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Do you recognise this
photo from the Club photo
archives?
Who, Where & When?

2.

Good news - Forest of Dean caving ban lifted 1st
Sept 2021

“ Please take-note that the prohibition notice dated 27th June 2020 regarding access to
underground sites (being caves, mines or tunnels) for the purposes of recreational pursuit, will
be LIFTED as of the 1st September 2021. It will be up to every participating individual to
maintain and exercise social distancing in accordance with current Government guidance
regarding COVID-19, and I respectfully ask that this is relayed and emphasised to all caving
clubs and members of FoDCCAG.
Large groups should of course be avoided and where possible, appropriate PPE should be used.
I appreciate that the use of face coverings will be difficult and discretionary, but caving and
underground exploration is - by its own definition - making use of confined spaces and is not
considered an ‘outside’ environment. The use of surgical gloves or hand coverings will help
eliminate any contact risk whilst manoeuvring around underground. Anybody found guilty of or
reported to be acting inconsiderately or blatantly failing to adhere to Government guidance
may have their access rights revoked. “

Quisque nec justo a turpis posuere tristique.
Maecenas condimentum tincidunt lorem. Vestibulum vel
tellus. Sed vulputate. Morbi massa nunc, convallis a,

D Howell Deputy Gaveller Dean Forest
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Stay safe everyone and check the latest COVID guidance here:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
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3.
Christmas Social Monday 20th December
2021 - Nags Head, Yorkley
This year’s joint RFDCC / GSS Christmas Social will be
held at the Nag’s Head, Yorkley. See Jan’s email for
details.
[GL15 4RX & W3W: ///shun.vast.jiggle ]
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Photos from the Club Library - see if you recognise
anyone (or maybe it’s you)
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Raif (raif.evans@gmail.com)

AGM Update

Minutes from the Sept 2021 AGM
Club Meets
Gear Update

Otter Hole

Welcome to the new RFDCC club magazine where
we look back at what we have been up to since the
COVID-19 lockdowns of 2020-21 have eased. After
looking at my gear hanging up in the shed, its so
good to get back underground, and even doing
trips that I hadn’t done before, as well as meeting
some of the new Club Members. The only casualty
being a mouse attack to my furry suit!
Thanks to everyone who has sent photos and
articles; keep them coming for the 2022 issues. It
just shows that there is lots going on in the Club.
So if you are planning trips or would like to get
underground, get in touch or head to the Club
website or FB page.
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Cornish chemistry, Froggy Adventures and Trip
Photos.
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Dear members,
One item on the agenda at the AGM was to access
the use of the upstairs room of The Nags Head,
Yorkley as a venue for future RFDCC socials, as
many members were familiar with the pub and its
good reputation for food etc, there was a
unanimous vote for continuing to use it as a venue,
and we look forward to what they will be able to
do for us for our joint Xmas party in December. To
be fair on the pub we will be asking members from
both RFDCC and GSS to let us know if they intend
to come to the Xmas social. It was decided at the
AGM that we would take another departure from
tradition and hold the Xmas social on the Monday
(which is the 20th this year) before Xmas rather
than the Wednesday. The logic for this stems from
years of observation that many members were
finding it difficult to fit in a caving trip before the
social as they would normally on a Wednesday and
make it to the Xmas do before all the food was
depleted, coupled with the demise of the
traditional club retro trip due to environmental
concerns /restrictions. It seemed logical to make
the club Xmas social on a Monday, in line with all
our other club socials, and this leaves the differing
groups within the club free to cave as they see fit
on the Wednesday.

copyright of text, photos & drawings may reside with the
authors. No material may be reproduced without permission

Continued on Page 4 …

from the copyright owners. The authors opinions are not
necessarily endorsed by the Editor, nor by the RFDCC.
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SECTION

Club News

Jan’s AGM Update - Cont.
With regards re-election of officers, there were no new volunteers to come onto the committee, therefore all the
previous officers were re-elected on bloc. However, it was brought to the attention of the members that some of
the duties of officers will be carried out by other committee members, and it was deemed to be preferable to have
the full number of committee members on the committee rather than losing those whose duties were adopted by
others. Specifically Raif has volunteered and is in production of a club publication (Ed: and here it is!): also Bump,
Raif and myself are working on the care and online logging of the club equipment.
Though not discussed at the AGM there has since been a change in our official NAHMO representative from George
Price to John Hind, both of whom we thank for their respective past and future service.
It was explained to members that Otter Hole is now in the process of becoming an SSSI. This was wholly instigated
by Natural Resources Wales who have the legal responsibility to protect special environments and designating the
cave as an SSSI will enable them to principally protect it from threats of future surface developments. They have
come to RFDCC to help them with their SSSI designation of the cave, and we have assembled a panel of experts to
write the required reports on areas such as geology, hydrology, biology, history and cartography. There is plenty of
work to be done, including collecting a photographic record, some of which will have to been retaken every five
years, but hopefully in about 6 months time the cave and most, if not all of its catchment area will became an SSSI
and afforded the protection it deserves from possible future development threats. Funding is being paid into the
club to account for the work undertaken, which will cover any direct costs incurred and probably leave a
substantial surplus (due to the experts not directly charging for their time) that we hope will be used to the general
benefit of the cave or local caving, but this money is not directly club funds it is for the Otter Hole designation
costs and the expert panel will have a say in how any surplus is used.The cable in Otter Hole was also discussed. It
was installed when the original film was made, and with modern technology its difficult to imagine any scenario
that it might ever be used again, so it was decided that it could be cut into sections and gradually be removed from
the cave. However the section through the entrance series is still required for emergency communications, but the
section between the sump and the rescue dump presently is faulty, so we can try dragging a replacement from the
next section of cave through to this area to see if reliable communications can be achieved.
Methods of facilitating getting new members caving within the club was also discussed, and various members have
taken some new comers on regular trips. It was proposed that we try introducing inclusive monthly trips on 3rd
Monday of the month (or Sundays instead/as well as?), as a way of hopefully getting different fractions of the club
together underground, without them having to sacrifice their usual Wednesday evening activities. Hopefully these
trips will start kicking off in 2022, but we need members to volunteer to take trips into caves and mines that they
are familiar with. For example Iain Jamieson volunteered to lead some Sunday tours with talks in the coal mines.
Socials:
• December (as per AGM): joint club Xmas bash - lets us know if you intend to come.
• January 1st will be the New Years Day walk, for which we need a volunteer to organise.
• February we hope to have various talks on all the forest digs etc.
• March, April, May: Speakers needed
• June treasure hunt which needs a volunteer, July Symonds Yat or alternative due to parking restriction.
• August no social due to holidays etc.
• September to November speakers needed, apart from October AGM.
Jan Karvik - RFDCC Chairman
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Club Meets
If you would like to lead any club meets or have suggestions for trips please contact Bumpy Jon or Nicky.
Keep an eye on the Club website or Facebook Group page for upcoming trips.

Regular Meets:
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday Evening Digging (meet 20:00): A couple of hours of social cave digging. Contact Jan Karvik.
Wednesday Local Cave or Mine Trip (meet 19:00): local trips to a selection of caves and mines.
Monthly Meet: A longer trip locally or into S. Wales or Mendips.
Yorkshire: Join Bump on his regular Yorkshire trips.
Club Social: first Monday of the month

Special Interest Meets:
•
•

SRT & Rigging Skills: Contact Jon Holden (Bump)
Underground Photography: Contact Nicky Bailey, Paul Taylor or Raif Evans for learning session or specific

Club Gear and Keys
Gear:
The Club has various ladders, ropes, rigging kits, an Erbauer 18 volt SDS drill in a waterproof black case for bolting
and a Disto X available for loan. We are also putting together a number of standard rigging bags for some of the
popular local trips. If you want to borrow any gear contact Jon Holden (Bumps) or Jan Karvik.
•
•

Wet Sink SRT & Ladder Tackle Bags: Jon Holden
MGL Tackle Bags: Jan Karvik

Keys:
•
•
•
•

trip leaders can obtain keys from the following club members.
MGL Jan Karvik
Otter Hole: icky Bailey, Andy Clark
Wet Sink / Slaughter: Andy Clark, Ian Healey’s key safe
Forest Mines & Caves: Dave Tufley (FoDCCAG Permit Secretary)

Remembering
Val Jackson
Sadly Val Jackson passed away, suddenly and unexpectedly in December 2020. Her son and Denis were both with
her and she was in no pain. Although she had not been a club member for the last few years, many of you will have
fond memories of caving and socialising with her. She was a lovely lady who will be sorely missed by her many
friends she made pursuing her many and varied interests. Our thoughts sympathises go out to her husband Denis and
family.

Colin Graham
John and Glenys Elliott have reported the following sad news...Colin Graham passed away on the 9th September
2021. Although Colin was never a member of the Forest club, he did a lot of caving in the Forest, and I'm sure there
are a lot of people who knew him and remember him from those days. Also, he gave the talk to the club on the
expedition to Yugoslavia not that long ago, so people will know him from that.

RFDCCMGZ
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FoDCCAG News

John Hine, Hon Sec FoDCCAG (secretary@fodccag.org.uk)
Pine Martens
As you will be aware, Pine Martens were released in the Forest a year ago. One of their foods is bats, something we
are concerned about. Vincent Wildlife Trust, & Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust have installed trail cameras at the SSSI
mines sites (*), to see if Pine Martens are entering underground, together with ultrasonic devices to deter them.
Please do not interfere with the cameras. We are told that any images of people will be removed.
* Clearwell complex, Wigpool complex, Westbury Brook, Buckshaft, Devil’s Chapel (please note there is no access
agreement to the latter ) and Perseverance.

Wet Sink
For almost a year now, headed by Paul Taylor, & Craig Cameron, an eye has been kept on the Combined Sewage
Overflow from Joyford sewage pumping station, which feeds directly into Dry Sink, & hence the cave.
A site meeting was held with Welsh Water personnel, who were unaware that Wetsink fed into the River Wye. In
brief, WW have made improvements to both the pumping station, & how they respond to sewage incidents. The
recent Environment Act will put further pressure on them ( & other sewage stations ) concerning CSO’s.

Vehicle ID Badges
These are to place on your dashboard, so both Forestry England, and the Police know you are authorised to park on
FE land, for caving activities, and your vehicle will not be treated as suspicious – this has happened twice before !
They are available from me by arrangement.

CabSav Entrance Shaft by Raif Evans
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Digging in Cow’s Hill Cave by Raif Evans

Club News
Cornish Tin & Copper Tokens for Sale
Mole (John Hine) has for sale, at £12, tokens made of the above in a limited edition of 150. These were made for
last year’s NAMHO for delegates, but due to Covid, it never happened. They are a small scale reproduction, slightly
larger than a £2 coin of a Bronze Age artefact found in Germany, which contained Cornish copper, tin & gold. For
more information:
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nebra_sky_disk &
https://www.ancient.eu/article/235/the-nebra-sky-disk---ancient-map-of-the-stars/

NAMHO 2022 - 17 to 20th June
Will be in N E England – for further details, when available, see - http://www.namho.org/conf2022/confpages/
conf_home.php

Forest Coal
With the passing of the Environment Bill this year, you will be pleased to know that :

‘’ Exemptions: Traditional house coal extracted and sold from the Forest of Dean is
exempt. It can continue to be sold locally. ‘’
Also, thanks to the Foresters Forest Lottery grant, small coal produced by the local mines can be made into
briquettes.

RFDCCMGZ
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Otter Hole

SSSI Designation - Jan Karvik
Over the past few months we have been communicating with Natural Resources Wales, after they contacted us with
the intention of designating Otter Hole Cave as an SSSI.
It is already on an SSSI site, but this is for the woodland/river bank not the cave. The SSSI designation has been on
the cards for many years, but prompted into action now partly by all the house building that is likely to happening
in the vicinity of St Arvans in common with so many others. The SSSI area will cover all the land overlaying the cave
and possibly some, if not all, the catchment area.Before pursuing the inquiry I did make several calls with people
locally, plus experienced national officers of the BCA and CCC. I was assured that as cavers we should not be overly
concerned, as on balance it was usually a positive progression, and the NRW officer on the case was know to be very
reasonable. Besides we probably wouldn't have been able to prevent it happening, as when they have decided to
designate a site they are likely to do it anyway with or without cooperation.
What became obvious was that we needed to work as closely as possible with them, to foster a good working
relationship, so that they will trust us to be their go to advisers on all matters underground. So we have agreed to
do all we can to aid them in the process, which will involve quite a lot of work and exchanging of information, such
as scientific reports etc. They do not expect this work to be done for nothing, and some of it may well be done by
professionals in their fields who are also local cavers. When we are clear about what it is they require the best
experts can be picked to provide them with the most professional reports etc.

Sid Perou filming in Otter Hole at the
Camp:
Right: John Hine
Above: Paul Taylor
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Happy 250th Otter Hole Trip Paul - Sept 20th 1974 – July 3rd 2021
I suppose reaching 250 caving trips is an achievement but 250 trips in one cave I would consider to be quite an
achievement. But 250 trips in a cave that you said after your first major trip that you would never ever go in again
suggests that something went wrong somewhere along the line.
Let’s FastTrack back to the evening of September 20th 1974 when along with Maurice Febry, Paul Hayward, Chris
Bovey and Dave Sparky Parker of the Gloucester Speleological Society we arrived at the St Arvans Village Hall and
got changed into our Wet Suits and headed out across the Chepstow Racecourse to go to a cave called Otter Hole.
Only Maurice and Sparky had been before and to be honest all I knew about he place was that the entrance was on
the banks of the River Wye, there was a good draught and that Sparky had been shown the site back in 1970 and
had tried for the following four years to get people interested in the place. The challenge had finally been taken up
in 1974 by members of the RFDCC and that a recent breakthrough had revealed almost 300m of cave.
I don’t remember much about the walk other than it was steep going down the valley side , it was very hot walking
in our wetsuits and I certainly don’t remember what time it was when we arrived at the entrance although still
daylight. However, what I do remember is how close the river was to the cave entrance. It seemed like it was only a
few metres away. There was no gate in those days and we all just headed straight into the cave. I was second from
last and I just about managed to get in under the cliff face when here was a shout from the front person “The way
on is full of water” Little did we realise at the time how significant that water was and what events had taken
place the previous night. We would learn fully later.
Chris and myself being at the back returned to the surface and sat in the sunshine. But this did not last for long and
it got cold so we lit a fire. The others remained in the cave and shouted back to say “they were going to bale the
water away”. Many hours later and with much fruitless baling they returned to the surface, warmed themselves
around our fire and we then headed back up the steep valley side out across the Racecourse picking mushrooms
along the way. Back at the vehicle we changed and headed back home. I arrived at 06.30 hrs had a bit of breakfast
and then got on my bike and cycled to work. Many asked why I looked so tired and why was I covered in mud. They
could not understand my explanation.Although I now consider that to record a trip into the cave you have to go or
make a dam good effort to go to the Tidal Sump that was my first trip.
We subsequently found out that the previous evening a party from the RFDCC including Ian Standing, Diana Court a
she was then and Philip Schwartz had entered the cave with the intention of surveying the new discovery. They
were in the lower section of the Entrance Bedding Planes when they noticed that the cave was filling up with water
rather rapidly. An exit and fast was deemed appropriate but with three it was not that fast and Di found herself in
the Dug-Out section as it filled up. It was all very much touch and go and nearly resulted in the loss of three lives.
Not a good start for the cave. It transpired that they had forgotten that there is a 1 hour difference between GMT
and British Summer Time so when they thought it was High Tide in fact it had 1 hour to go and when it’s the Highest
Tide for 100 years this is pretty significant. Hence why the next night the river was so high. Baling was going to
have no effect.

Sept 20th 1974 – July 3rd 2021
250th Trip Photo
BACK ROW (L to R)
Steve Woolven, Jann Padley, Peter Hall (Diver),
Rachel Smith, Martyn Farr, Jonathan Haynes,
Footleg (Paul Fretwell), Paul Taylor, Gary Cullen,
Judi Durber, Monica Bolani, Andrew Rice (Diver),
Craig Holdstock (Diver)
SECOND ROW (L to R)
Jan Karvik, Tom Chatterton
FRONT ROW (L to R)
Becca Kirkpatric, Maria Linch, Phil Thomas, Lisa
Boore, George Linnane

RFDCCMGZ
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Left: Sid Perou filming
Below: Swimming the Traverses at high tide by Paul Taylor

Although only done for the film if you watch the Otter
Hole Film by Sid Perou you can see the re-enactment of
this event and Di reported that this was very realistic
and to the best of my knowledge that was the one and
only time that Di and Ian returned to the cave for a
trip.
During the long hot summer of 1976 and by now the
Upper Series and all of the formations that Otter Hole
is renown for had been discovered. Most of the politics
had died down so we in GSS planned a proper trip but
we needed a leader as we did not know the way. Our
leader came in the form of one Rollo Gillespie who we
arranged to meet in the new meeting place known as
the Lower Wyndcliffe Car Park.
Apart from myself there was John Hine, Sally Fearn as
she was then later to become Sally Harvey, Mike Davis,
Charles Povey, John Hine and I think Chalky White. The
walk down was now a lot more pleasant taking the
gentler route down through the woods to the river
bank and then following this to the cave entrance.
After a short break we went in. To say it was muddy
was an understatement but we pressed on through the
various sections of the cave and up to see the
magnificent Hall of Thirty, Long Straw Chamber and
many more sections of the cave. It was then time to go
out. But our leader who on the way in had been going
like a rocket was now travelling like a snail and could
not remember the route so between us we had to find
our own way out. We subsequently learnt that he had
popped a load of pills and the effects had worn off. So
hence his state. Much time was spent searching for the
route but finally very exhausted I made it back to the
entrance. Where as John Hine has often reminded me I
uttered those words “ I am never ever, ever, going in
that cave ever again”
However, it was not hat long before another trip was
planned and all the pain was forgotten. The formations
certainly made up for it.
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I even recall volunteering to be a casualty for a Rescue
Training Exercise and while lying strapped in the
stretcher in the bedding planes and water lapping
around my ears when one happy joker decided to say
“Don’t worry Paul but the tides coming in and we have
to leave you now in case we drown” This did nothing for
my moral and I demanded to be let out of the stretcher
immediately.
It was not long before it became very obvious that a
Leader or Guide System was going to be needed in the
cave. A few close calls with he tides and very clear
evidence that visiting cavers were taking little or no
notice of the taped routes or the voluntary moratorium
regarding not visiting either Tunnels Right or Crystal Ball
Passage. Both parts of the cave that would suffer
irreparable damage if visitors continued to go there. I
joined the group and over the years have averaged
around 5 leader trips per year.
Sid Perou first visited the cave in 1979 during the Big
Otter Hole Rescue Practice and from his experience
decided that he would make a film about the cave.
Plans were made and a party went into the cave to
camp and film. I manned the generator at the entrance
with John Hine. Unfortunately, things did not go well
and lack of funding resulted in no further progress.
Fortunately, Sid managed to get some funds sorted and
another film was planned. This time however we looked
after all of the logistics at our end leaving Sid to only
have to worry about the filming side.
Many trips were needed to get all of the gear into the
cave. Sometimes three trips per week. We were young
and hard then. This certainly kept you fit.

Then it was the time for the Camp / Filming.
Going in on the Tuesday and Out on the Sunday.
There has been much written about this trip but is
still the longest trip I have ever done at 114hrs.
Part of the time underground was spent looking at
the choke at the end of Tunnels Left. Many had
looked but failed to find a way through. Fortunately, I was lucky to get past a particularly tight
squeeze (which on the way back I could not pass
and had to force an alternative route) and this led
me down to a low archway over a pool of water. A
qty of Dr Nobels Linctus was applied and fired and
a subsequent return saw the archway passed and
this led to the discovery of “Gravel Grovel Inlet”
Its all in the name.
As the years have rolled by, I have continued to
make many trips to the cave and the total has
slowly crept upwards. The highlight for 2010 was
our trip to take Dave Sparky Parker on his first trip
to see the Hall of Thirty and it was the film that
we made of this that led to the idea of a second
film. I enlisted the help of Gary Cullen and
Footleg (Paul Fretwell) and work started in 2013
when I filmed a Time Lapse of the River Wye going
from High Tide to High Tide over a 12.5 hr
period.10000 photos were taken. This was the
birth of what become known as the Otter Hole
Film Project. The 38 Underground Filming Trips
over the last 7 years of which I have completed 35
(I missed the first two in 2014 as I was recovering
from a Heart Attack) have added to the total
number of trips and as time went forward, we
realised that the trip planned for July 3rd would
be a significant milestone as it would be my
250th. We will have a separate report on the
filming project as the trip was also to be our last
filming trip.
However, what I can say is that although we did
not go far in the cave which for me was to the
base of the Hall of Thirty there was a lot going on
with the Divers returning to Dive Sump 2 and head
off to Sump 6. Filming and interviews and then
the long journey back to the entrance where

much to my surprise everyone had waited to share in the
moment.
It was emotional but also a very happy event and thanks
to everyone for being part of it. There was talk of
another 250 trips. That I think is unlikely but number 251
is certainly already on the cards for the end of August.
I have never tired of this cave and almost every trip has
shown me many new things. I felt very honoured and
privileged to make a trip in 2018 to Crystal Ball Passage 4
years after I had set the first trip up. A section of the
cave that I will never visit again and although some may
say it is being hypercritical to go and yet ask others not
to go. Then my answer is to anyone If you do 250 trips
into the cave then I think you deserve to see this part of
the cave. Hopefully our film will show everyone why it
should remain such a special place.
I would like to thank everyone who has visited Otter Hole
with me over the last 47 years. I hope I have not bored
you with my stories. To all who have been part of the
Otter Hole Project there are nearly 90 of you my sincere
thanks for all of your time and efforts. To the core
members of the Film Crew, Judi, Footleg, Gary, Steve,
Badger, Jill and Jon a massive thanks. Nothing would have
been possible without all of you.
But there is also one very special person who I can’t not
mention. That’s Rose my wife who has supported me from
the very first day we met and without whom I would not
have been able to pursue my caving life. I owe you a
massive debt.
How much longer I can continue to visit Otter Hole Cave I
don’t know but I do hope it will be for a few more years
yet.
Trips have been hard and its not an easy cave and for me
its impossible to pick out one particular trip and say that
was the best. Seeing the Hall of Thirty for the First Time,
Crystal Ball Passage, Long Straw Chamber all rank up
there as the top things. But I think if I was really pressed
to pick something that would be with me for the rest of
my days it would be seeing Judi and Gareth swim over
the Traverses when the tide was in. Just amazing. But
overall, what a place it is and I am so glad that those
words I uttered in 1976 were not adhered to.
Paul Taylor

In non massa quis odio feugiat sagittis. Quisque ac lorem. Maecenas ut sem
sed ipsum suscipit malesuada. Nulla quis dui quis ante fermentum interdum.
Proin eget est a augue vehicula mattis. Pellentesque sed nisi at nisi

Crystal Ball Passage by Paul Taylor

RFDCCMGZ
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from the

Archives

Here are some photos from the Club 35mm Library. There is not much info about them, so it would be
interesting to know more! Let Raif know, and we can post updates in the next Club Magazine.
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Wiggy the Frog’s Big Adventure
A True Story

by Raif Evans

It was nice living at the bottom of Wigpool’s Sway, at least
for a frog. Then one September evening this rabble
trampled through shouting ‘Rescue the Frogs!’ Oh no!!! Me
and my mates were scooped up shoved into a blue tackle
bag and hauled up to the surface. Everyone was tipped out
in the woods - a bit of a pain but only a short hop to get
back home - apart for me. Somehow I didn't manage to get
out, and that was where my big froggy adventure started.
Two days in the blue bag was a bit boring and no bugs to
eat. Then I get squashed by all sorts of strange stuff called
an emergency bag and SRT gear, whatever that is. ‘Ready
for re-surveying Pirate Passage’ they shout. It was a bit of a
day, ten hours of it. I’m glad I wasn't climbing Star Shaft
though - lots of grunting going on there. I was parched, it
was dry as a bone down there, even the duck was dry.

I finally made it out of Wet Sink, and was glad I
didn't make a break for it in the streamway - think I
will leave the place to the fish!
So when he was washing his gear, I made my break,
and was so relieved to get out of the Tackle Bag.
I live down by the river now, and made some new
froggy friends, learning welsh, and keeping well
away from those do-gooder cavers!

Photos: Above: Bag of Frogs by Nicky Bailey
Left: Raif in the Pirate Passage duck by Mark Tringham

New Social Venue, The Nags Head, Yorkley by Nicky Bailey
It's been a long time since our regular club socials and since then our usual meeting space downstairs at the Rising
Sun has become a storage room. We were unable to use the room for the recent AGM and an alternative needed to
be found. Nearby in Yorkley is the Nag's Head, a traditional forest pub complete with old wooden skittle alley. A
decision was made to hold the AGM there and to put a question to the membership to see if it would be an
acceptable venue for future socials. The vote was carried and so going forward this will now be where we will be
holding the club socials. Historically, the Nag's Head was a pub, stables and coach house, first recorded in 1788 and
has long been frequented by Forest miners. Coal Mining was once a major source of employment in the area, and
there was an opencast coal mine in Yorkley as recently as 1960. Not too far away are Wallsend, Phoenix and New
Venture mines. In January 1983 Myra Byett became the landlady of the Nags Head and is the longest-serving
licensee in the Forest of Dean. Food at the Nags is no frills but homemade and tasty. I can definitely recommend
the steak pies and Myra's Sunday dinners have excellent reviews. Arrangements have been made for the caving club
to have the use of the skittle alley room, which is upstairs, on the first Monday of the month for the club socials.
Here's looking forward to getting back to having some regular meets in the future, and in particular the joint Xmas
social, for which I am sure we will get a very good spread laid on.

RFDCCMGZ
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Otter Hole Cave Life
By Andy Lewington (www.cavelife.org)

Thanks to RFDCC Nicky and Paul inviting me to undertake a trip to look at the biology of the cave, and the privilege of being
the first ones in since September 2019 (pre Covid). Phil Chapman produced an extensive species list, compiled over several
trips, not long after the cave extensions were discovered in the 1970’s. We (Andy Lewington, Lee Knight and John Boulton)
hoped to examine the areas Chapman had reported as having biological interest, particularly the area between Hall of Thirty
and Long Straw Chamber. Unfortunately at short notice the team could only commit to a between tide trip and it proved to be
too short a time to reach this area of the cave, but an enjoyable trip was had none the less. When sampling for biota the list
typically gets added to on every trip and you never know what additional species you might find. Although we had all been in
to Otter Hole before (decades before for some of us) the mud did not seem as bad as we remembered, maybe lack of visitors
allowed seepage to clean off some of the climbs.
Outside the gate under the overhang were some typical shallow threshold species – Tegeneria sp. in crevices (most likely T
silvestris which has been recorded from other cave thresholds in south Wales) and on the walls the woodlouse Oniscus asellus,
Britain’s most widely recorded woodlouse.Inside the gate one lesser horseshoe bat Rhinolophus hipposideros was noted
roosting on the ceiling. This was very close to the entrance and it was probably using the cave as a day roost. By now most
species of bat will have left the caves they use for hibernation purposes but lesser horseshoes can still be seen underground in
May and June. Lesser horseshoe droppings were seen scattered throughout the entrance series.
A number of ‘cave spiders’ Meta menardi were observed in threshold. Although known as the ‘cave spider’ they are a
primarily a threshold species, rarely penetrating into the dark zone of caves. In the horizontal cracks/bedding planes of the
walls the webs of the spider Nestiscus cellulanus can be seen. The vertical strands of the web are typically seen before the
spider is spotted on the untidy sheet web above these strands. N. cellulanus is also found in the dark zone of caves. Recently
a similar species Kryptonesticus eremita was discovered in an adit on Flatholm so it is worth checking Nesticus cellulanus to
see if K. eremita is found elsewhere on the south Wales coast.
The small cranefly Limonia nebeculosa is a threshold visitor during the summer months. This cranefly (Limoniidae family) has
3 spots on the wings and 3 dark bands on the femurs. This May has been cold and wet and it may have delayed the arrival of
some of these summer visitors, as well as delaying the exit of some winter visitors such as the lesser horseshoe bat.
The mosquito Culex pipiens is a common winter visitor to the thresholds of British caves and is recorded from Otter Hole. The
females use caves for hibernation and as none were seen it is assumed they have left the cave.
The cellar snail Oxychilus cellarius seen in the threshold is unusual in that it has carnicolous tendencies, and is one of several
species that secrete chitinase enzymes, enabling it to digest insect cuticle remains found in bat droppings on the cave floor.
Once in the crawling section it is harder to look for bugs so a more intensive search was conducted once it opened up again
into stooping size passage with the occasional formations and mud banks. The small flowstone pools around the stalagmites
contained collembola. These pools were relatively clear but I assume once trips resume to Otter Hole these speleothems and
pools become very muddy. Although very small the collembola can be seen as white specks on the surface of pools with some
species jumping short distances. The most common species was Folsomia sp. Chapman also noted that Folsomia was
sometimes abundant above the high tide mark. Arrhopalites sp. were also seen on pool surfaces.
The fine silt in the entrance series showed trails, most likely of earthworms. No beetle trails were seen.
Numerous earthworm casts were seen on mudbanks above what is assumed to be normal high tide level, with a number of
Allolobophora chlorotica on the surface of the mud. This species is widely reported from caves. Above ground this worm is
rarely seen on the surface but in caves may be observed on the surface of mud banks. It exists in two colour morphs, green
and pink, with green seemingly more common in caves. At the top of one of these mudbanks in the gap between the mud and
the wall a lInyphilid spider Porrhomma convexum was seen. These spiders form sheet webs in small crevices and like Nesticus
cellulanus the web or the shadow of the spider is often seen before spotting the spider. It has been reported throughout Otter
Hole as far as Camp 1.
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It was hoped the small beetle Trechoblemus micros would be seen but despite a careful search it proved elusive.
Chapman always found at least one specimen between Hall of Thirty and Long Straw Chamber, and once on mud
banks in the entrance series. The other cave that Chapman reports as having a good population is Manor Farm
Swallet which gives you an indication of its preferred habitat!
Some species of rove beetle (Staphylinidae) are widely reported from caves but none were seen on this trip.
Praunus flexuosus has been recorded in the tidal sump so we brought along a trawl net to try and find a specimen.
Typically a rising tide is more productive than a falling tide so the trawling was carried out on the return journey,
but was unsuccessful.
Female mosquitos (Culex pipiens)
which enter in autumn and spend the
winter in the cave. The female has a
proboscis to suck blood but they
don’t bother cavers. The male has a
feathery thing at the front and is a
vegetarian.

Sampling at the Tidal Sump.

A little crane fly is also
common in Welsh caves,
Limonia nebulosa.

A little fly that is reluctant
to fly, tends to run about
instead, seems to like the
ammo box in particular. It is
quite common in the
threshold of caves. I have
yet to identify it to species.

The larger cave spider, Meta menardi,
spins its web on the wall in the
shadows, not across the passage.

Further into the cave more collembola (Folsomia sp., Arrhopalites sp., Oligaphorura schoetti) and white
Rhagidiidae mites were seen on pool surfaces. Rhagidiidae mites are active predators of small invertebrates such as
collembola and widely recorded in caves. Some areas to focus on sampling on future trips would be the streamway,
Far Streamway and those areas identified by Chapman around Camp 1 and between Hall of Thirty and Long Straw
Chamber. The apparent increase in life Chapman noted around those areas may be due to a source of nutrients
e.g. pollution (Chapman reported evidence of diesel and manure in the cave), but also the proximity of camp 1 as a
base might mean it was more intensively surveyed, or that nutrients left by cavers using camp 1 changed the
balance in the ecosystem. This latter occurrence is discussed by Chapman in his report. I assume camp 1 is little
used since the early explorations so it may be the high numbers of invertebrates has declined.
Two species of aquatic stygobitic Crustacea, the isopod Proasellus cavaticus and the amphipod Niphargus fontanus
have been recorded in the cave. Although no specimens were noted on this trip, more detailed sampling of the
stream and netting of pools throughout the cave are likely to record these species in the future. Both are widespread in the caves of South Wales and Mendips. A recent addition to the list of British stygobitic amphipods is
Microniphargus leruthi, first recorded in Swildon’s in 2010 then South Wales in 2011, with sites including several
caves in Breconshire, as well as various springs, boreholes, and wells across the south as far east as Glamorgan.
Future sampling is liable to record this species as well as various other aquatic taxa. Chapman primarily carried
out manual searching in his survey, with rather limited records of aquatic taxa, including a stygophilic population of
the amphipod Gammarus pulex, noted in the stream, as well as the hydrobiid snail Potamopyrgus antipodarum.
Thus, a more detailed survey of the aquatic habitats would be desirable and likely to greatly increase the species
list.
Ref: Chapman 1979 Transactions BCRA 6 159=67
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The interesting things were in
the mud – some Diplura which
is a primitive white insect
with two long tails and two
long antennae. They can be
seen on damp mud or walking
about on the surface tension
of pools. Diplura shed their
tails quite readily, like this
one

Pseudoscorpions. They were on the
surface of the pools but normally live
in the soil and leaf litter. They most
likely have drifted down through the
soil and cracks in the rocks and ended
up in the pools where they will
probably die. Roncus lubricus I think.

Springtails feeding on fly carcass
Also on the puddle surfaces are lots of springtails, minute white
insects, some of which jump hence the name. Some of these white
ones will be troglobites but I have not identified them yet.
Very small jumping springtail (c1mm)), possibly Arrhopalites sp.

Wanted: Otter Hole Wardens
Fancy joining the Otter Hole Wardens? It’s a chance to get to know the cave
better, meet fellow cavers from other clubs and sample the muddy delights!
It usually ends up at leading 2 trips per season, generally to Hall of Thirty,
sometimes to Long Straw Chamber and occasionally to End Chamber.
Contact Nicky Bailey if you are interested

Club Library
The Club Library has a range of books, magazines, surveys, DVD’s and 35mm slides.
Surveys are the most popular library lend, so if you have any spare surveys, or have
been out surveying, think about adding to the Library. The Library also has a subscription for Descent.
Contact Raif Evans, or see me at the Club Socials.
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Wheal Margery, St Ives, Cornwall
Crystal Hunting by Ben Church
Wheal Margery mine, on the coast near St Ives in Cornwall, began operating in the mid to late 18th century and
closed in the 1870’s. Mine workings extend underground for over 300 m inland and over 200 m offshore under the
sea bed, where miners would have been able to hear boulders rolling around during big storms. Seawater seeped
through the roof of the adit where it extended below sea level and, when easterly winds whipped up the waves,
the sea would be driven into the adit where the miners were working, making it an extremely difficult and dangerous place. On numerous occasions miners had to run for their lives, clambering up ladders to escape being
drowned.
The mine was accessed by an almost horizontal tunnel (adit) which was driven over 300 m inland from the back of a
beach, connecting with a shaft and several levels of adits. The country rock (locally known as killas), lies above
granite. The Main Lode trends north east, with tin (cassiterite) in the lower levels and copper (chalcopyrite) in the
upper part of the mine.
My first visit to Wheal Margery was an exploration trip, so I did not have my collecting kit with me. Deep inside the
mine I picked up what looked like a decent quartz crystal, though it was encrusted in mud and iron oxides and I
could not see any detail underground without my glasses. When I got home, I cleaned up the single quartz crystal
and found that it is very unusual: a sceptre with a slightly grey smoky tip and many small daughter crystals coating
the prism faces, but not the terminal faces. Many of the smaller crystals on the prism faces are oriented roughly
parallel to the central crystal, with the tips pointing slightly away from the crystal. Some of the daughter crystals
on the prism faces are not parallel to the central crystal but they point away from the prism at a variety of angles
not related to the crystallographic orientation of the central crystal. Online research led me to aditnow.co.uk,
mindat.org and then quartzpage.de which used the terms ‘Sprouting quartz’ to describe the daughter crystals
parallel to the central crystal and ‘Cactus quartz’ to describe the daughter crystals that are not parallel to the
central crystal. The smaller daughter crystals have a bright vitreous lustre, while the terminal faces of the main
crystals look a bit oily. This is presumably due to etching by acid during their formation (not by my cleaning process
as I observed it before cleaning).

It took me several long and exhausting trips to extract the crystals; each one was very challenging and best
described as extreme mineral collecting that few mineral collectors would attempt. A few metres into the mine
there is a flooded section with only 20 cm of airspace between the water and the roof (a ‘duck’). I negotiated the
duck bent over in a stooping position with my head horizontal and only half of my face above water. After the duck
I had to wade in chest to knee deep water for about 300 m in a passage which often required stooping bent double
like an old man. The adit leads to another flooded winze and a major collapse. Above the flooded section of the
winze there is an almost vertical climb in two sections of about 20 m each. The climb was done using single rope
technique (SRT) climb with an awkward 2 m traverse above the crumbling head of the climb (pitch), which
immediately leads into a small passage. This passage was only about 50 cm high which meant I had to crawl on my
belly over sharp rocks to get to the main part of the mine. I then lugged my kit to the location where I had found
the quartz.
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Wheal Margery cont.

The acid cleaning process…
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Some of my recent Trips
by Wayne Hewitt

Biscome, Swann, Mosley Green Tunnel, Craig A Ffynon
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Spring / Summer 2022
Call for Content:
Post updates to the RFDCC Facebook Group page
Email or WeTransfer to raif.evans@gmail.com

