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Editorial
First of all, apologies for the lateness in producing this newsletter. There was a distinct
dearth of articles for printing for a good while and when there was enough, I missed the
deadline for printing ready for the Christmas social due to illness.
Please, please, please, if you have had a good caving or mining trip to no matter
where, just think of the newsletter and send me a brief write-up so I can fill these pages.
It does not have to be a “War and Peace” story, just something to show that both you and
the club are still alive and functioning. Tax payers money was not wasted on your
education as all the members, as far as I know, are fully literate.
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Committee for 2006/2007
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Librarian
Tackle Office
Newsletter Editor
Meets Secretary
Other members

Greg Jones
Sue Corston
Andy Clark
Nicola Bayley
Seb Hall
Dave Tuffley
Greg Jones
Tim Hemming
Nick Negus

Co-opted Positions
Club FODCCAG Reps
Wet Sink Secretary
Otter Hole Secretary

Dave Tuffley & John Hine
Andy Clark
John Hutchinson (of Hades CC)

RFDCC Web Page
www@rfdcc.org.uk

A warm welcome to the Club for the following people:New member (or rather re-joining)
New members

Ashley Dickinson 01453 764219
Carl Powell
01594 860536
Shane Coburn
01594 824934
Roger Cornish
01594 629575
Sharon Powell
01594 541851

Obituaries
Laurance Bailey
It is with great sadness that this issue of the newsletter had to belatedly record the death
in early January 2006 of Laurence, brother of Roger Bailey, and who, along with Roger,
was a co-founding member of this club back in 1964. He worked as a team with Roger
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and both were responsible for the initial exploration of many mines and cave systems
especially Westbury Brook Iron Mine, the Clearwell mines, Ban-y-gor and Otter Hole.
The Bailey team had a hand in most areas of exploration both here in the Forest and in
other areas. Laurence was always there to offer advice or to help in a complex route
finding problem. He always gave you his honest opinion on any subject and always
enjoyed a good joke. His caving activities were curtailed in the 1990’s by the onset of
Multiple Sclerosis and it was always a great shame that he could not witness the
exploration of Slaughter Stream Cave or the extension of Westbury Brook Mine.
What was even more unfortunate was that Roger and Laurence’s older brother
Clive also died a few days later and therefore the funeral was a double one. The funeral
service was held at Longhope Church and was attended by many past and present club
members, indeed the church was full to bursting. Club members, Dave Tuffley and Ladi
Broadman and ex-club member and brother David, acting as some of the bearers, which
was a great tribute to such a club stalwart as Laurence.
A long while ago he said he would like a piece of stone from the Old Stone Well dig site
be placed in his grave and thanks to an old ex Rank Xerox work colleague, that’s exactly
what happened. Roger and Laurence had spent many hours, in years gone by, digging at
this resurgence.
It could be said that we saw Laurence on his last trip underground. He will be
sadly missed.
A donation in his memory was sent from the club to the Great Oaks Hospice

Terry Browning

Terry at Wind Gate, Wigpool Iron Mine

It is with great sadness to report the death of Terry Browning at Cheltenham Hospital on
5th October 2006. At the age of sixty-seven Terry lost his long and brave battle against
mesothelioma, a rare form of cancer brought on by inhaling deadly asbestos fibres which
affects the abdominal cavity or lining around the heart.
Terry was a long-standing member of Royal Forest of Dean Caving Club that he always
fully supported. He was also a loyal member of the Gloucestershire Cave Rescue Group
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and over the years was involved in many rescues, even when too ill to take part in a
recent rescue Terry still contacted the organiser to apologise.
Terry was a fun-loving and well-liked character in the caving fraternity who developed an
enthusiasm for Wigpool Iron Mine, caving there nearly every Wednesday night for the
last twenty years with his friend Les Twissell plus in recent years Chris Bowen also
attended. During this time they re-located many lost areas of Wigpool Iron Mine, reinstated routes within Wigpool plus rebuilt wind gate and bridge.
Six members from his Caving Club and Rescue Group acted as pallbearers at a
“Celebration of Terry’s Life”, which took place at The Matara Centre, Kingscote and
Westerleigh Crematorium on 18th October 2006.
Terry will be sadly missed by his many friends both in and out of caving and our thoughts
and condolences go to his wife Olive and his family Helen, William, Lucy, Clara and
grandchildren.
Les Twissell
October 2006

Gloucestershire Cave rescue Group (GCRG) –Dave Tuffley
It was in the early hours of the morning in early July 2006 when I received a phone call
from Paul Taylor stating that 3 cavers were well overdue after going digging in
Woolaston Wood. The three overdue cavers were John Forster, Tony Marden and Danny
Copland. As Jan Karvic lived near to the place, he was dispatched to go and see just what
was happening on site, whilst others were put on standby just in case something
transpired. An incident number was obtained from the Police to ensure all that may attend
were covered by the Police insurance. It turned out to be a case of over-enthusiastic
digging and forgetting the time!!!!
Jan reported that there were no vehicles on the site when he arrived. Most of the
diggers arriving back home around just before 2 am!!.
Jan, in his enthusiasm managed to get his van well and truly stuck and Paul
Taylor had to travel from Gloucester to the GCRG depot at Cinderford and drive to
Woolaston in the Cave Rescue Landrover to find Jan. The van was pulled out with a tow
rope and both were well tucked up back in bed by around 4 am just as the dawn was
coming up.
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Water Levels
The previous autumn and winter of 2005 and also the summer of 2006 have been
relatively dry, although some will argue differently. In the past few years water levels
have been permanently high due to the annual rainfall, thus making visiting the old
haunts impossible. Wigpool, Perseverance, Oakwood Mill Iron Mines were some of the
mines that were underwater for some considerable time. Thankfully, these places were
once again open to the tourists amongst us and it was possible to take new club members
into places they have not seen before. Long may the situation continue, and it is a plus
point for global warming.
Subscription are due
For those of you on e-mail you should have received a message including a standing
order to your bank. And for those who are not on e-mail you should have a letter with a
copy of the standing order. The reason for this is that our Treasurer, Andy Clark, has to
spend 3 to 4 months just chasing people to get the subscription money out of them
because they are generally too tired to get it to Andy. He has stated that this is not going
to continue as he has had enough of people coming to him in April & May offering subs
that were due in November!!!!. The Committee has also decided that this cannot continue
and we must come into the 21st Century and do things the way that a lot of other clubs
and societies do and that is to have standing orders that pay automatically the subs into
the clubs bank account.
The club also has to pay the BCA insurance premium in January and we cannot tell from
one month to the next just who we are wasting insurance money on because they are not
members rejoining.
Please be aware that it is your responsibility to take the form to the bank as soon as
possible. For the Luddites amongst you, who will not register for standing order,
first of all shame on you , and secondly make sure then that you pay the subs as soon
as possible to Andy. If the old ways continue we may have to look for a new
treasurer, a job we know most of the Luddites will not take on themselves
Club Web Page
The club web page has now been brought up to date thanks to the efforts of Nichola
Bayley and Andy Harp. The old page was well out of date and very old news and stale.
The new one is totally refreshed and is well worth the effort of looking at it. Please view
it on www.rfdcc.org.uk
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Club trip List
Have you attended any of the revitalized club trips yet? If not, why not? Rather than
waiting for people to ask for a club trip somewhere, Greg Jones, our combined Chairman
and Meets Secretary has decided to pre-organize something in advance, and it appears to
have paid off. There have been some interesting trips into Miss Grace’s Lane Cave –
where 14 people turned up on one occasion! Must have been a good wait to ascend the
entrance shaft for some.
At one evening trip down Old Bow there was 16 cars parked outside in the layby and
every space around. A Wigpool trip resulted in 23 members turning out, a grand turn out
not seen in the club for many years.
Nenthead trips
Mole has asked me to place the dates for the trips he is organizing up to Nenthead up in
Cumbria. Details and booking are through Mole:Easter:
Summer:
Autumn:

Friday 6th April to Sunday 15th April 2007
Friday 20th July to Sunday 29th July 2007
Friday 19th October to Sunday 28th October 2007

Children’s deaths at Westbury Brook Iron Mine
The following information was given to me by Tony Oldham, and for those who take an
interest in the mine, I’m sure you will find it a good story but with tragic consequences.
The information came from the Mining Journal dated 1860 ref page 253. The Mining
Journal was a paper giving the day-to-day happenings and interests of the industry to the
mining engineers and managers all over the country. The Forest of Dean, whilst being a
small player, featured quite regularly on its pages over the years.
‘On Sunday afternoon last a terrible and fatal accident occurred at Westbury Brook Iron
Mines, the property of the Dowlais Iron Company, situated on the north side of the Forest
near Mitcheldean. The engineer named Davies, left his house for the purpose of putting
his engine to work, taking two children with him for a walk, one of his own, and the other
belonging to Mr. Benjamin Stephens, a local preacher of great celebrity that so much so
that although a working collier, he is widely known as the “Forest Spurgeon”, a title, we
are informed, he quite deserves. After placing the children in the engine room, Davis
went to the boiler stack to turn on the steam for working the engine, when a pipe
connecting the boiler with the engine, burst in the engine room. On hearing the explosion
he immediately ran to the rescue of the children, but could not enter the engine room for
the steam. He ran to the boiler and turned off the steam. As soon as he was able to enter
the room, he found the children dreadfully scalded; his own child, so much so that it died
almost immediately, and the other lingered only to midnight, when death released it from
its suffering’.
Does anyone know what a spurgeon is, ‘cos I cannot find any reference to one in any
dictionary – Dave T
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Club Social meeting at Cinderford Cinema
On Monday May 8th 2006 the club had its social meeting at the Palace Cinema,
Cinderford, where owner and club member, Andy Lougher, showed us around and gave
us a showing of Gavin Newman’s film on DVD of Wookey Hole Cave. It was a history
of the exploration of the cave, which basically was centered on cave diving. There was
some re-enactment of the first cave diving adventures using the old Siebe-Gorman type
copper helmeted hard hat diving. Eventually we were brought up to date with the latest
tri-mixture and also re-breathing type of equipment which still require hours of
decompression for those daft enough to want to go to –70 meters depth in a silty cave
with no hope of rescue if things go badly wrong. Many people have done open water
diving but this looks like playing Russian roulette with 3 full chambers and 3 empty
chambers in the revolver. It is ironic that many of those featured in the historical footage
have died cave diving. People such as Rob Palmer, Ian Rowland and Rob Parker, whilst
pushing back the frontiers, have all died in recent years.
The show was greatly appreciated by all who attended and it was enhanced by
watching it on the wide screen, and also having decent audio reproduction. We were also
shown around the projection room and watched the huge reels of film unwinding and
passing over a myriad of spools whilst to and from the projector.
Thanks must go to Andy and Karen for a most entertaining night out on a completely
different venue. (There was even tea and “biccies” provided, bet you wish you came
now!)
John Hoyle of the County Archaeological Team will give the talk on Scowls in the Forest
of Dean at February’s social meeting
Brinchcombe Iron Ore Level
Things have been slowly progressing here for the past 2 to 3 years. A snail’s pace was
being made into the end fall by excavating the fall by putting in scaffold frames and
boards under the scaffolding fore-poles which were driven across the roof of the fall.
Mid May saw George, Sue, Seb and Malc Cook uncover a 45 degree left hand
turn to what looks like the start of the southern drivage. A distance of about 3 meters
could be seen down into a stone arched tunnel. The mud and boulders still blocking the
way in this direction and thankfully the draught had slightly increased. Hopes were also
increasing but there was still many weeks work to clear the way onwards. However since
that initial excitement George managed to bring the roof down at the front and made
minus 1 metre of progress. It is always the best plan to go forward slowly and support the
ground securely otherwise you will have twice the work clearing out a space you have
already cleared out
The original plan in opening up this level was to gain access into the large area of
workings in the adjacent and down dip of Findall Iron Mine, which is currently blocked
in that place by huge boulders. The abandonment plans show that there is plenty of
workings yet to explore. If a link up with these existing workings can be made then there
could be a classic through trip from Findall Mine and out through the Brinchcombe Level
The expected way on down the Southern Drivage had now been confirmed as just
that, but for about 8 weeks work had been clearing the mud and rocks that has fallen
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down from above. This usually took up to the end of the evening and so to the pub. On
the following Wednesday evening the mud would have fallen down yet again and so it is
back to square one again. The Dropper crew agreed to help at the dig, but word soon got
out that a breakthrough was imminent as 13, Yes 13, people turned up one evening. The
car park was full to over flowing. Just where were these people when the dig was
started????????
Anyway, on 4th October 2006 the breakthrough was finally made into the Southern
Drivage. George and Sue, being the most expendable members present, went through and
had a good look around whilst Seb, Dave and Maurice Febry just sat quietly in the mud
and awaited their return. The southern drivage is supported with Pennant sandstone
arching for about 10 metres up to a partial fall where the lining has given way on one
side. However, this fall is just under 3 metres long as a hole can be seen through on the
right hand side. The tunnel progresses on for another 15 metres until another fall can be
seen.
The roof from the breakthrough point up to the partial collapse has flattened out
quite a bit and you definitely do not feel safe sat under it. The slightest movement here
could see a big collapse of stone upon you. A large scaffold frame is to be built here and
the centre of it filled with dirt and stones in the fashion of a cog block in coal mining.
If the Southern Drivage cannot be progressed then the Northern Drivage will be
attacked in similar fashion. There is another way down to the Findall Level No 2 from the
end of this latter drivage. This will all be done after the diggers have gone and helped the
Dropper boys in payment for their previous help. One thing that has not been mentioned
so far and that is the Southern Drivage’s height is half filled with a semi-dryish grey clay
and it is not known whether this has come down through the unmortared tunnel lining, or
has been back filled at some time.

Drug sniffing Dog
A man had just settled into his seat next to the window on the plane
when another man sat down in the aisle seat and put his black Labrador
retriever in the seat between them. The first man looks very
quizzically at the dog and asks why the dog is allowed on the plane.
The second man explained that he is a DEA (Drug Enforcement Agency) agent and that
the dog is a"sniffing dog". His name is Sniffer and he's the best there is. I'll
show you once we get airborne, when I put him to work."
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The plane takes off, and once it has levelled out, the agent says:
"Watch this." He tells Sniffer to "search". Sniffer jumps down, walks
along the aisle, and finally sits very purposefully next to a woman for
several seconds. Sniffer then returns to its seat and puts one paw on
the agent's arm.
The agent says, "Good boy", and he turns to the man and says: "That
woman is in possession of marijuana, so I'm making a note of her seat
number and the authorities will apprehend her when we land.
"Say, that's pretty neat" replies the first man.
Once again, the agent sends Sniffer to search the aisles. The Lab sniffs
about, sits down beside a man for a few seconds, returns to its seat,
and this time, he places TWO paws on the agent's arm. The agent says,
"That man is carrying cocaine, so again, I'm making a note of his seat
number for the police."
"Like it!" says his seat mate.
The agent then told Sniffer to "search" again. Sniffer walked up and
down the aisles for a little while, sat down for a moment, and then
came racing back to the agent, jumped into the middle seat and proceeded
to shit all over the place. The first man is really grossed out by this
behaviour and can't figure out how or why a well-trained dog would act
like that, so he asks the agent "What's going on?"
The agent nervously replied, "He just found a bomb!"

Trip Down New Dunn Mine Bethan Stallwood Ph.D
Since being made aware of the waste that has been dumped down a shaft to the New
Dunn Mine, I decided it would be a great idea to get the students at the University of
Gloucestershire involved. As a result, an entire 3rd year course was based around the
contamination; both in trying to determine the nature of the contamination, and in terms
of trying to find a solution.
It was my intention that I would provide the students with a sample collected from the
bottom of the shaft. However, the students became so interested in the case study, it was
thought that a trip down New Dunn Mine was required.
Therefore a trip was arranged to take the seven students (most of whom are studying
Environmental Management or Environmental Science) and me down the mine. They
were to be accompanied by local cavers, John Hine aka 'Mole', Ladi Broadman and
Jonathan Wright and we would go to 400ft, to see the problem first hand, and to collect
some more samples. But things weren't quite as simple as that…
The Mines' Inspectorate had worries over the low O2 levels that are known to occur at
this depth (due to the contamination). Initially it was requested that we all carry
emergency O2 packs, but after discussion (and presenting data which showed the oxygen
concentrations had been consistent over the past few months), it was agreed that we could
journey down the mine, so long as the oxygen levels remained above 19%.
The night before our expedition, Jonathan and Craig Cameron (another local caver) went
down to the base of New Dunn Shaft to verify the state of the atmosphere before taking
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us down. So, on the morning of Friday 31st March 2006, we set off (with all the
necessary safety equipment, including a flame safety lamp and multi gas meter). Many of
the students had not been caving before, and the confined spaces and squeezes were met
with some trepidation (and near tears). But they all soldiered on, and about 2 hours later
we had the shaft full of waste nearly in our sights.
A Lesser Horseshoe bat was spotted just in front of us, but the flame safety lamp was
beginning to flicker, and the oxygen meter read 19%. Jonathan had no choice than to call
us to a halt. Everyone was bitterly disappointed. But we were close to the shaft, and the
students got a real sense of the cave system and the devastation the waste was causing.
They could also appreciate the logistical problems for the remediation of the mineshaft.
Reluctantly, we began our ascent, somewhat disappointed, but with renewed vigour to
help find ways to solve this long-standing pollution problem.
Back in the laboratory, we wanted to find out whether bioremediation could be employed
to clean up the organic component of the waste. Bioremediation involves the harnessing
of microbes to break down contaminants into carbon dioxide and water. The method is
used routinely in the remediation of contaminated land, as well as on disasters such as the
Exxon Valdez and the Sea Empress.
For our experiments, microcosms were set up with samples that had been collected
previously. These were simple microcosms; 25 grams of the tarry sludge in a flask. To
these, one or a combination, of: plant food (N:P:K), mushroom compost, a liquid medium
especially formulated to encourage bacterial growth, a bacterial culture and water, were
added. The microcosms were then incubated, and then were sampled after 4 weeks and
then again after 12 weeks. ALcontrol, a commercial analytical chemistry lab in Cheshire,
kindly agreed to do all the analysis free of charge, as they too were interested to see
whether the sludge could be bioremediated.
The analysis of an initial sample of the nasty, tarry stuff oozing from the heap of waste
and making its way down various tunnels (including the one leading to a major water
body) showed it to be weathered petroleum and oil. It was found to consist of 30%
aromatic compounds, many of which were polyaromatic hydrocarbons. There was also a
high percentage of resins and asphaltenes.
In the best-performing microcosms, by the end of the experiment (after 12 weeks) the
petroleum hydrocarbons had decreased by 57%, and the resins and asphaltenes by 37 %
and 10% respectively. These results are really encouraging, as these are amongst the
nastiest components of the oil. All of the results, for that matter, are encouraging, as so
much of the sludge has been biodegraded in just 12 weeks.
This research is on-going, as I am writing this, there are students frantically analysing the
results, and preparing to give a seminar on the contamination of the New Dunn Mine, and
how it can be cleaned-up.
The students have thoroughly enjoyed being part of such an interesting and tragic
contamination issue. I would really like to thank all those who have helped us with this
work, especially Jonathan Wright.
Bethan Stallwood Ph.D.
Lecturer in Biological Sciences, University Of Gloucestershire
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Caver’s remains finally recovered
An article appeared recently in The Times, 26th June 2006.
‘The remains of an amateur explorer have been recovered, left 41 years after he died
whilst exploring a cave. James Mitchell suffered exposure on a cold February day in 1965
whilst hanging from a harness in a cavern in Dolgeville, New York State. Gallons of cold
water poured over him every minute after he got stuck whilst descending a vertical shaft.
The death of Mitchell, aged 23, a chemist from Massachusetts, prompted greater concerns
about safety and the formation of rescue teams.
At the weekend his brother Bill emerged from the site- Schroeder’s Pants Cavewent with a team who spent four hours recovering his bones and helmet. The occasion
was filmed for a documentary’.
New Club Kit
The Club has now got a new compass and clinometer complete with protective rubber
covers. The old compass is sticking a bit when in use. As Dragon Caving was closing
down, Seb Hall managed to blag good deal and bought them for future use.
We now have a copy of the Bath Stone Mine DVD in the library, so see Nichola if you
want to have a look. She has also asked that those of you who have borrowed stuff from
the library, that if you have finished with the stuff, to return it to her as she wants to do an
inventory of the library. It is your duty to return it and not hers to chase you for it.
A personal comment from the editor is that we have lost a fair bit of library kit
over the years by people taking it and adding it to their personal library and never
returning it.
We have also purchased a new draught meter to add to the kit stock. The new
meter was purchased in a batch of 3, the others going to GSS and Jan Karvic. They have
proved their worth by being the prime tool in finding the main system in Miss Graces
Lane Cave a little while ago. They are not immensely robust and do not like wet or damp
conditions. So if you borrow one try not to get it soaking wet, and if you do then dry it
out as soon as possible. They are not cheap at about £80 per throw.

Kelly’s Lane Cave Jan Karvic
The Team at Kelly's Lane has been blessed with the influx of fresh blood. A ten strong
force is now possible on Wednesday nights, enabling up to 1.5 tonnes of spoil to be
raised in two hauls up over 30m, during the normal duration of 1.5 hours productivity.
The most recent team member being 'Rusty' an old dumper truck, which its hoped will
continue to hold himself together to aid in the spoil disposal department.
Over the past 6 months, 8 meters of horizontal progress has been forged at 34.7m depth,
below which water ponded. The drafts at the dig face were proving marginal and the
terrain appeared to be solutionalised jointed limestone. Doubts started to creep in as to the
wisdom of continuing on this tack. The other options were, to attempt to gain depth at the
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shaft base, or move back up 4 meters to follow a drafting under cut in the solid wall either
north or southwards. As the strongest draft seemed to emanate from the southwards
direction, that has become the present objective. For now at least, the team has reluctantly
abounded their previous 12 months digging and concrete shoring work, in favour of 'plan
B', and commenced clearing a way, mapping over their previous level.
Presently, 4 meters in on 'level B' the now focused draft is luring the diggers eastwards
away from the sanctuary of the solid wall and up into the chaotic choke above. This is not
the expected or desired direction, but only hindsight will prove the wisdom or otherwise
of chasing a draft back up.
STOP PRESS - Hot News a 'mini breakthrough', digging through a small but increasingly
enticing gap, passed a squeeze to enable one to cave through to nearly 10m of cavity. (
4m in 3m down and 3m back underneath ).
The best of it is that the diggers now have another solid wall to follow, perpendicular to
the previous one they had been following, but had turned away from blindly into the
choke, in order to follow the best detectable draft.
The new wall overhangs and at the lowest point, is small hole in the floor. Surveying and
an audio communication test shows that this relates to an semi abandoned right hand
branch in the lower dig level - this obviously requires more thorough investigation, as do
the new upper cavities.
Presently the cave totals 81 horizontal meters and is 33.3m deep.

OAKWOOD MILL DEEP LEVEL
Remedial and Safety Work

Seb Hall

It all started with the repairs made to the doors of the main walk in entrance, which had
been broken into by cutting through the left-hand door hinges. For the benefit of the
newer club members, myself included, before the entrance was altered there used to be
just a hole in the ground not unlike so many others entrances scattered across the Forest
of Dean. So legend has it, it used to be very tight and had a steep access point into the
mine. Some cavers have described it as being “ sporting “.
The left-hand door had also been pushed inwards making it at first seem like a difficult
job, but once again GCRG ( Gloucestershire Cave Rescue Group ) came to the rescue in
the form of Paul Taylor brandishing a Turfer Winch. In no time at all we had the door
realigned and ready for welding. The hinges were then welded and strengthened along
with four security caps being placed over each hinge and welded in turn.
In the following months each Saturday afternoon after Mole ( Alias John Hine ) had
downed his pie and pint at the Rising Sun, Moseley Green, we proceeded to carry out the
safety work which was in agreement with FODCCAG ( Forest of Dean Cave
Conservation and Access Group ) and John Harvey, the Deputy Gaveller, that this work
should be done as part of the access agreement which entailed the removal of most of the
timber supports put in by the contractors prior to the infill of certain key caverns situated
above the main level.
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In addition to this work we had to also block off one of the upper caverns /churns which
had been partially filled with stone chippings, this was apparently a mistake which
created a potential hazard to any cavers in the future who may decide to do some digging
in this area. That is to say, a danger of being buried alive if this lot decides to avalanche
in a downwards direction. A light weight grill was made of reinforcing mesh and secured
in place thanks to Barry Hemming ( alias chemical Barry ) and his trusty chemical
anchoring gun ( quite a scary sight - not for the faint hearted ) thanks again Barry.
Our work was not finished there, as we worked our way in an upwards direction towards
the doors knocking out the very worst timbers, some very rotten ones, and some
extremely heavy ones due to their water content. We finally reached the support structure
which appeared to be holding back infill material some eight feet high, at the top of
which some 25 - 30 feet in front and inclined at approximately 35 - 40 degrees had been
placed what appears to be an old fuel storage tank approximately 7 feet in diameter with
the entrances doors attached to the top end. It was agreed that if removed the lower
structure, in time it could have resulted in the decay of the infill and given rise to the
possibility of the old tank subsiding.
After careful juggling, replacing old timbers with scaffolding and corrugated sheets for
lagging, we built in a new structure the like of which you may find on some civil
engineering site. On the completion of the Jurassic Park like film set, Mole lent back on
his scaffold spanner and whilst puffing idly on a roll-up said,
“ well that should outlast me “. I grinned mischievously.
See photos on next page.
And finally, as it had been discovered that bad air / oxygen deficient atmosphere is
present in the mine, a new lid will be fitted soon, on top of the shaft , which is situated
opposite the old Winding Wheel pub near to the road. Incorporated in the lid are
ventilation holes to aid with freer air movement. The lid can also be opened from the
inside without removing the padlock and it is recommended that this access should only
be used as an EMERGENCY EXIT. The reason for this is so as to cause as little
disruption as possible to the occupiers of the house, in who’s garden this is situated, albeit
the small portion of land belongs to Forest Enterprise. There will be, included in the
access agreement the requirement for cavers to use at all times one of the following :- A
flame safety lamp, candle or an air monitoring device, whilst undertaking any trips into
the mine.
NB. At present the access agreement has not been finalised, further information to follow
at a later date.
On that rather sombre note, or maybe sobering thought,I hope you all enjoy this article
and embark on many safe and enjoyable caving trips.
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An appeal from the Club Librarian
Could anyone who may have any items from the Club Library please return them as our
Librarian Nichola Bayley is trying to do a stock check and the returned books would
make her job a whole lot easier.
An appeal for Otter Hole leaders
As you know, the RFDCC is responsible for the management of the Otter Hole Cave
system. This includes providing leaders for visiting clubs to enter the cave. Over the past
few years there has been a decline in the number of leaders and we could really do with
some more.
Being an Otter Hole leader is not particularly onerous. The cave is pretty
straightforward from a route finding point of view, and information regarding the
behaviour of the cave is studiously provided by John Hutchinson.
As a leader you will only be expected to take one or two groups in a year, and you
will be able to choose a date that suits you.
A refresher trip for leaders, and also an introduction to the cave for potential
leaders will take place in the forthcoming Springtime, so if you came support the Club
and take a trip in, please, please get in contact with John Hutchinson or any committee
member
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