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Editorial – Malcolm White
I was going to say a slightly quieter few months since the last newsletter due to the holiday season being
upon us but I’ve been given another great series of articles. I’ve included a couple of articles which I’ve
scanned in rather than go to the effort of retyping them from scratch. So if those who get the newsletter by
email find it slightly larger than normal, now you know why. There’s lots to mull over in the next few
months, the AGM (it’s earlier now remember!), committee member posts and of course the 50th anniversary
of the club,
Malcolm White
10 Westover Court
Churchdown
Glos GL3 2AA
01452 859202
malwhite@blueyonder.co.uk
Diary Dates
Club AGM October 4th
Caving Dates
September Wednesday 15th - Noxon Park Iron Mine - Meet time 7.45PM.
September Saturday 25th - OFD trip - Meet TBA - Please contact me if you are interested. A variety of trips
on offer.
October Wednesday 13th - Bixhead Mine - Meet time 7.45PM.
October Saturday 16th - Wet Sink / Slaughter Stream Cave - Meet time 9.30AM. Trip to the Remelt Series.
This could be a long and arduous trip (6-8 hours)
November Wednesday 10th - Buckshaft Mine - Meet time 7.45PM.
November Saturday 13th - Pwll Dwfn - Meet time TBA. S Wales' best SRT trip apparently ( I've never
been)
December 4th - Wainfelin Iron Mine and Aberdare No 1 Level. - Pontypool Iron mines - I'm sure they're
not a scratch on the Forest mines.
December Date TBA - Old Ham Retro Trip / Xmas social - Will sort details after AGM.
December Tuesday 28th - Xmas OFD trip. (this date can change be a few days, if better for more people Let me know which dates are most suitable.)

Please contact Dan Sandford if you would like to attend any of the weekend trips. Just turn up for the mid
week trips - Dan will email meet up locations for each trip in due course. As always, the weekend trips can
be changed to Sunday, if more convenient for the majority of people.
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New Members
Welcome to our new members
James Clegg, Allen Needham, Miles Thornton, Alex Foster, Jill Brunsdon, Pete Morgan, David Dickson,
Club 50th Anniversary
It’s the club’s 50th anniversary in 2014. I know it seems a long time away but these things have a habit of
creeping up on you unawares. So if anyone has any ideas for celebrating this event then please mention it
either at the AGM or to any of the committee members.
It has been suggested (on more than one occasion) that we produce a glossy book (like the one produced by
GSS). So if any of you feel like writing something which will go down in history, now is the time to start
planning it!
Club AGM
As I’m sure you all remember the club AGM is now in October. There is one committee post definitely up
for grabs, that of Tackle Officer. Andy Clark has also indicated that he would like someone else to take on
the role of Treasurer as he doesn’t feel that he can commit as much time to the job as he feels is necessary.
Andy has done a stalwart job for many years so perhaps someone could take on the job? It would look good
on your CV all those who are in the job market!
Devil’s Chapel
Due to a mix up over whom to contact for permission to visit Devil’s Chapel the land agent for Lydney
Park Estate has forbidden caving in Devil’s Chapel for a while. After an offer by Mole the committee have
placed the task of sorting out access with FODCAG. Please don’t jeopardise things by making unauthorised
visits in the meantime.
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Fire Setting In the Forest of Dean – Sent in by John Hine
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The Dropper / Cab Sav Connection – Paul Taylor
For some time Tony Howard has been digging at a new cave dig site in the lower Mailscot Valley that is known as CAB SAV. I
understand this is named as such due to Tony’s like of Cabernet Sauvignon Wine.
Jan Karvik has been helping out along with his friends Drs Bosch and Nobel and of recent times the initial shaft has broken out
into a small chamber with a stream running into it from the roof and a narrow 7m deep rift leading off from it. Further work has
seen the opening up of another rift to crawling sized and ongoing development. This I will leave Tony and Jan to tell you about.
Cab Sav lies on the right hand side of the descending Mailscot Valley above the stream that flows down the valley but is below
the RFDCC Dig site of the Dropper.
Surveying has shown that the two sites are approximately 250m apart and have a vertical separation from the bottom of the
Dropper to the top of the Cab Sav shaft of approximately 16m. The site is best approached by either walking or driving to the
normal Dropper Parking spot adjacent to the Forestry Track and then walking down the descending track that goes off on the
corner towards the River Wye. Approximately 100m down this track a wooden seat is reached and at this point a further path cuts
back to the left. Follow this for approximately 75m and then look out for a small path through the undergrowth going off on the
right. Follow this to a very obvious 15m dia depression that shows all the signs of being an active dig site.
The RFDCC have been digging at the Dropper for a very long time and although at times there rate of visits have been rather
spasmodic the effort put in has resulted in steady if some what slow downward progress through the rock an infill. Scaffolding
plays a considerable part in keeping the shafts open. Water flushing has been employed over the years to help clear the mud infill
away.
At the bottom good sections of the Whitehead Limestone are now being seen with a vertical range of approximately 40m. When
compared with Big Sink the “Breakthrough Point” at this site was reached approximately 8m lower than the present depth of the
Dropper and although we do not know what happens in geological terms if the beds are similar this is not an un-surmountable
further depth to achieve.
Tony Marden and I were approached by the Dropper Diggers with a view to consider the option of taking on the dig. However
the recent progress at Cab Sav although not a major discovery have shed a different light on things and before any further thought
could be given to that it was considered essential to determine if the water flowing at Cab Sav and the Dropper were one and the
same. Tony Howard and Jan carried out a Dye Trace but this was not conclusive so a further test was proposed and this took
place on Wednesday June 9th when 100grams of Fluorescence Dye was put into the water Flushing Holding Tank at the Dropper.
As you can see from the Photograph this turns the water BRIGHT GREEN. The tank holds approximately 1250ltrs of water and
is connected to a valve underground by a 50mm dia plastic pipe.

Barrie Hemming was in charge of this on the night as its opening and more particularly its closing is quite a critical operation.
Just shutting it quickly results in a major water hammer effect and this results in a major strain being placed on a pipe fitting
located further back up the shaft with the very likely result that the two halves of the pipe will part company resulting in a free
flow of all of the remaining water in the system. Gravity has a serious effect on this water and there are only two places that it
will go. The second being the bottom of the shaft. However this is not achieved until it has gone through the first point. This
being down the back of your neck and out of the bottom of your caving suit. If you would like a personnel account of the effects I
suggest you ask Greg Jones who I understand was on the receiving end of such an event. Not wishing to experience a similar
event we left this work to Barrie. Although I did venture back down to the bottom of the shafts once the flow was underway. The
water certainly was GREEN as you can see from the photograph. Barrie estimated that in the approximate 5min period that
approximately 750ltrs of water were discharged. With this completed a return to the surface and we then walked down to meet
the others at Cab Sav.
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The water flow in the chamber is greater than that seen under normal conditions at the bottom of the Dropper although it has to
be said that not all the water that sinks at the Dropper on the surface is seen within the excavated section. Approximately 45mins
after the discharge at the Dropper had taken place a marked increase in the flow at Cab Sav was recorded but the water failed to
turn green. In addition to this it was raining quite heavily on the surface at the time and it was considered that this could have
played a contributory part in the increase in the flow. Although it has to be said that there are no known sinks in the immediate
area that could have been responsible for this. Those present were reasonably happy that the results suggested a link although it
was not 100% conclusive and required a second test to confirm.
With no rain forecast a second test was carried out on Wednesday June 23rd when the complete contents of the Dropper Holding
Tank were released. This was estimated at 1250ltrs and although the concentration of Dye was reduced from the previous test it
was still very GREEN water that was flowing out of the bottom of the pipe.
Joining the underground party at Cab Sav we all waited to see what was going to happen. True to form and on time the flow rate
increased and although it did not turn bright green after flowing for approximately 30mins it was quite plain to see that the water
was now very murky from the previously very clean flow and it was possible to detect a slight Greenish Tinge. A sample of
water was taken to test to see if the dye can be seen under UV Light.
I think it is now conclusive that a Hydrological Link does exist between the bottom of the Dropper and the Cab Sav site.
Although the horizontal distance is not vast at 250m the exploration of any potential cave passage by following the water back up
from the Cab Sav site towards the Dropper should in my opinion be considered and explored as far as is possible to go. The time
delay between discharge and appearance suggests that there are pools or canals between the two locations and this could prove to
be some very interesting sections of passage.

It will be interesting to see what Tony and Jan can achieve on this front and the prospects of a classic Forest “Through Trip” are
certainly worth thinking about. In addition to this the next stage of the research will be to determine the end location for the water
from Cab Sav. Does it go to the Slaughter Resurgence? This is approximately 225m away due North and approximately 30m
lower. A previous Dye Trace from the Dropper was inconclusive. However with the knowledge that we now know from the
recent tests this may have been due to the detectors at the resurgence being removed before the dye had had a chance of getting
out of the Dropper System.
The nearness of the resurgence would strongly suggest that this would be the source and further progress and discoveries at Cab
Sav may well preclude any further dye tests.
Thanks to the following for helping out:
Barrie Hemming, Tim Hemming, Jill Brunsdon, Tony Marden, Steve Tomalin, Gareth Jones, Dave Parker, Colin Clements, John
Elliott, Glenys Elliott and Paul Taylor
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Minutes of RFDCC committee meeting 23rd August 2010
Present
Jan Karvik (Chairman) JK
Chris Stott CS
Dan Sandford DS
Nicky Bailey NB
Andy Clark AC
Malcolm White MW
Apologies
Nick Negus NN
Seb Hall SH
In attendance
John Hine JH
Dave Tuffley DT

Matters discussed
New membership process
Agreed that membership form go to the Secretary
The Secretary will distribute the names & proposers etc to the Committee for approval
Subject to any objections the prospective member will be admitted
Details of the new member will be sent to the Treasurer to administer subs & insurance etc
Details of the new member will be circulated to the Committee – mail address etc
The Secretary will inform the new member of their admission & be sent a club handbook
Fees:
If paid at the start of the year, £15, otherwise £4 per quarter. Full time students £8 per year (no discounts applicable)
Insurance, £16 or £4 per quarter
Handbook, NB will circulate the proposed handbook for proof reading
Devils Chapel. Access rights request to be passed over to FODCAG
CS to mail membership making it clear we do not currently have right of access
Wigpool locks, RFDCC has no current obligations, this is a Clearwell Cave issue
Bank Signatures, these need to be resolved on all accounts. The AGM is only a couple of months away, so it was decided this
issue should be resolved after that date when the constitution of the new Committee is known
Surveying kit, this needs following up with Seb who was not present to give an update.
Kit list. There is a brief list in the handbook. No further action required on this point, members can ring the Tackle Officer if they
require kit
Oakwood Deep Mine, again not a RFDCC issue, no access is allowed – Warning signs are being produced, but this is not the
responsibility of the Club
Committee Meetings, the current arrangement that no meeting is required if there is nothing to discuss should continue, but it was
agreed that a meeting should be held every 6 months
Otter Hole phone line, no progress, in the hands of Dave Appling
Descent magazine – we need to update secretary etc, CS to sort out
Otter Hole conservation fund raising
NB to investigate printing Tee shirts to see how much we could buy / sell them for, hopefully a sales price of £5-7 will be
achievable
Wet Sink slides, no progress has been made in locating these, CS will mail membership
Club 50th Anniversary 2014, some discussion around what we should do
Quick note to the membership – perhaps suggesting articles for an anniversary RFDCC bulletin
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New members proposed, James Clegg, proposed & seconded by messrs Elliot & Taylor, approved
Finances
Current account £477
Savings account £3081 – this hasn’t been touched for many years – thought we could use some of this for 50th celebrations
Expenses
Subscription to Descent £78 – 3 years
Wookey Hole book £25
Postage NB £4.41
Noted that Frome CC gave a £15 donation to the Otter Hole Conservation fund
Andy requested someone review the accounts
CS agreed to do this
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