamber seems to be soft mud , thdwgt
deep itis remains to be seen. |then left Sptrkyave a go atitand started on the right-hée which
again ended in mud , butrequires more work tafiedoes go any further. This hole may not go
anywhere at all, but the way | see it if you ddwdive a go , you won't get anywhere anyhow “ giith

me “ ?

The biggest factor being that grotting around iled@ives one some idea of what digging and hardt igo
like in confined spaces .

Total time spentin there was 3 %2 hours.

I've also been asked the following question , whenas digging in Seymours at 12 midnight on a Syr
night “Is there any insanity in your family “ Ro comment !

Small sketch of Whitecliffe Hole next page.

Gordon Burch.
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