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Happy Christmas and a 
merry New Year to you 
all.  

Dave Jackson has 
willed the club £250 to 
spend on a club social 
and so after some 
discussion the 
committee has decided 
to spend it on the 
Christmas party in 
addition to the money 
that the club already 
spends on the party. 

Dave Tuffley emailed 
me with the following 
news which I quote 
verbatim. 

Editorial 
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New Members 

 A warm welcome to the following new members 
 

Martin and Jasper Thomas 

Chris Heeks 

Jake Simpson 

Rupert Simpson 

Allan Ockenden 

Congratulations to 
Ian Standing on 
becoming a 
Verderer of the 
Forest of Dean into 
the next newsletter. 
Interestingly, we 
have two Verderers 
now with interests 
in caving, namely 
Ian and Ray Wright 
and no other club 
can boast of that. 

Nice to see a 
number of fellow 
cavers also up at 
the election helping 
Ian in his cause 
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Diary Dates 

 
 
Don't forget it is this year's Retro trip and Xmas party next Week on 
Wednesday 21st December 2011. Bring a pudding and a raffle prize to the 
party. 
 
Diary Dates for the following year are as follows. 
 
 
Sunday 1st Jan    New Years Day Walk  - organised and lead by Di 
Standing(Court), who is planning it around the eastern out crops of Ruspidge. 
  
Monday 16th Jan    CM (committee meeting). 
  
Monday 6th Feb    Dr Martin Goulding 'Wild Boar - an unplanned 
reintroduction'. 
  
Monday 5th March    Members All Interest Evening 
 
Monday 2

nd
 April TBA 

  
Monday 7th May    Rupert Simpson new RFDCC member - to talk on his 
exploits as an international iron ore prospector - title to be notified. 
  
Monday 21st May CM 
  
Monday 4th June        Treasure Hunt (half term), organised by Greg Jones. 
  
Monday 2nd July    Activities at Symonds Yat, walk, cycle, climb or cave. 
  
Monday 3rd Sept   TBA 
  
Monday 17th Sept    CM 
  
Monday 1st Oct    AGM 
  
Monday 12th Nov    Films/Speaker 
  
Wednesday 19th Dec    Xmas party 
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Otter Hole – Life in the Entrance Series. 

 

 

Andy Lewington (Gagendor Caving Club) recently went into Otter Hole entrance 

series to see what cave life he could find for inclusion in his research into "British 

Cave Life" and found some interesting stuff 

Otter Hole – life in the entrance series 
 
I had a short trip into Otter Hole to see what was living in the mud. In the entrance there were 
the usual suspects – female mosquitos (Culex pipiens) which enter in autumn and spend the 
winter in the cave. The female has a proboscis to suck blood but they don’t bother cavers.  

 
 
The male has a feathery thing at the front and is a vegetarian. 
 

 
 
A little crane fly is also common in Welsh caves, Limonia nebulosa.  
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A little fly that is reluctant to fly, tends to run about instead, seems to like the ammo box in 
particular. It is quite common in the threshold of caves.  I have yet to identify it to species.  

 
 
 
 
The larger cave spider, Meta menardi, spins its web on the wall in the shadows, not across the 
passage. 

 
 
 
The interesting things were in the mud – some Diplura which is a primitive white insect with 
two long tails and two long antennae. They can be seen on damp mud or walking about on the 
surface tension of pools. Diplura shed their tails quite readily, like this one. 
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And several pseudoscorpions. They were on the surface of the pools but normally live in the 
soil and leaf litter. They most likely have drifted down through the soil and cracks in the rocks 
and ended up in the pools where they will probably die.   

 Roncus lubricus I think. 
 
Also on the puddle surfaces are lots of springtails, minute white insects, some of which jump 
hence the name. Some of these white ones will be troglobites but I have not identified them 
yet. 

 Very small jumping springtail (c1mm)), possibly Arrhopalites sp. 
 

Springtails feeding on fly carcass 
 
So next time you are thinking how grotty the entrance crawl is, take your mind of it by having 
a look for little bugs. There are more odd things recorded further on but that will have to be 
another trip. 
 
See www.cavelife.org for more information. 
 
Andy Lewington 
 
 

 

http://www.cavelife.org/
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Crochan Sion Hopkin  -  Mynydd Llangattwg. 
 

Located at 51° 84076N  
003° 21315W  (SO 
16517 16491), CSH has 
been dug for the last two 
years by Nick Negus, 
Phil Checketts, and Paul 
Hartright, with occasional 
help from Phil and Paul’s 
sons. The dig lies on the 
Cefn Onneu fault, and 
the entrance is only a few 
hundred metres 
horizontally from the 
Remembrance Series, 
which is around -50m 
below the entrance. 
 
The dig is now down at -
46m and following a very 
strong draft and criss-
crossing a stream that 
flows during wet 
conditions. (Dye tested to 
the Clyddach). In very 
wet weather two of the 
pitches can be extremely 
wet! All vertical pitches 
are fitted with fixed steel 
ladders; the longest pitch 
(17m) requires a safety 
rope and a shunt or 
similar, although there 
are rigging points 
(scaffolding) for SRT if 
preferred. 
 
The entrance is gated but 
the gate is not locked. To 
open, slide the lever on 
the gate and lift. Some 
moron recently decided 
to saw the bolt off to gain 

access! This has now 
been replaced and a 
large instruction sheet 
added to advise. The 
gate can be opened from 
the inside (even if 
locked). The gate 
surround and floor is 
concreted. 
Located in the bottom of 
one of the largest do 
lines on the mountain, 
the entrance is inside a 
stone covered ‘shed’ 
which provides 
shelter/shade depending 
on the weather. It’s 
located about 300m from 
the road. Anyone visiting 
is asked to replace the 
mesh gate at the 
entrance to the ‘shed’ to 
prevent sheep getting in. 
This is a requirement of 
the local farmer; the dig 
has been advised to the 
CCC. Please note that 
the lattice beam in the 
roof of the shed can be 
used for SRT, hauling, or 
rescue. It has a SWL of 
around 350Kg. 
 
Somewhere in the region 
of 6 tonnes of scaffolding 
and over 500 clips have 
been installed and much 
timber which should 
ensure its viability for 
many years. 
Much spoil has been 
brought to the surface, 

although there is now a 
very large storage area 
at the bottom of the 17m 
pitch. Quite a bit of 
assistance by our friend 
Dr Noble ensured that 
most spoil could be lifted. 
 
If you intend to visit the 
dig please be aware that 
there are one or two very 
large rocks at the top of 
the main pitch that are 
delicately balanced!  
 
Regular digging is still 
continuing during both 
week days and 
weekends. 
 
 
Nick Negus. 
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Westbury Brook Iron Mine 
 

Following on from the 
vandalism of the gate for 
Westburybrook Iron Mine 
that took place in the latter 
part of last year just at the 
start of the “Winter Bat 
Season” it was necessary 
to delay the work on its 
repair. 
FoDCCAG are pleased to 
report that the refurbished 
gate has now been re 
installed and the temporary 
lock removed and the 
original put back on. 
Thanks go to the Cambrian 
Caving Council who 
covered the cost of the 
materials and to the 

Forestry Commission and 
RFDCC who have both 
made contributions towards 
the labour costs. It is hoped 
that both Natural England 
and the GSS will also be 
able to help out. 
Dave Tuffley and Ladi 
Broadman undertook the 
work to remove and refit the 
gate and Seb Hall carried 
out the repairs. 
The site comes under 
FoDCCAG for Access and 
this is easily available by 
contacting Dave Tuffley the 
FoDCCAG Permit 
Secretary at 
permits@fodccag.co.uk and 

give him the date when you 
would like to visit the mine 
and he will send you a 
permit via the internet. 
What could be easier? 
Alternatively some prefer 
the more aggressive 
approach and go armed 
with an Angle Grinder and 
cut their way in. Maybe the 
world of the computer has 
not reached them yet. 

 

Fairplay Iron Mine Shaft 
 

Some years ago a 
Stainless Steel Wire Mesh 
was placed over the top of 
this shaft. (For those old 
enough to remember it is 
the shaft that was used by 
the SWCC for the trials of 
their winch before they 
went off to Balinka Pit in 
Yugoslavia) 
A further smaller wire mesh 
was fitted on top of the first 
mesh to reduce the mesh 
hole size. 
Past vandalism of this has 
seen some of the stainless 
cables released and the 
secondary mesh torn back. 
It seems that on this 

occasion this was to enable 
lighted paper to be dropped 
down the shaft. Those that 
did this were lucky that gas 
levels were not high as they 
might have had a bit of a 
shock if it had ignited and 
blown back up the shaft.  
This damage was repaired. 
Returning recently from 
work at the Tingles Iron 
Mine site Dave Tuffley saw 
a group of youngsters 
running around on the top 
of the shaft. Not wishing to 
confront them himself as 
this would probably only 
resulted in verbal abuse he 
called the police and they 

dealt with it. 
Subsequent examination of 
the mesh has revealed that 
further damage has been 
carried out with again the 
mesh torn back and a cable 
released. 
Apart from a very long drop 
to the bottom it is difficult to 
see what is to be gained by 
carrying out these acts of 
what can only be described 
as vandalism. 
The Forestry Commission 
have been informed and 
cavers are waiting for the 
go ahead to carry out the 
repairs. 

 

mailto:permits@fodccag.co.uk
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Tingles Iron Mine 
 

The lid to this dig site has 
also suffered from the 
vandals and has again 
been torn from its hinges. 
Fortunately the damage 
was limited and the lid 
has now been replaced. 

Apart from a Black hole 
down a few metres to the 
infill there is not a lot to 
see but then to those 
who carry out these acts 
they must get something 
out of it. Quite what is 

difficult to understand? 
Digging progress is 
steadily resulting in the 
infill being removed and 
the shaft getting slowly 
deeper 

GCRG moves to SARCALL 
 

SARCALL is a bulk SMS 
Text Messaging Platform 
that has been developed in 
North Wales by John Hulse 
of the Ogwen Valley MRT 
and has now been in use 
by them and the North 
Wales Police for 2 years as 
their primary method of Call 
Out in the event of a 
Rescue Incident. 
SMS Text messaging is not 
new nor is Bulk Messaging 
and many rescue teams 
across the country having 
been using various forms of 
this type of messaging for 
Call Out and Team 
Notification for some time. 
GCRG have in fact 
themselves been on a SMS 
System with their Calling 
Authority Gloucestershire 
Fire and Rescue Service for 
quite some time. The BIG 
DIFFERENCE with 
SARCALL lies in two main 
areas: 
 

1. The system is 
based entirely on 
the Web 

2. Teams have control 
over the information 
that is in the system 
about their 
respective teams 

  

On August 15th the Group 
went Fully Live with 
SARCALL both at the Team 
Level and the Calling 
Authority Level and 
although a number of tests 
had been made in the 
weeks leading up to the go 
live date it had not been the 
teams intention to put the 
system into operation until 
full training of the GCRG 
Wardens had taken place. 
However events unfolded 
on August 7th at Daren 
Cilau that gave Paul Taylor 
when he received a request 
from Toby Dryden of the 
S&MWCRT to place the 
GCRG on Stand By for a 
possible attendance at the 
incident to make use of the 
system. 
This was a golden 
opportunity not to be 
missed and an initial 
message was sent out to all 
of the GCRG Wardens 
followed by a message then 
being sent out to the Full 
GCRG Team. 
Mobiles and Home 
numbers for around 100 
people were covered in six 
minutes. To be honest it 
could have been a lot 
quicker. 
 

These messages were 
followed by a series of 
further messages through 
out the evening as the 
incident developed.  
Some will say that this is 
not the same as speaking 
to people or knowing what 
level of response that you 
are going to get. 
I would be the first to admit 
that this is the case but as a 
method of getting BULK 
INFORMATION OUT 
QUICKLY you can’t beat it. 
Think of the scenario that 
you as the Warden have 
called all your team out and 
asked them to go to an 
incident and then for 
whatever reason they are 
not needed. How many 
phone calls do you now 
have to make. One 
message one click and all 
those people get a 
message. Ok not 
everybody will be stopped 
from having a wasted 
journey but if you get 50% 
that’s a good few who can 
go back home to bed. 
Despite many GCRG 
members getting the 
information “Cold” it all 
worked very well and 
prompted numerous people 
to make contact and advise 
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that they were not available 
for a variety of reasons. 
The initial time saving gives 
a great “Breathing Space” 
to get on with other matters. 
A lot of lessons were learnt 
which would not have come 
to light otherwise so it has 
been an excellent learning 
curve and already the 

group is moving into the 
next stage of increasing the 
coverage to include Work 
Phone Numbers and 
emails. 
The number of teams in 
both Cave and Mountain 
Rescue that are moving 
over to the system is 
increasing all the time and I 

would urge all Rescue 
Teams to give it some 
serious thought as I know 
from the limited experience 
that GCRG has had with 
the system we are already 
finding that the more we 
use it the more it has to 
offer.  
 

I can pretty easily pin point 
when my interest in mines 
began. It was on holidays to 
my godfathers’ family’s 
holiday house near the 
village of Tre’r-ddol, 
Ceredigion, wales. The 
house is set just off from a 
wooded valley containing 
number of mysterious dark 
portholes, which I was told 
as a child were called 
mines. These manmade 
features in the valley I now 
know to be lead trials for 
the Brynarian Mine whose 
ruins, main levels and 
shafts are to be found on 
the other side of the valley 
from the house. Having 
made a trip to the same 
location the previous 
September with Mole and 
Malc, I returned with Mole, 
Rob, Barry and Mary to 
combine the Welsh Mines 
Society summer meet with 
some local exploration. The 
first weekend was spent 
going to various sites on a 
WMS weekend, only a fiver 
to join! Its basically a group 
of enthusiasts all with their 
own particular niche, 
geologists, engineers, 
people who like to go 
underground, one guy there 

is interested in 
metallophytes (plants that 
grow on contaminated 
land). Going underground is 
optional and the weekend 
involved two walks in 
remote and beautiful 
locations plus a bit of air 
ambulance action, but 
that’s another story. 
Anyway back to the 
mysterious holes near the 
house. From my earliest 
memories of the local 
mines there was one 
particular level that was 
more intriguing and 
considerably more flooded 
than the others (3ft 
between between celling 
and very cold looking 
water). Mole and I brought 
picks and shovels and 
temporarily drained the 
flooded level by foot and a 
half and joined by David 
James put on wet suits to 
see what was down there. 
The level was a good size 
and only silted up near the 
entrance. A good way in the 
level is intersected by 
rubbish thrown down the 
main shaft situated further 
up the hill. Mole spotted a 
small gap in the side of the 
shaft which is now full of 
the usual farm waste, dead 

sheep, bed irons, etc. so 
squeezing through the odd 
car and rusty rolls of barbed 
wire, we came through to a 
massive very vertical stope 
with beautiful crystal blue 
water below. Since I have 
been staring into that level 
since I was six it was great 
to be able to finally see 
what indeed was down 
there. Ever since I came 
across the house’s copies 
of the blue David Bick book 
I had wanted to meet a 
local who knew about the 
mines and the history of the 
area, so it was a real thrill 
to meet Simon Hughes. 
Being a local boy Simon is 
an expert on the area and 
was able to point us in the 
right direction for an elusive 
level in the valley, which we 
then found.   
Being a member of the 
RFDCC for the last two 
years, it has been an 
absolute privilege to for me 
to meet others with this 
shared interest be it 
geology, history or 
exploration. Thanks to 
Mole, David and Simon, 
Rob and Barry and Mary for 
a great trip! 
 
 Alex Foster. 
 

Mine Exploration Trip to Ceredigion, Wales 
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Please see balance sheet for the year 2010 – 2011, which shows a total income of £2532.47 
against expenditure of £1952.62, a surplus of £579.85.  This will shortly be reduced when 
outstanding equipment, library & newsletter bills totalling £444.02 have been paid. 
 
The savings account has been closed, and the balance is now shown in the current account, as 
requested at last year’s AGM as the account was not in the club’s name and only produced 0.5% 
interest. 
I have found it difficult to find any savings account for clubs or societies that produce any meaningful 
interest. 
 
The club has a membership of 105, a growing number of which are family or under 18 members. 
 
I do not see the need to increase subs for next year, insurance rates have not yet been confirmed 
but are unlikely to increase. 
 
Please can the treasurer have next year’s subs & insurance payments as soon as possible in order 
to be able to submit our insurance needs to the BCA for 2012. 
 
A reminder for those who pay by standing order that subs were increased to £15 at the 2010 AGM, 
so please can they amend their total to £ 31. 
 
A reminder that subs are: 
 
Senior Club Membership £ 15 
Family membership No extra fee 
 
PLUS 
BCA caving insurance £16 (if not insured through another club) 
Under 18 / Student insurance £8 
Non-caving insurance  £5 
 
I am willing to stand as treasurer for next year. 
 
Andy Clark  04/10/2011 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 2011 
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Newsletter Correspondence 
 
Malcolm White 
6 Gray Close 
Innsworth 
Glos 
GL3 1EE 
01452 731379 
crickleymal@btinternet.com 

 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.rfdcc.org.uk 


